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INTRODUCTION, 

IT  is  greatly  to  be  lamented,  that  although  the 
ifland  of  Dominica  is  fo  very  capable  of  beino- 
rendered  one  of  the  chief,  if  not  the  beft,  the 
Englifh  have  in  the  Weft  Indies;  yet,  from  a 
want  of  knowledge  of  its  importance,  or  inatten- 
tion, it  is  at  this  time  almoft  as  much  unfettled, 
as  when  it  was  ceded  to  Great  Britain,  near  thirty 
years  ago. 

This  is  the  more  rpmnrlr^hle,  from  the  great 
confequence  the  pofTeffion  of  it  is  to  the  Englifh,  in 
cafe  of  a  rupture  with  France,  it  being  the  key 
of  the  Britifti  dominions  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
and  from  its  fituation  between  the  two  principal 
fettlements  of  the  French,  Martinique  and  Gua- 
deloupe, it  is  the  only  place  in  the  Weft  Indies,  by 
which  there  is  a  pofTibility  for  Great  Britain  to 
maintain  the  fovereignty  of  thofe  feas. 
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It  has  moreover  many  conveniences  for  the 
fervice  of  both  an  army  and  fleet,  which  few  other 
Well  India  iflands  can  boafl  j  and  was  it  to  be  well 
fettled  with  Britifh  fubjedls,  would  be  of  material 
afTiftance  to  our  other  pofTeffions,  by  furnifhing 
them  with  many  articles  of  which  they  very  often 
are  greatly  in  need. 

For  the  purpofe  of  bringing  forth  to  view  thefe 
capabilities  of  Dom.inica,  the  following  hiftory 
t)f  that  ifland  is  fubmitted  to  the  candid  perufal  of 
a  generous  public  by  the  author  s  whofe  chief  in- 
ducement for  writing  it,  was  his  hope,  that  Jt 
might  be  fome  fmall  means  of  fervice  to  a  country, 
in  which  he  has  ipent  leveral  years  of  his  life,  and 
the  profperity  of  which,  it  is  his  ardent  wifh  to 
fee  Ipeedily  promiOted. 

The  hiftory  of  diilant  fettlements  belonging  to 
Great  Britain,  it  is  prefumed,  cannot  fail  of  being 
acceptable  to  every  EngliHiman  who  wifhes  well 
to  his  country  -,  and  however  deficient  this  eflfay  of 
-his  may  be,  in  point  of  erudition,  corre6lnefs,  or 
correfpondent  circumllances,  yet,  from  its  being  the 
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firft  on  the  fubje6l,  the  author  hopes  it  may  meet 
with  a  favourable  reception. 

It  falls  not  within  the  compafs  of  this  work  to 
enter  into  details  of  ads  of  the  legiflature,  the  con- 
duct of  governors^  or  of  individuals  of  that  ifland  ; 
thefe  he  leaves  for  a  more  extenfive  work,  or  for 
abler  pens  to  record  ;  and  if  what  is  here  fubmitted 
to  public  perufal  ferve  in  the  leaft  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  theprefent  and  future  inhabitants  of  Do- 
minica, and  thereby  the  interefls  of  the  Britilli 
nation  at  large,  the  purpofe  of  the  author  by  this 
publication  will  be  fully  anfwered. 

London,  May  1791. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  ISLAND,  ITS  SITUATION,  EX« 
TENT,  CLIMATE  AND  OTHER  SUBJECTS  ,.  TOGETHER 
WITH  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  CONQUEST  OF  IT,  ITS 
CESSION  TO  GREAT  BRITAIN,  AND  THE  DISPOSAL 
OF    THE    LANDS    BY    THE    CROWN. 

TH  E  ifland  of  Dominica  is  fituated  in 
15  degrees,  25  minutes,  north  latitude; 
6t  degrees,  15  minutes,  weft  longitude  from 
London  5  and  43  degrees,  40  minutes,  from 
Ferro. 
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The  difcovery  of  this  Ifland  was  claimed  by 
the  three  kingdoms,  of  England,  France,  and 
Spain;  but  the  right  of  poffeffion  remained 
undecided,  and  Dominica  was  confidered'  as  a 
neutral  ifland,  by  three  Crowns  ^  till  the  year 
1759,  when,  by  conqueft,  it  fell  under  the 
dominion  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  was  afterwards 
ceded  to  England,  by  the  treaty  of  peace  con- 
cluded at  Paris,  in  February  1763. 

On  the  ceffion  of  the  ifland  to  the  Englifli, 
Commiffioners  were  appointed  under  the  Great 
Seal,  and  fent  out  there  with  authority,  to  fell 
and  difpofe  of  the  lands  by  public  fale,  to 
Englilh  fubjeds,  in  allotments.  ''  Of  not 
**  more  than  one  hundred  acres  of  fuch  land 
*'  as  was  cleared  j  and  not  exceeding  three 
*^  hundred  acres  in  woods,  to  any  one  perfoHj^ 
'*  who  fliould  be  the  befl:  bidder  for  the  fame." 
Thefe  allotments  were  difpofed  of  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  Crown,  and  were  confirmed  to  the 
purchafer,  by  grants,  under  tlie  Great  Seal  of 

England ; 
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England ;  with  conditions  in  each  grant, 
'*  That  every  purchafer  fhould  pay  down 
**  twenty  per  cent  of  the  whole  purchafe  mo- 
**  ney,  together  with  fixpence  fterling  per 
*^  acre,  for  the  expence  of  furveying  the  land ; 
^*  and  that,  the  remainder  of  the  purchafe 
^*  money  fhould  be  fecured  by  bonds  ^  to  be 
**  paid  by  equal  inftallments,  in  the  fpace  of 
<<  five  years,  next  after  the  date  of  the  grant. 
"  That,  each  purchafer  fhould  keep  on  the 
*'  lands  fo  by  him  purchafed,  one  white  man, 
^*  or  two  white  women  for  every  hundred  acres 
"  of  land,  as  it  became  cleared ;  for  the  pur- 
*'  pofe  of  cultivating  the  fame.  Or  in  de- 
**  fault  thereof,  or  non  payment  of  the  re- 
**  mainder  of  the  purchafe  money,  the  lands 
"  were  to  be  forfeited  to  his  Majefty,  his 
"  heirs  and  fuccefTors.'^ 

The  Commiflioners  were  alfo  impowered  to 

execute  leafes  to  the  French  inhabitants,  of 

fuch  lands  as  were  found  in  their  poffeflion  at 
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the  time  of  the  furrender  of  the  ifland;  and 
which  lands  were  thus  leafed  to  thofe  inhabi- 
tants, who  were  defirous  of  keeping  them  in 
poileflion,  oti  confideration  of  their  taking  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  to  his  Britannic  Majefty. 

Thefe  leafes  were  executed  for  a  term,  n#t 
lefs  than  leven,  fome  fourteen,  and  others  for 
forty  years  abfolute ;  renewable  at  the  time  li- 
initted  for  the  expiration  of  the  fame.     With ' 
conditions  in  every  leafe,  "  That  the  polTelibr, 
**  his  heirs  or  affigns,  Ihould  pay  to  his  Ma- 
''  jefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceffors,    the  fum  of 
**  two  ihillings  fterling  per  annum,  for  every 
'*  acre  of  land,    of  which  the  leafe  fhould 
-<'  confift.''     ''  And,  that  they  fhould  not  fell 
^'  or  difpofe  of  their  lands,  without  the  con- 
^'  fent  and  approbation  of  tlie  Governor,  or 
''  Commander  in  chief  of  that  ifland,  fur  the 
**  time  being/' 

The 
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The  Commiffioners  were  likewife  impowered 
to  make  grants,  under  the  Great  Seal,  of  lots 
to  poor  fettlers  -,  to  fuch  Englifh  fubjeds,  as 
ihould  be  deemed  fit  objedis  of  his  Majefty's 
bounty ;  in  allotments  of  not  more  than  thirty 
acres  of  land,  to  any  one  perfon.  With  au- 
thority alfo  to  the  faid  Commiffioners,  to  re- 
ferve  and  keep  fuch  lands,  in  the  moft  conve- 
nient parts  of  the  ifland  as  they  fhould  think 
proper  for  fortifications,  and  the  ufe  of  his 
Majefty's  army,  and  navy.  Together  with  a 
boundary  of  fifty  feet  from  the  fea  fhore,  round 
the  whole  ifland  5  and  referving  all  mines,  of 
gold  and  filver,  which  might  thereafter  be  dlf- 
covered  there,  for  the  ufe  of  his  Majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fucceflbrs  ^, 

This    ifland   is    29   miles   in  length,    and 
16  miles    in    breadth,    but  in  fome  parts  it 

*  It  is  the  opinion  of  many  peop'e,  that  there  are  mines 
of  both  thofe  metals  in  this  ifland;  particularly  of  filver; 
pieces  of  filver  ore  having  been  found  in  the  interior 
N.  E.  part.  '^  ^'  ' 
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IS  broader,  being  of  a  very  irregular  figure. 
It  is  rugged  and  mountainous  in  lome 
parts )  but  fpacious  plains,  ar)d  fine  extenfivc 
vallies  are  interfperfed  throughout  the  ifland, 
which  are  in  general  very  productive. 

The  climate  of  this  country  is  hot  at  times, 
in  places  on  the  fea  coaft,  that  are  much  fhel- 
tered  by  mountains;  but  in  the  open  parts  of 
the  ifland>  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  fea 
fhore,  it  is  moderately  cool  at  moft  times,  and 
greatly  refembles  the  climate  of  England,  in 
fummer.  This  is  occafioned  by  the  almofl 
conftant  breezes  blowing  from  the  mountains, 
which  moderating  the  heat,  render  it  more 
fupportabie  than  it  is,  in  thofe  iilands  of 
the  Weft  Indies  that  are  more  level.  In 
the  interior  mountainous  parts,  it  is  perfectly 
cool  in  general  ^  owing  to  the  vaft  quantity 
of  tall  woods,  and  the  heavy  rains  which  fall 
in  thofe  places,  in  fome  part  or  other  almoft 
every  day;  which  render  it  fo  cold,  in  the  night 

efpecially. 
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efpecially,  that  people  who  refide  there  are 
obliged  to  ufe  woollen  coverings  on  their  beds, 
in  the  fame  quantity  as  in  winter  time  in  Eng- 
land *. 

The  climate  is,  however,  reckoned  very 
wholefome,  efpecially  in  thofe  places  where 
invalids  ufually  go  for  the  recovery  of  their 
health,  which  is  frequently  re^eftablidied 
by  a  few  weeks  refidence  there,  Befides,  a 
good  breeze  generally  blows  from  the  moun- 
tains moft  part  of  the  day,  which  greatly  mo- 
derates the  heat  on  the  fea  coaft;  and  perfons 
vi^ho  live  there  temperately  are  feidom  afflidled 
with  the  diforders,  incident  to  moft  other  Weft 
India  iilands. 

*  In  the  interior  parts  of  this  ifland,  it  Is  impoflible  to 
preferve  fait  in  its  proper  ftite  ;  for  as  foon  as  it  is  brought, 
thither,  it  diiTolves  into  a  thick  liquid,  from  tJie  remarkable 
dampnefs  of  the  air.  Ttus  dampneis  is  alfo  prejudicial  to 
Articles  of  furniture  that  are  glued,  which  frequently, 
^fter  a  long  fucceiTion  of  rain,  will  fall  to  pieces. 

B  4  The 
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The  wet  feafon  in  this  country  commonly 
fets  in  about  the  end  of  Auguft,  and  conti- 
nues till  about  the  beginning  of  January,  but 
with  frequent  intervals  of  fine  weather.  The 
feverity  of  the  rainy  feafon,  is  ufually  in  the 
months  of  September  and  O6lober,  when  very 
heavy  continual  rain  falls  for  days  together; 
jDay,  it  has  been  known  to  fall  there  for  two  or 
three  weeks  at  a  time,  with  very  little  inter- 
miffion.  The  ifland,  however,  is  feldom 
without  rain,  in  fbme  part  or  other ;  and  often 
during  a  promifing  day,  the  difappointed  tra- 
veller meets  with  fuch  fudden,  and  '  heavy 
fliowers,  that  in  an  inftant  wet  him  to  the 
fkin,  nor  is  an  umbrella  or  great  coat  of 
much  fervice,  the  rain  falling  in  fuch  large 
drops,  and  often  accompanied  with  fuch  fevere 
gulls  of  wind,  that  the  umbrella  is  rather  aa 
inconvenience;  but  let  him  be  careful  to  change 
his  wet  cloaths  as  foon  as  poffible,  for  incon- 
fideration,  in  this  refped,  has  proved  fatal  to 
m^iny  in  this  climate. 

Wheu 
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When  the  rains  are  violent  and  of  long  con- 
tinuance, they  do  great  mifchief  in  the  ifland, 
among  the  plantations ;  carrying  away  large 
tradls  of  land  with  coffee,  plantain  trees,  fugar 
canes,  and  ground  provifions  ^  which  are  all 
hurried  into  the  fea.  In  the  towns  alfo,  they 
often  do  much  damage,  caufing  the  rivers  to 
overflow  their  banks,  or  breaking  out  in  frefh 
places,  carry  away  houfes,  or  whatever  elfe 
ilands  in  the  way  of  thefe  dreadful  torrents. 

Thunder  and  lightening  is  feldom  fo  fevers 
in  Dominica,  or  does  fo  much  damage  there  as 
in  many  other  parts  of  the  Weft  Indies ;  al- 
though there  have  been  fome  inftances  of  light- 
ening ftriking  veiTels  in  the  road,  damaging 
houfes  and  killing  people ;  but  fuch  inftances 
are  very  rare. 

Nor  are  earthquakes,  thofe  alarming  phaeno- 
mena  of  nature,  fo  frequent,  or  fo  deftrudtive 
in  this,  as  in  many  other  Weft  India  iflands; 

yet. 
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yet,  it  is  aflerted  by  fome  of  the  firft  Inha* 
bitants,  that  earthquakes  happened  here  for- 
merly very  frequently;  efpecially  foon  after  the 
Englifh  firft  took  pofTeffion  of  the  country ; 
when  they  were  felt  feverely,  feveral  times 
in  a  day,  for  the  fpace  of  fome  weeks  toge- 
ther, which  fo  terrified  the  inhabitants,  that 
they  were  on  the  point  of  quitting  the  place, 
but  happily  they  foon  fubfided.  Thefe  peo- 
ple fay  likewife,  that  although  no  material 
damage  happened  at  that  time,  yet  that  the 
ifland  was  fplit  in  feveral  places ;  and  in  parti- 
cular, a  large  chafm  was  m.ade  in  a  mountain 
there  called  Demoulins,  fo  very  deep,  that 
though  they  attempted  with  feveral  coils 
of  cordage  fpliced  together,  yet  they  were 
unable  to  fathom  it.  There  is,  however,  no 
appearance  left  of  that  remarkable  circum^ 
ftance,  which  yet  by  no  means  contradidls 
the  veracity  of  their  report. 

Hurri- 
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Hurricanes,  thofe  dreadful  fcourges  of  the 
Weil:  Indies,  are  feldom  very  fevere  in  Domi- 
vAca;  and  in  comparifon  with  the  mifchief 
they  generic  liy  do  in  other  iflands,  may  more 
properly  be  termed  only  heavy  gufts  of  wind, 
efpeciaHy  when  compared  with  the  deftrudtion. 
done  by  diat  in  the  Leward  iflands  the  firft  of 
September,  1772  ;  the  moft  dreadful  one  that 
for  fome  time  has  been  felt  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
In  the  hurricane  feafon,  the  damage  received  in 
Dominica  is  principally  occafioned  by  the 
very  heavy  rains,  or  by  the  f.a,  which  fome* 
times  in  thofe  feafon s  tumbles  into  the  bays, 
cfpecially  that  of  Rofeau,  in  a  very  frightful 
manner ;  and  making  on  the  fhore,  overwhelms 
the  veffels  that  unfortunately  happen  to  be  there 
at  anchor;  and  fvveeps  away  the  houfes,  or 
Vv'hatever  elfe  is  in  the  way  of  its  deftrudtive 
force. 

A   particular   circumftance    of  this   kind, 
which  happened  there  the  laft  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 
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ber,  1780,  was  the  moft  remarkable  that  has 
occurred  in  this  ifland,  in  the  memory  of  the 
oldeft  inhabitant,  and  did  the  moft  mifchief, 
It  did  confiderable  damage  among  the  planta- 
tions, and  in  Rofeau  deftroyed  feveral  houfes  on 
the  bay,  and  feveral  veiTels  in  the  road* 

The  efFefts  of  thefe  hurricanes  in  the  Weft 
Indies  are  truly  aftonifhing ;  for  the  wind,  with 
a  fury  hardly  credible,  blowing  from  different 
points  at  one  and  the  fame  inftant,  carries  all 
before  it ;  the  rain  is  as  it  were  taken  out  of  the 
fea,  and  hurled  on  the  land  in  clouds  ^  which 
from  not  having  time  to  exhale,  is  .as  fait  as 
the  briny  element  from  which  it  was  driven  3 
and  falls  in  drops  as  large  as  hail  ftones, 
affeding  the  hands  and  naked  face,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  a  fevere  hail  ftorm  -,  the  whole 
of  the  fcene  is  truly  alarming  and  beyond  de- 
fcription  dreadful. 

The 


ISLAND     OF     DOMINICA.  I3 

The  mornings  and  evenings  in  Dominica 
arc  in  general  remarkably  pleafant  and  cool ; 
that  is  to  fay,  from  day  break  till  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  between  five  and 
fix  o'clock  till  bed  time  in  the  evening.  Early 
in  the  morning  is  the  time,  v^hen  thofe 
who  can  afford  it,  and  v^ifh  to  preferve  their 
healths,  will  do  well  to  employ  their  leifure 
time  till  breakfafl,  either  riding  on  horfeback, 
or  taking  a  walk,  to  enjoy  the  cool,  en- 
livening breezes.  Bathing,  previous  to  thefc 
cxercifes,  is  alfo  the  befl  prefervative  of  health, 
and  here  people  have  the  opportunity  of  doing 
it  either'in  the  rivers  or  in  the  fea. 

Frequently  bathing  in  cold  water  is  pro- 
dudive  of  much  benefit  to  perfons  in  warm 
climates ;  as,  exclufive  of  that  which  arifes 
from  cleanlinefs,  fo  neceffary  in  hot  countries, 
it  braces  the  nerves,  and  keeps  the  body  re- 
frefhingly  cool  the  whole  day  after.  By  taking 
a  ride  there  on  horfeback,  a  perfon  in  the  fpace 
2  of 
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of  half  an  hour  is  tranfported  from  an  unconi^ 
fortable  warm  air  on  the  fea  coaft,  to  a  plea-^ 
fantly  cool  retreat  in  the  interior  parts  of  the 
country ;  which,  in  an  evening  efpecially,  he 
may  leifurely  enjoy,  till  difpofed  to  return  to 
town ;  when  the  breezes,  by  that  time  fet  in 
to  blov/  from  the  mountains,  permit  him  to 
fleep  the  remainder  of  the  night  in  cool  tran- 
quillity. 

The  taking  a  moriyng  or  evening's  walk  in 
this  ifland,  by  the  fides  of  the  rivers,  whofe 
glafly  furface  glides  fwiftly  on,  or  murmuring 
water-falls  foam  to  the  view,  is  very  pleaiing* 
Does  fancy  lead  him  to  enjoy  the  fcene,  a 
mile  or  two,  he  ftill  finds  ample  amufement. 
Viewing  the  rapid  ftreams,  he  fees  the  fil- 
vered  fry,  fporting  on  its  furface,  in  aftonifh- 
ing  numbers.  The  ferpentine  windings  of  the 
rivers  in  fome  parts ;  in  others,  the  waters 
wide,  deep,  and  filently  flowing  along;  and  m 
many  places,  numberlefs  falls  of  water,  tum- 
bling 


ISLAND    OF    DOMINICA.  1^ 

bling  down  the  fides  of  fteep  precipices,  or 
rufhing  over  the  tops  of  huge  ftones  in  the 
beds  of  the  rivers,  at  once  charm  both  the 
fight  and  hearing.  Is  he  fond  of  the  de- 
lightful fludy  of  botany  3  here  an  extenfive 
field  is  open  for  his  fpeculation,  and  number- 
lefs  curious  fhrubs,  plants,  and  flowers,  that 
grow  fpontaneoufly,  afford  him  ample  fcope  for 
enquiry  ? 

Rifing  early  in  a  morning  in  this  country^ 
you  have  the  delightful  pleafure  of  exploring 
the  wonders  of  the  heavens;  the  morning 
flar,  with  a  rapidity  that  exceeds  all  bounds 
of  conception,  running  its  daily  courfe;  the  fun 
emerging  from  the  fea,  all  glorious  to  behold  5 
and  in  the  words  of  the  Pfalmift,  *'  Com- 
*'  ing  forth  like  a  bridegroom  out  of  his  cham- 
**  ber;"  and  all  the  leffen planets  twinkling 
into  obfcurity.  In  the  evening  in  Dominica, 
is  the  moft  amazingly  glorious  fcenery  that 
.can  poffibly  be  imagined;  the  heavens  be- 
4  fpangled 
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Ipangled  with  innumerable  ftars,  which  the 
denfe  climate  of  Europe  hides  from  mortal 
jQght,  or  which  are  but  barely  to  be  diftin- 
guifhed,  are  in  this  iiland  open  to  full  view  -, 
and  the  lovers  of  ailronomy  have  there  an 
opportunity  to  make  new  difcoveries  in  that 
fcience. 

In  the  evenings,  although  the  air  is  cool, 
yet  It  is  not  accompanied  by  thofe  noxious 
vapours,  fo  remarkable  for  their  dangerous 
efFeds  in  fome  parts  of  the  Weft  Indies ;  fo 
that  it  is  not  uncommon  for  people  in  this 
Ifland  to  fit  whole  evenings  in  the  open  air, 
without  any  detriment  to  their  healths. 


C  H  A  P^ 
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CHAPTER    IL 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  SOIL,  MOUNTAINS,  AND  W00D2 
OF  VALUABLE  TIMBER,  AND  OTHER  TREES:  ALSO 
OF  THE  BIRDS  OF  THE  WOODS,  PECULIAR  TO  THE 
ISLAND. 

THE  Soil  of  Dominica,  in  fome  places,  is 
a  light,  brown-coloured  mould,  that  appears 
to  have  been  wafhed  down  from  the  moun- 
tains, and  mixed  with  decayed  branches,  and 
leaves  of  trees.  In  the  level  country,  towards 
the  fea  coail,  and  in  many  places  of  the  in- 
terior parts,  it  is  a  fine,  deep,  black  mould, 
which  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  fugar  cane,  coffee,  cocoa,  and  all  other 
articles  of  Weft  India  produce.  The  under 
ftratum  of  the  foil  is  a  yellow,  or  brick  clay, 
in  fome  parts,  in  others  it  is  a  ftiff  tarrace; 
but  it  is  in  moft  parts  very  ftoney. 

C  The 
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The  land  is  in  general  very  produdive, 
efpecially  in  the  interior  parts,  but  towards  the 
fea  coaft,  it  requires  to  be  frequently  manured; 
becaufe  the  furface  of  it  ufually  opens  into  large 
chafms  in  dry  weather,  thereby  expofing  the  foil 
to  the  exceffive  heat  of  the  fun ;  fo  that  its  ve- 
getative quality  can  only  beVeftored  by  dung- 
ing. This,  however,  is  not  very  eafily  don« 
by  the  greater  part  of  the  planters ;  becaufe  they 
have  not  in  general  a  fufficient  number  of 
cattle  on  their  plantations,  in  proportion  to 
the  land  under  cultivation,  of  the  fugar  cane 
in  particular;  from  whence,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  and  to  the  want  of  negroes,  is  to  be 
attributed  the  fmall  quantity  of  fugar  exported 
from  this  fettlement  to  England. 

Several  of  the  mountains  of  this  illand  are 
continually  burning  with  fulphur,  of  which 
.  they  emit  vaft  quantities.     From  thefe  moun- 
tains   ifTue    numbers    of    fprings    of   mine- 
ral 
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ral  water,  whcfe  virtues  are  extolled  for  the 
cure  of  many  diforders ;  ia  Ipme  places  the 
water  is  fo  very  hot,  as  to  boil  an  egg,  &c. 
in  lefs  time  than  boiling  water,  and  this 
heat  is  retained  at  fome  diftance  from  its 
fource. 

Thefe  fulphureous  mountains  are  certainly 
among  the  moil  wonderful  phaenomena  of  na- 
ture, and  command  our  aftonifhment  and 
admiration.  To  fee  v^ft  traces  of  land  on  fire, 
whofe  fmoke,  like  clouds,  ftretches  far  around ; 
brimftone  in  flames,  like  ftreams  of  water  if- 
fuing  from  the  fides  of  precipices ;  in  the 
vallies  large  holes  full  of  bituminous  matter, 
boiling  and  bubbling  like  a  caldron;  the 
earth  trembling  under  the  tread,  and  burft- 
ing  out  with  loud  explofions,  are  objecfts 
truly  terrific  to  the  beholders ;  w^ho,  on  the 
ipot,  are  ftruck  with  awe  and  admiration, 
on  viewing  fuch  dreadful  works  of  the  Al- 
C  2  niighty 
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mighty,  who  caufes  them  to  exift,  for  pur- 
pofes  only  known  by  him  *. 

Others  of  the  mountains  are  exceedingly  large 
and  high,  whofe  fummits,  fides  and  feet  are 
covered  with  vaft  tall  woods,  which  together 
with  the  under  woods,  are  fo  crouded  as  to  be 
almoft  impervious  to  the  eye,  and  that  for  fe- 
veral  miles  around.  From  the  tops  and  fides 
of  thefe  defcend  numberlefs  fprings  and  water- 
falls, which  form  the  moft  delightfully  roman- 
tic cafcades,  of  fine,  cool,  wholefome  water, 
as  clear  as  cryftal,  excepting  in  places  where  it 
is  tinctured  with  fulphur. 

*  In  places  where  thefe  fulphureous  mountains  are  fitu- 
ated,  there  is  no  poUibility  of  prei'erving  articles  of  filver  in 
their  .lean  bright  orderjas  they  turn  blackand  are  npt  fit  for 
ufe,  unlefs  cleared  from  a  moiflure  that  adheres  to  them. 
This»is  alfo  perceptible  to  perfons  having  money  in  their 
pockets,  buckles  or  buttons  on  their  cloaths  made  of  that 
metal;  which  will  immediately  on  their  coming  thither 
turn  black,  from  the  powerfully  quick  efFed  of  the  fulphur 
on  them. 

The 
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■  The  woods  of  Dominica,  which  conftitute 
nearly  two -thirds  of  the  iiland  at  prefent,  in- 
cluding the  parts  that  are  incapable  of  cultiva- 
tion, on  account  of  fteep  and  rugged  mountains, 
afford  a  vaft  fiand  of  excellent  timber :  con- 
fifting  of  locus-w^ood,  bullet-tree,  maftic,  cin- 
namon, rofe-wood,  yellcw-fanders,  baftard- 
mahogany,  iron-wood,  leveral  fpecies  of  ce- 
dar, and  various  other  forts  of  wood,  ufeful 
for  building  houfes,  veffels  and  canoes,  for 
furniture,  for  dying,  and  other  necefiary  pur- 
pofes. 

In  the  woods,  an  awful,  yet  pleaiing  foli- 
tarinefs  prevails ;  but  that  which  makes  them 
the  more  agreeably  romantic,  is  the  noife  of 
falling  waters,  the  whiffling  of  the  wind 
among  the  trees,  the  finging  and  chirping  of 
an  innumerable  quantity  of  birds  among  the 
branches,  and  the  uncommon  cries  of  various 
kinds  of  harmlefs  infeds,  which  together  with 

C  3  the 
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the  dark  fliadinefs  of  the  trees,  form  a  folenin 
but  delightful  fcene  for  contemplation. 

The  trees  in  the  woods  are  of  uncommon 
height,  and  by  far  exceed  in  loftinefs  the  talleft 
trees  in  England.  In  this  ifland  their  tops 
feem  to  touch  the  clouds,  which  appear  as  if 
ikimming  fwiftly  over  their  upper  branches ; 
and  looking  up  the  trees  is  painful  to  the  eye. 
Many  of  the  trees  are  likewife  of  enormous 
girt,  and  their  fpreading  boughs  extend  far 
around ;  thofe  of  the  fig-tree  efpecially,  un- 
der whofe  inviting  ihade  hundreds  at  a  time 
may  repofe  themfelves,  without  fear  of  being 
wet  by  the  heavieft  fliower  of  rain,  or  dread 
of  the  influence  of  the  fcorching  fun-beams. 

In  the  woods  the  trees  are,  in  common, 
covered  with  different  foliage,  fo  that  it  is 
ufual  to  fee  one  tree  dreffed  out  with  the  rich 
liveries   of  fcveral,  all   growing  in   beautiful 

variety : 
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variety:  the  trunk  and  branches,  covered 
with  ivy  and  other  plants,  growing  on  them 
like  houfe-leeks. 

That  the  leaves  of  different  trees  fhould 
be  found  on  one  tree,  is  an  objeft  worthy  of 
ipeculatiofi  -,  but  yet,  in  my  opinion,  is  no 
other  way  to  be  accounted  for,  than  by 
fuppofing  that  the  feeds  of  different  trees, 
being  fcattered  by  the  wind,  fall  into  the 
heart  of  the  fame  plant,  like  houfe-leeks,  and 
are  thus  incorporated  into  the  tree  on  which 
they  are  feen  growing. 

The  different  fpecies  of  ivy,  or  rather  wild 
vines,  in  the  woods,  grow  to  a  great  fize,  and 
have  the  appearance  of  fo  many  cords,  or 
thick  ropes,  fattened  to  the  branches.  Some 
of  thefe  are  very  tough,  Urong,  and  ufeful ; 
and  hoops,  bafkets,  and  other  wicker  utenfils 
are  made  of  them  :  alfo  walking-flicks,  called 
C  4  •  fupple- 


2^  THE    HISTORY    OF    THE 

fupple-jacks,  which,  if  cut  in  the  proper  fea^ 
fon,  are  very  durable,  and  fo  pliant,  that 
both  ends  may  be  bent  together  without 
breaking  them.  Thefe  being  in  general  regu- 
larly knotted,  and  of  a  good  poliih,  are  much 
admired  for  walking- flicks,  or  to  ufe  on  horfe-. 
back  inftead  of  whips  ;  for  both  which  pur- 
pofes  many  of  them  are  frequently  fent  to 
England,  where  they  are  well  known. 

Among  other  valuable  trees  In  the  woods  of 
Dominica  is  the  gum-tree,  which  yields  great 
quantities  of  that  article.  The  circumference 
of  the  body  of  this  tree  is  generally  very  great, 
and  Its  timber  is,  on  that  account,  made  into 
Ci^noes;  w^hich  is  done  by  digging  or  burning 
'out  the  infide,  and  fhaping  the  log  into  form. 
The  gum  falls  from  the  body  and  branches  of 
the  tree  in  great  quanticies,  in  fubftance  like 
white  w^ax,  and  was  very  ferviceable  to  the 
planters  of  that  ifland,  during  the  time  it  wa^ 
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In  pofTeffion  of  the  French  laft  war ;  this  gum 
being  ufed  inftead  of  oil,  which  could  not 
then  be  had,  to  burn  in  lamps  in  <  the  boiling 
houfes  when  making  fugar.  The  Romifh  priefts 
of  this  ifland  ufe  it  likewife  in  their  cenfers  at 
funerals,  and  other  ceremonies  of  their  church, 
it  having  a  very  aromatic  fmell  when  burning ; 
and  it  is  fuppofed  to  contain  virtues  which 
might  be  valuable  in  medicines,  was  it  better 
known, 

The  timber  alfo  of  this  tree,  as  well 
as  that  of  feveral  others  in  the  woods, 
makes  good  Ihingles  for  covering  of  houfes, 
and  was  very  ferviceable  for  making  ftaves 
for  fugar  and  coifee  cafks,  at  the  time  the 
Americans  refufed  fupplying  the  Engllfli  co- 
lonies with  them.  Several  fine  floops  and 
fchooners  have  likewife  been  built  of  the 
timber  of  this  ifland;  and  the  veflels  that 
have, been  built  of  it  are  eileemed  prefer- 
able 
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able,  both  for  ftrength  and  durability,  to 
others  built  of  timber  imported  from  North 
America. 

Cabbage  trees  are  in  great  plenty  in  Do- 
minica, and  are  very  ferviceable  on  the 
plantations,  as  their  trunks  fawed,  or  fplit, 
make  good  laths  or  rails  for  cattle-pens,  being 
very  durable  :  the  branches  and  leaves  are  ufed 
for  thatching  of  houfes ;  and  the  cabbage  part 
of  them  is  excellent  eating.  Thefe  trees  arc 
of  great  height,  have  much  the  appearance  of 
the  cocoa-nut  tree,  and  bear  a  berry  much 
like  a  date.  The  cabbage  part  is  in  the  top, 
whence  it  is  taken  after  the  tree  is  cut  down ; 
and  when  that  part  is  boiled  it  is  equally  as 
good,  and  taftes  much  like  the  bottom  part 
of  an  artichoke.  It  alfo  makes  a  very  good 
pickle,  fome  of  which  is  often  fent  to  Eng- 
land as  prefents. 

The 
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The  woods  of  Dominica  abound  with  wild 
j)igeons,  mountain  doves,  ring-neck  doves, 
ground  doves,  partridges,  mackaws,  parrots, 
hawks,  diablotins,  and  a  variety  of  finging  and 
other  fmall  birds  j  among  which  is  the  moun-* 
tain  whifller,  the  thrufh,  and  wren  :  from 
the  finging,  whiftling,  and  chirping  of 
which,  the  woods  refound  in  a  moft  de- 
lightful manner. 

The  wild  pigeon  is  of  the  fize  of  the  com- 
mon houfe  pigeon,  has  a  red  bill  and  legs, 
and  its  feathers  are  of  a  dark  blue,  tinged 
with  a  gold  colour.  They  build  on  the  tops 
of  the  highefl:  trees,  lay  only  two  eggs  at  a 
fitting,  but  hatch  feveral  times  in  the  feafon, 
which  is  from  February  to  Auguft.  Their 
flefh  is  of  a  dark  colour,  and  is-  very  fat  when 
they  are  in  feafon,  which  is  after  their  breed- 
ing time  is  over,  when  it  has  a  moft  delicious 
flavour,  and  is  greatly  relilhed. 

The 
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The  mountain  dove  is  alfo  nearly  the  lize  of 
a  houfe  pigeon,  has  the  fame  red-coloured 
bill  and  legs,  but  its  feathers  are  of  a  brown 
colour.  It  differs  but  little  from  the  ring- 
neck  dove,  being  only  a  fize  larger,  and  builds 
its  neft  on  trees  in  the  mountains,  or  at  the 
fides  of  fleep  precipices,  v^here  it  makes  a 
pleafing,  loud,  plaintive  noife.  The  ring- 
neck  dove  builds  in  coverts  in  the  v^oods,  as 
does  alfo  the  partridge,  which  is  likewife  a 
fpecies  of  the  dove  kind,  but  from  its  great 
refemblance,  it  is  called  the  pieddrie  by  the 
French.  The  fle(h  of  the  three  kinds  is 
much  liked,  but  has  a  bitter  tafte,  as  has 
that  of  mofl  other  birds  of  the  country,  ow- 
ing to  the  berries  they  feed  on;  this  tafte, 
though  at  firft  difagreeable,  is  foon  reliflied 
by  moft  people,  and  they  are  reckoned  very 
wholefome,  The  ground  dove  is  not  much 
bigger  than  a  lark  when  ftripped  of  its  fea- 
thers, which  are  of  a  brown  colour.  It  has 
a  red  bill  and  leg^,  makes  a  pleafing  plaintive 

noife^ 


ISLAND    OF    DOMINICA.  2g 

noife,  and  when  killed  in  feafon  its  flelli  is 
very  fat,  and  of  a  delicious  flavour ;  for  which 
reafon  is  is  generally  called  the  Weft- India 
ortolon. 

The  mackaw  is  of  the  parrot  kind,  but 
larger  than  the  common  parrot,  and  makes  a 
more  difagreeable,  harfh  noife.  They  are  in 
great  plenty,  as  are  alfo  parrots  in  this  ifland  ; 
have  both  of  them  a  delightful  green  and  yel* 
low  plumage,  with  a  fcarlet- coloured  flefhy 
fubftance  from  the  ears  to  tlie  root  of  the  bill, 
of  which  colour  is  likewife  the  chief  feathers 
of  their  wings  and  tails.  They  breed  on  the 
tops  of  the  higheft  trees,  where  they  feed  on 
the  berries  in  great  numbers  together;  and  are 
eafily  difcovered  by  their  loud  chattering  noife, 
which  at  a  diftance  refembles  human  voices. 
The  mackaws  cannot  be  t^up-ht  to  articulate 
words ;  but  the  parrots  of  this  country  may, 
by  taking  pains  with  them  when  caught 
young.     The  flefh  of  both  is  eat,  but  being 

very 
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very  fat,  it  wafles  in  roafting,  and  eats  dry 
and  infipid;  for  which  reafon,  they  are  chiefly 
ufed  to  make  foup  of,  which  is  accounted 
very  nutritive. 

The  hawks  are  of  two  kinds,  the  one  of 
the  largeft  fize  of  thofe  fpecies,  the  other  that 
of  the  fmall  fort  in  England.  They  are  both  very 
ferocious,  commit  great  depredations  among 
the  other  birds  in  the  woods,  and  on  the  plan- 
tations often  deftroy  fowls  and  houfe  pigeons. 

The  diablotin,  fo  called  by  the  French, 
from  its  uncommonly  ugly  appearance,  is 
nearly  the  fize  of  a  duck,  and  is  web-footed. 
It  has  a  big  round  head,  crooked  bill  like  a 
diav/k,  and  large  full  eyes  like  an  owl.  Its 
head,  part  of  the  neck,  chief  feathers  of 
the  wings  and  tail,  are  black;  the  other 
parts  of  its  body  are  covered  with  a  milk- 
white  fine  down ;  and  its  whole  appearance 

I  is 
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is  perfedlly  fingular.  They  feed  on  iifli,  flying 
in  great  flocks  to  the  fea  fide  in  the  night- 
time ;  and  in  their  flight  make  a  difagreeable 
loud  noife  hke  owls  :  which  bird  they  alfo 
refemble,  by  their  diflike  of  maJcing  their  ap^ 
pcarance  in  the  day-time,  when  they  are  hid 
in  holes  in  the  mountains,  where  they  are 
eafily  caught.  Thi&  is  done  by  fl:opping  up 
ibme  of  the  holes,  which  lead  to  their  hiding 
places,  and  placing  empty  bags  over  the  reft> 
which  communicate  under-ground  with  thole 
flopped :  the  birds  at  their  ufual  time  of 
going  forth  to  feek  their  food  in  the  night- 
time, finding  their  paflTage  impeded,  make 
to  the  holes  covered  with  the  bags ;  into 
which  entering,  they  are  immediately  caught/ 
and  great  numbers  of  them  taken  in  that 
manner  in  a  fliort  time.  The  fleili  of  the 
diablotin  is  much  admired  by  the  French, 
who  ufed  formerly  to  export  great  quan- 
tities   of    them    falted,    to   Martinique   and 

other 
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Other  French  iflands ;  but  the  traffic  was  pat 
a  flop  to  by  the  Legiflature  of  Dominica> 
who,  by  an  A6t  made  for  apprehending  run- 
away negroes,  prohibited  the  taking  of  thofe 
birds  :  as  before  that  time^  the  runaways  being 
numerous  in  the  woods,  furniflied  great  quan- 
tities of  them,  for  which  they  had  in  return^ 
from  fome  ill-difpofed  white  people,  mufkets, 
powder,  and  balls ;  which  they  made  ufe  of 
in  murdering  the  Englifh  inhabitants  on  tha 
plantations. 

The  mountain  whiftler  is  of  the  fize  of  an 
Englifli  lark,  and  is  remarkable  only  for  its 
loud  charming  whiffle,  which  refembles  the 
human  voice  in  the  melodious  notes;  but 
which  this  bird  varies  in  a  moil  afloniiliing 
manner. 

The  thruih  is  nearly  the  fize  of  that  in 
England,  and  has   much   the  fame  kind  of 

whiffle 
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whiftle.  The  wren  is  alfo  of  the  fize  and 
figure  of  thofe  in  England,  and  fings  delight- 
fully, efpecially  early  in  the  morning,  and  in 
the  evening  when  other  birds  are  at  rooft :  for 
which  reafon  it  is  by  fome,  called  the  night- 
ingale. What  is  remarkable  of  the  finging 
birds  of  this  country  is>  that  they  lofe  their 
finging  faculties  when  taken,  pine  away  and 
die,  notwithftanding  the  greateft  attention  is 
paid  to  them. 

There  are  alfo  great  numbers  of  owls  in 
the  woods  of  this  ifland,  and  they  make  a 
moft  hideous,  difagreeable  noife  in  the  night- 
time. Swallows  and  bats  are  here  likewife 
in  great  plenty ;  the  latter  breeding  in  hollow 
trees  and  in  old  houfes  ^  but  it  has  not  yet 
been  difcovered  where  the  fwallows  breed,  or 
retire  to  -,  yet  they  are  frequently  feen  flying 
in  great  flocks  during  the  wetfeafon,  and  their 
appearance  is  reclconsd  a  fure  token  of  ap- 
proaching rainy  weather. 

D  Dominica 
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Dominica  is  vifited  in  the  hurricane  months 
by  wild  ducks,  curlews,  plovers,  and  fnipes^ 
but  not  in  fuch  numbers  at  a  time,  as  thtf 
are  ufually  fttn  in  fome  Weft  India  iflands, 
owing  to  there  being  very  few  fpots  of  ftag- 
nated  water  in  this  ifland,  and  to  the  great 
quantity  of  land  in  it  ftill  covered  with 
woods. 

Shortly  after  the  reduction  of  this  ifland  by 
the  French  laft  war,  the  Marquis  Duchilleau, 
then  Governor,  prohibited  the  killing  of  game 
during  the  breeding  feafon.  This  prohibition 
has  iince  been  made  into  a  law,  by  the  Englifh 
Legiflature  of  Dominica,  as  a  circumflance 
highly  neceflary  ^  n.ot  only  to  prevent  the  runa- 
way negroes  from  trafficking  with  that  com- 
modity for  arms  and  amniunition,  but  alfo  to 
preferve  the  game,  which  would  probably  have 
become  extlndl,  if  an  unlimitted  power  of  de- 
ftroying  them  had  not  been  reftraiiie.d. 

C  H  A  1^ 


ISLAND    OF    DOMINICA,  35 


CHAPTER    III. 

0¥  THE  RIVERS  AND  LAKfS  IN  THE  ISLAND,  RIVER 
AND  FRESH  V>'ATER  FISH,  ALSO  OF  SEA  FISH,  LAND 
CRABS,  AND  A  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  NATIVE  QUA- 
DRUPED,   AND  ©THER  ANIMALS. 

DOMINICA  is  well  watered,  there  being 
upwards  of  thirty  fine  rivers  in  the  ifland, 
befides  great  numbers  of  rivulets  of  excellent 
frelh  water,  but  none  of  the  rivers  are  navi- 
gable ;  yet,  in  the  rainy  feafon,  they  are  fome- 
times  very  deep  and  rapid,  coming  down  often 
in  a  frightful  manner,  carrying  away  confider- 
able  tracks  of  land,  large  trees,  huge  ftones, 
and  fometimes  houfes,  into  the  fea. 

The  rivers  and  rivulets  are  plentifully  flock- 
ed with  excellent  fifh ;  the  principal  of  which 
are,  mullets,  crocroes,  pike,  eels,  fuck-fifh, 
and  cray-iifh,  with  which  the  tables  of  the 
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inhabitants,  efpecially  thofe  on  the  plantations, 
are  well  furnifhed ;  and  much  amufement  is 
afforded  to  good  anglers. 

The  mullet  is  of  the  fhape  of  the  fea-fiih 
of  the  fame  name,  and  is  often  caught  in  the 
rivers  of  half  a  pound  or  more  in  weight  -, 
they  are  very  fat  and  full  of  roe  when  in  fea- 
fon,  and  are  a  great  dainty. 

The  crocroe  is  an  excellent  frefli  water  fifh, 
much  of  the  (hape  of  a  trout,  excepting  the 
head,  which  in  the  crocroe  is  more  round.  Of 
thefe  are  caught,  at  times,  fome  that  will 
weigh  from  five  to  fix,  and  ufually  from  one 
to  two  pounds.  The  mullet  and  crocroe  arc 
generally  caught  with  the  hook  and  line,  but 
fometimes  they  and  other  river  fifh  are  taken 
in  the  night-time  by  negroes,  who,  with  a 
lighted  torch  made  of  a  wood  called  "  Bois  chan- 
^Vdclle,"  which  burns  a  long  time,  and  which 
being  held  over  the  water,  the  fifl^,  attrad:ed 

by 
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by  the  light,  fwim  towards  it  on  the  furface, 
when  they  are  chopped  with  cutlaffes,  and 
great  quantities  Ibme times  taken  in  that 
manner. 

The  pike  is  a  rare  fifh,  being  found  in  one 
©r  two  particular  rivers  only :  they  are  fome times 
caught  of  eight  or  ten  pounds  in  weight,  but 
they  are  not  much  efteemed,  being  reckoned 
unwholefome  eating,  as  are  alfo  the  different 
kinds  of  mud-fiib,  which  are  in  great  plenty 
in  this  ifland. 

The  eel  is  of  the  filver  kind,  and  is  an  ex- 
cellent fiHi,  but  are  to  be  had  in  no  great 
abundance.  Of  them  are  often  caught  fome 
that  will  meafure  from  two  to  three  feet  in 
length,  and  of  a  confiderable  thicknefs  ;  when 
they  are  much  efteemed,  being  very  fat,  and 
of  a  delicious  flavour. 

The  fuck-flfh  is  fmall,  but  a  very  great 

dainty,  and  is  remarkable  for  having  a  flefhy 
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fubftance  projecting  from  its  navel,  like  the 
mouth  of  a  purfe,  which  has  the  faculty  of 
fu6tion,  and  by  which  the  fiih  faftcns  itfelf  fo 
ftrongly  to  the  ftones  in  the  rivers,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  take  them  with  the  hook  and  lihe^ 
to  which  thev  are  often  deftrudive :  for  this 
reafon  they  are  moftly  caught  Vv^'ith  the  hands 
groping  among'  the  ftones ;  in  which  manner 
thefe  liili  are  taken  in  great  plenty  by  thofe  who 
are  dextrous  at  that  w^ay  of  fiiliing. 

The  cray-tiih  are  of  two  kinds,  the  one  ap- 
proaching the  fize  of  the  common  lobfter,  the 
other  that  of  the  prawn.  The  firft  is  much 
admired,  but  the  latter  having  a  rank,  muddy 
taflc,  is  not  in  much  efteem. 

But  the  chief  dainty  among  the  frefli-water 
fifh  in  Dominica  is  the  young  frey^  with 
which  the  rivers  there  are  filled  twice  or 
thrice  every  year,  and  which  are  called  by  the 
French   *'  Trez  trez/'     Thefe  confift  of  va^ 

riGias 
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rious  kinds  of  fea-fifli  jiul:  fpawned,  and  with 
which  that  ehment  fwarms,  for  fome  miles 
diftance  from  the  fhore,  in  numhers  truly  aflo- 
nifliing.  Thefe  little  creatures  come  into  the 
rivers  like  a  living  ftream,  and  in  a  fliort  time 
fwim  two  or  three  miles  to  an  amazing  hei2:ht 
up  the  country.  This  they  perform  in  a  won- 
derful manner,  il^ipping  over  fuch  rapid  ftreams, 
as  repel  their  weak  endeavours,  from  rock  to 
rock,  the  furfaces  of  which  are  covered  with 
them  :  or,  feeking  the  fmoothly  gliding  ftream 
at  the  fide  of  the  banks,  by  degrees  afcend  the 
higheft  parts  of  the  rivers. 

The  firft  day  of  the  appearance  of  thefe 
frey  in  the  rivers  they  are  tranfparent  and 
clear  as  cryftal,  fo  that  every  bone  in  them  may 
be  counted,  and  the  movement  of  their  vitals 
can  be  plainly  difcerned.  The  fecond  day  after, 
they  lofe  much  of  that  tranfparency ;  and 
the   third  or   fourth  day,    it   is  wholly   loft 
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by  the  nutriment  which  they  feed  on.  They  are 
caught  in  bafkets,  in  which  is  put  a  table- 
cfoth  or  fheet,  and  linking  the  bafl^et  with 
ftones,  vaft  quantities  are  taken  at  a  time. 
They  are  fried  in  a  batter  made  of  flour  and 
milk,  or  flewed  with  herbs  and  fpice.  They 
are  excellent  food  cooked  either  way. 

Almoft  in  the  centre  of  the  ifland,  on  the 
top  of  a  very  high  mountain,  furrounded  by 
others  above  it,  is  a  large  natural   pond,  or 
rather  lake  cf  frefh  water,  which  is  alfo  well 
flocked  with   fine  fifh,  and  it  is  faid,  is   in 
fome  places  unfathomable.     It  covers  a  fpace 
of    fome    acres,    fpreads    into    three    diflincS 
branches,  and  has  a   very   wonderful  appear- 
ance in  point  of  fituation  :    it   is   about   fix 
miles  diftant  from   the  town  of  Rofeau,  and 
great    part    of    the    road    to    it    is    a    fteep 
afcent.     On  firfi-  beholding  this  lake,  a  per-.- 
fon  becomes,  as  it  were,  nvetted  for  a  time  to 
4  the 
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the  fpot,  with  filent  awe  and  admiration,  at 
viewing  fo  vaft  a  body  of  water  collected  at 
fuch  a  height. 

Dominica  is  likewife  well  fupplied  with  ex- 
cellent fea-fifh;  and  the  inhabitants  have  the 
advantage  of  procuring  their  fifh  almoft  as  foon 
as  caught,  and  often  buy  them  alive  in  the 
market.  Among  the  chief  of  the  fea-fifli  are, 
groupers,  cavallies,  fnappers,  filks,  baracutas, 
king-fi(h,  Spanifh  mackrel,  jacks,  and  fprats; 
the  Ihell-fifli  are,  Icbfters,  conks,  wilks,  and 
crabs ;  all  which  are  fo  well  known,  as  to 
render  any  defcription  of  them  needlefs.  Some 
few  turtles  are  alfo  caught  at  the  windward 
part  of  the  illand  ;  but  this  article  is  moflly 
brought  hither  from  the  Spanifh  iflands. 

This  iiland  is  alfo  remarkable  for  land- 
crabs,  of  which  there  are  three  forts,  white, 
black,  and  red.  The  firft  are  diftin- 
guifliable   only   for    their  poifonous   quality, 

which 
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which  they  acquire  by  feeding  on  the  bloffoms 
and  leaves  of  the  mahaut,  a  tree  which  gives 
name  to  a  part  of  the  ifland  where  it  grows 
efpecially,  and  of  which  it  is  neceffary  to  give 
firft  a  defcription.  This  tree  is  of  the  cork 
kind,  and  grows  fpontaneoufly  in  watery  places, 
or  at  the  lides  of  rivers,  and  renders  the  water 
and  air  near  them  very  unwholefome.  They 
are  about  the  fize  in  common  of  the  Enghfh 
oak-trees,  and  are  ahnoft  continually  in  blof- 
fom  'y  which  is  of  a  lickly  yellow  colour, 
and  has  much  the  appearance  of  the  poppy 
bloflbm,  but  is  rather  larger.  The  body, 
branches,  leaves,  and  blollbms  of  the  ma- 
haut*tree,  contain  a  milky  juice,  which  is 
a  moft  fubtle  poifon  to  every  creature  but 
the  crabs  who  tafle  it ;  and  to  them  it  gives 
the  fame  deadly  quality  if  eaten,  as  has  been 
fatally  experienced  byfeveral  perfons.  Yet  not- 
withftanding  their  bad  qualities,  thefe  trees  are 
very  ferviceable,  as  the  bark  of  them  ftripped 
oft  makes  good  ropes,  nearly  as  ftrong  as  thofe 

made 
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made  of  hemp ;  and  the  body  and  branches 
make  floats  for  feins,  or  fiQiing-nets,  equal  to 
any  made  of  cork,  and  as  durable, 

The  black  crabs  are  excellent,  and  fafe 
eating,  if  caught  in  places  where  the  Ma- 
haut  tree  does  not  grow;  particularly  thofe 
brought  from  a  part  of  the  ifland,  called 
•^SoufFrier;''  where  they  are  to  be  had  nearly 
as  large  as  fea  crabs,  and  in  great  plenty. 
They  are  extremely  fat  when  in  feafon ;  and 
the  females  are  full  of  a  rich  glutinous 
fubftance,  called  the  eggs,  which  is  perfedly 
delicious. 

The  red  crabs  are  as  fmall  as  the  common 
fort  of  crabs  in  England,  but  are  by  far  pre^ 
ferable  to  them ;  the  females  being  full  of 
the  fame  rich  glutinous,  fubftance  as  the 
black  fort,  when  in  feafon ;  at  which  time, 
the  red  crabs  make  their  appearance  in  afto- 
nifhing  numbers :  fo  that  it  is  common  for 
I  a  perfon 
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a  perfon  on  horfeback,  to  trample  them  under 
his  horfe's  feet ;  and  it  is  diverting  to  hear 
the  ruftling  they  make  among  the  leaves  on 
the  ground,  to  get  out  of  the  way.  Of  thefe, 
and  the  black  fort,  is  made  a  favourite  difh, 
called  there,  pepper  pot;  which  is  made  of 
crabs  picked  from  the  jfhells,  ftevved  with 
Indian  cale,  and  pods  of  Guinea  pepper,  and 
eat  with  a  pudding  made  of  Indian  corn  flour, 
or  rice ;  this  difli  is  efteemed  by  mofl  of  the 
inhabitants. 

Some  people  have  crab  pens,  or  places  made 
like  fowl  coops,  for  the  purpofe  of  keeping 
them  alive,  for  fo me  time  after  they  are  caught; 
feeding  them  with  potatoe  vines,  Indian  corn, 
herbage  and  water.  This  method  is  cer- 
tainly the  beft  to  prevent  the  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  eating  them ;  as,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  greatefl  caution  in  procuring  them 
from  particular  places  only,  they  have  proved 

fatal 
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fatal,  by  being  imprudently  eaten  as  foon  as 
they  were  caught. 

The  land  crabs  are  particularly  deflruillve 
to  fugar  plantations,  when  they  are  numerous, 
as  they  are  on  fome  eftates  near  the  fea ;  eating 
off  the  buds  of  the  newly  planted  canes,  of 
w^hich  they  are  very  fond  ;  as  they  are  alfo  of 
the  Indian  corn  juft  fprouted,  of  which  they 
devour  both  blade  and  root.  For  this  there 
is  no  remedy,  but  immediately  replanting,  and 
catching  as  many  of  them  as  you  can ;  for  to 
attempt  to  flop  up  their  holes,  w^hich  are 
numerous,  as  thofe  of  the  mole ;  or  to  poifon 
them,  would  be  vain. 

There  are  no  quadrupeds,  natives  of  Do- 
minica, except  the  Indian  coney,  which  is 
nearly  the  fize  of  a  rabbit  .^  when  full  grown. 
This  animal  is  very  lingular ;  its  head,  ears, 
eyes,  nofe,  mouth,  and  teeth,  being  exadlly 
like  thofe  gf  a  rat;  and  its  body  and  legs  like 

thofc 
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thofe  of  a  hog ;  the  latter  in  particular,  being 
hoofed  like  that  animaL  It  has  only  a  flump 
of  a  tail,  which  appears  as  if  it  was  cut, 
but  it  is  naturally  fo ;  and  it  is  covered  with 
long  brown  hair  like  hog's  briftles,  which  it 
eredts  in  the  fame  manner  when  angry.  It 
fprings  on  its  hind  legs  like  a  rabbit,  and 
runs  with  great  fpeed  when  purfued,  making 
a  noife  like  a  Guinea  pig, 

Thefe  animals  do  much  mifchief  among 
the  ground  provifions  ;  which  they  root  up 
in  great  abundance  5  feeding  in  herds,  in  the 
mornings  and  evenings,  and  are  difficult  to 
be  fbot,  but  are  eafily  taken  by  dogs,  or 
traps.  Their  flefh  is  not  much  admired 
for  eating,  it  being  dry,  and  in  general 
rank;  but  to  get  rid  of  this  tafte,  thofe 
who  are  fond  of  eating  them,  bury  the 
dead  animal  in  the  ground  for  two  or  three 
hours  previous  to  cooking  it,  which  takes 
it  oif.     They  are  fometimes  kept  alive  as  cu- 

riofities. 
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riofities,  and  are  fbon  tamed ;  but  their  urine 

is  very  ofFenlive. 

There  were  formerly  wild  goats  and  hogs  in 
the  woods  of  this  country ;  but  they  became 
fo  by  being  let  free  on  the  plantations.  There 
are,  however,  very  few,  if  any,  at  prefent, 
having  been  moftly,  if  not  entirely,  deflroyed 
by  the  runaway  negroes.  The  wild  hogs 
were  very  dangerous  when  attacked,  but  their 
Acih  delicious,  owing  to  the  vaft  quantity 
and  gcodnefs  of  the  wild  yams,  and  other 
provifions,  on  which  they  lived,  and  which 
grow  fpontaneoufly  in  the  woods. 

The  feveral  fpecies  of  four-footed  animals 
which  breed  in  Dominica  are,  horfes,  horned 
cattle,  fheep,  hogs,  goats,  rabbits,  and  Gui- 
nea pigs.  The  poultry  are,  geefe,  ducks, 
turkies,  dunghill  fowls,  Guinea  fowls,  and 
houfe  pigeons. 

The 
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There  are  but  few  horfes  bred  here;  and 
they  are  no  way  remarkable,  either  for 
flrength,  beauty,  or  fpirit ;  but  are  rather 
fmall  and  unfightly.  This  proceeds  en- 
tirely from  the  want  of  good  breeding 
mares  and  ftallions,  with  proper  perfons  com- 
petent in  the  knowledge  of  breeding  and 
taking  care  of  thofe  ufeful  animals;  as  the 
horfes  brought  from  England,  America^ 
and  the  other  iflands,  thrive  extremely 
well  here. 

The  prefent  paftures  in  this  ifland  are  by 
no  means  extenfive,  although  very  good  for 
cattle;  confequently,  there  are  but  few  of 
them.  But  thofe  that  are  bred  here  are  as 
ftrong,  breed  as  well,  and  are  as  fine  looking 
creatures,  as  in  any  part  of  the  Weft-Indies, 

Nor  are  fheep  or  goats  in  any  great  numbers 
in  Dominica ;  but  thofe  of  both  fpecies  breed 
as  well  here  as  in  any  other  ifland ;  and  when 

killed 
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killed  for  market,  their  fleili  is  tender,  fat, 
and  juicy,  equalling  in  flavour  that  of  veni- 
fon.  What  is  remarkable  of  the  fheep  in 
particular,  is,  that  they  retain  their  wool  in 
this  ifland  much  longer  than  in  moll:  other 
parts  of  the  Weft  Indies,  where  they  flied 
their  fleecy  coats  very  foon  after  being  brought 
to  that  climate,  which  caufes  them  to  change 
into  fine  long  hair,  as  in  goats. 

Hogs  are  in  tolerable  plenty  in  the  ifland, 
and  may  be  raifed  in  great  abundance,  the  coun- 
try being  very  favourable  for  breeding  them, 
as  it  affords  plenty  of  proper  provifions; 
Their  flefli  is  very  white,  firm,  and  fat,  and 
of  a  delicious  flavour,  efpecially  thofe  raifed 
on  the  plantations  i  but  in  the  to  vns,  where 
the  hogs  are  fuffered  to  go  at  large,  and  fe  d 
on  any  filth  that  falls  in  their  way,  their  fleih 
is  not  fo  good, 

E  Rabbits 
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Rabbits,  Guinea  pigs,  and  the  different 
fpecies  of  poultry,  breed  extrenfiely  well  iu 
Dominica,  and  are  in  as  great  perfection  there. 
as  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 


C  H  A  P- 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

OF  THE  MOST  REMARKABLE  REPTILES  AND  INSECTS 
OF  THE  ISLAND,  THEIR  VENOMOUS  AND  OTHER 
QUALITIES,    WITH  REMARKS. 

THE  principal  and  moil  remarkable  of  the 
reptiles  and  infedls  in  Dominica  are,  fnakes, 
lizards,  wood-flaves,  guanas,  frogs,  grugru 
worms,  borer  worms,  centipedes,  fcorpions, 
fpiders,  fawyer  flies,  blackfmith  flies,  logger- 
head flies,  Spaniard  flies,  freemafon  flies,  the 
wood-horfe,  and  vegetable  flies. 

Some  of  the  fnakes  are  fmall,  and  others 
very  large  and  thick.  Of  the  lafl:  fort  is  that 
called  by  the  French,  ''  Tete  du  chien,"  or 
Dog  s-head  fnake,  from  its  head,  which  much 
refembles  that  of  a  dog.  Some  have  been 
caught  in  this  ifland  that  meafured  upwards  of 
twelve  feet  in  length,  and  as  thick  as  a  man's 
Jeg.  They  have  long,  fharp  teeth  5  their  flcins 
E  2  ^^^-. 
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are  fcaled  and  beautifully  fpotted,  and  they 
have  at  the  end  of  their  tails  a  blunt-pointed, 
horny  fubllance,  which  enables  them  to  climb 
the  trees. 

The  bite  of  thefe  fnakes  is  not  venomous, 
nor  is  that  of  any  kind  of  them  in  this  ifland  ; 
but  the  tetc  du  chien  does  much  mifchief 
among  the  birds  in  the  woods ;  and  on  the 
plantations  they  frequently  devour  the  fowls 
and  other  poultry.  They  will  fwailow  a  full- 
grown  fowl  with  its  feathers ;  and  feveral  of 
them  have  been  killed  there  with  both  a  large 
fowl  and  an  Indian  coney  entire  in  their 
bowels, 

A  remarkable  circumftance,  which  hap- 
pened in  this  ifland  fome  time  ago,  deferves  to 
be  noticed  in  this  place.  A  negro  retiring 
from  work  one  day  at  noon,  inftead  of  going 
home  to  get  his  dinner,  fell  afleep  under  a 
(hady  tree  -,  and  being  miffing  at  the  time  the 
ether  negroes  aflembied  together  to  finifh  their 

daily 
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dally  talk,  it  caufed  a  fufpicion  that  fome  ac- 
cident had  befallen  him ;  they  accordingly  went 
in  fearch  of  him,  and  found  him  afleep,  with 
one  of  his  legs,  up  to  the  thick  part  of  his 
thigh,  in  the  jaws  of  a  large  fnake.  Awaken- 
ed by  their  noife,  he  was  in  the  greateft  terror, 
and  ftruggling  to  get  difengaged,  was  feverely 
bit  by  the  animal ;  to  prevent  this  as  much  as 
poffible,  wedges  were  placed  between  its  jaws, 
whilft  they  cut  it  to  pieces  ;  by  which  means 
only  he  could  be  releafed.  This  operation 
took  up  fome  time,  which  together  with  the 
length  of  time,  his  leg  and  thigh  had  already 
been  in  the  belly  and  jaws  of  the  fnake,  reduced 
them  almoft  to  a  ftate  of  digeftion ;  and  it  was 
not  till  a  confiderable  while  after,  that  he  reco- 
vered the  intire  ufe  of  them. 

The  fat  of  thefe  fnakes  is  efteemed  an  excel- 
lent remedy  for  the  rheumatifm,  or  for  fprains, 
by  rubbing  it  mixed  with  ftrong  rum. 
Their  flefh  is  eaten  by  many,  particularly  by  the 
French,  fome  of  whom  are  very  fond  of  it ; 
E  3,  but 
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but  it  is  reckoned  unwholefome,  and  to  occa-* 
lion  the  leprofy. 

The  Ikins  of  the  tete  da  chien  fnakes  are 
excellent  for  covering  fword-fheaths,  or  other 
inflrument  cafes,  for  which  purpofe  they  are 
in  general  ufed ;  but  fome  furgeons  make  ufe 
of  them  in  medicine. 

Lizards  are  vefy  numerous  in  this  ifland, 
and  are  of  feveral  kinds ;  fome  of  a  green, 
others  of  a  yellow,  and  fome  beautifully 
fpotted  with  both  colours.  They  are  very 
harmlefs,  feed  on  flies,  worms,  and  other 
fmall  infedls,  which  render  them  very  fervice- 
able  on  the  plantations.  The  ground  lizard ;, 
one  of  the  largeft  of  that  fpecies,  and  of  a 
black  colour,  has  lately  been  difcovered  to  be 
an  excellent  remedy  for  the  leprofy,  when 
made  into  broth. 

The  wood-flave  is  a  fpecies  of  the  Kzard 
kind,  but  of  a  more  hideous  figure,  and  is 
reckoned  to  be  venomous.     Its  head  is  ihapcd 

like 
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like  a  dog's,  its  body  is  fcaled  and  fpotted 
like  a  toad's,  it  has  four  legs,  which  are  claw- 
footed,  and  on  each  toe  a  fliarp,  crooked  nail, 
like  a  bird's ;  it  lafhes  with  its  tail,  which 
drops  from  its  body  on  the  flighteft  touch  s 
and  its  whole  appearance  is  very  difgufting. 

They  are  commonly  not  more  than  three 
or  four  inches  in  length,  but  fome  are  rather 
larger.  Some  fay,  that  they  fix  their  nails 
fo  faft  in  the  flefli  of  thofe  on  whom  they 
chance  to  fall,  as  not  to  be  removed  with- 
out cutting  them  out :  others  recommend 
throwing  dry  fand  on  the  part,  which  difen- 
gages  their  nails,  when  they  are  eafily  (haken 
off.  However,  I  never  knew  any  injury  hap- 
pen from  the  wood-flave;  I  have  had  them  drop 
on  my  cloaths  from  the  cielings  of  rooms, 
where  they  are  ufually  to  be  feen  in  the  even- 
ing, in  fearch  of  food.  They  are  great  ene- 
mies to  fpiders  and  cock-roaches,  and  they 
make  a  noife  which  fomewhat  refembles  the 
cackling  of  a  hen. 

E  4  The 
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The  guana  is  fliaped  like  a  crocodile.  Its 
head,  body,  feet,  and  tail,  refembling  thofe 
of  that  animal.  It  is  of  a  green  colour,  but 
can  change  it  at  pleafure  to  a  light  aih  colour, 
as  it  always  does  when  alarmed.  It  has  gills 
like  a  cock,  but  of  a  pale  colour,  and  a  horny 
fubftance,  like  the  comb  of  that  bird,  reach- 
ing from  its  nofe  to  the  neck.  It  has  ftrong 
fharp  teeth,  fhaped  like  a  lancet,  with  which 
it  bites  feverely;  its  tail  is  alfo  armed  with 
ftrong,  blunt  points,  with  which  it  wounds 
the  legs  of  thofe  who  take  it,  if  they  are  not 
'careful,  as  it  laihes  ftrongly  with  its  tail,  which 
is  very  fupple,  and  nearly  twice  as  long  as  the 
other  part  of  its  body. 

This  animal  is  commonly  between  two  and 
three  feet  long,  from  the  tip  of  the  nofe  to 
the  end  of  the  tail;  and  when  of  that  length, 
about  four  or  five  inches  thick,  efpecially  the 
females,  about  the  belly,  when  breeding;  at 
which  time  they  are  full  of  eggs* 

"The 
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The  flefh  of  the  guana  is  excellent  eating, 
and  is  cooked  in  the  lame  manner  as  turtle, 
to  which  it  is  by  many  preferred  ^  their  eggs 
are  alfo  reckoned  a  great  dainty.  They  arc 
caught  by  a  very  curious  method  :  by  whift- 
ling,  which  lulls  them  afleep,  when  with  a 
ftrong  vine,  or  firing,  faftened  at  the  end  of  a 
long  flick  in  a  flip  knot,  which  is  pulled 
gently  over  its  head;^  and  when  a  fudden  jirk 
is  given  with  the  flick  the  animal  is  fecured. 
They  are  very  harmlefs,  fliy,  and  difficult  to 
come  near ;  and  a  perfon  bit  by  them,  or 
wounded  with  their  tails,  is  under  no  appre- 
henfions  of  danger  from  either. 

The  frogs,  called  by  the  French  ''  Cra- 
"  paux,''  are  very  numerous  in  Dominica, 
and  are  an  article  of  food  to  both  the  French 
and  Englifh,  many  of  whom  prefer  the 
crapaux  to  chickens.  They  make  fricaffees, 
and  foup  of  them,  and  the  latter  is  recom- 
mended to  fick  people,  efpecially  in  confump- 
tive  cafes. 

The 
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The  method  of  catching  the  crapaux  is 
fomewhat  lingular^  it  being  done  by  means  of 
lighted  torches  in  the  night-time,  when  they 
are  out  in  fearch  of  food.  This  method  is 
alfo  ufed  to  catch  the  land-crabs,  which, 
as  well  as  the  frogs^  from  fome  deficiency  in 
their  eye-fight,  are  unable  to  refift  the  light 
of  a  burning  flame  5  or  it  fo  fafcinates  them, 
that  they  have  not  the  power  to  ftir  from  the 
fpot ;  but  ftupified  by  its  rays,  they  become 
an  eafy  prey. 

The  grugru-worm  is  a  fpecies  of  the  grub- 
worm,  but  is  much  larger  than  the  common 
fort,  and  breeds  in  the  trunks  of  decayed 
cabbage  and  cocoa-nut  trees.  Thefe  worms 
are  eat  by  many  people,  who  efl;eem  them  a 
great  dainty,  and  eat  them  roafl:ed,  with  a 
ftrong  fauce  made  of  Hme-juice,  fait,  and 
Guinea  pepper.  They  are  like  marrow,  when 
cooked;  but  their  head  gives  them  an  ap- 
pearance not  very  inviting,  the  firft  time  they 
are  eaten ;  yet  that  difguft  is  foon  overcome, 

by 
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by  their  e^Tceeding  rich  flavour,  which  thofe 
who  are  fond  of  them  fay>  exceeds  any  yet 
tailed- 

The  borer- worm  is  alfo  a  fpecies  of  the: 
grub- worm,  and  is  a  mo  ft  deftruftive  reptile,- 
efpecially  to  the  fugar-cane,  to  which  its  ra- 
vages are  principally  confined.  This  worrn  is 
commonly  about  an  inch  in  length,  and  of 
the  thicknefs  of  a  large  caterpillar ;  it  is  pro^ 
duced  from  the  egg  of  a  kind  of  butterfly, 
or  moth,  and  was  firft  difcovercd  in  this  ifland 
about  ten  years  ago. 

Its  mouth  has  two  ftrong^  fharp  teeth,  in 
lliape  like  a  hog's  tuflcs,  with  which  it  bites 
feverely,  and  with  fuch  fmartnefs,  that  put- 
ting the  blade  of  a  knife  between  them,  it 
will  champ  the  blade,  fo  as  to  be  diftindly 
heard,  and  will  keep  it  fo  faft,  as  to  make  it 
diflicult  to  take  it  away.  With  its  teeth  it  pe-. 
netrates  the  buds  on  the  joints  of  the  cane, 
working  its  way  into  the  infide,  where  it  de- 
vours 
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vours  the  whole  fubftance,  rendering  the  joint 
like  a  tube  :  after  which,  it  works  into  ano- 
ther joint,  which  it  confumes  in  like  man- 
ner ;  and  continuing  its  progrefs,  at  length  de- 
flroys  the  whole  cane. 

The  devaftation  which  thefe  worms  make 
in  a  field  of  canes  in  a  fliort  time  is  aftonifh- 
ing ;  and  although  fcveral  methods  have  been 
tried  to  deftroy  them,  yet  none  have  been  fuc- 
cefsful.  If  care  was  taken  when  the  canes 
were  young,  on  the  firft  appearance  of  the 
borer  among  them,  to  rub  their  ftems  and 
leaves  with  a  preparatioa  of  lime-water,  or 
fait  brine,  mixed  with  foot  and  mafhed  pods 
of  Guinea  pepper,  perhaps  they  might  be  de- 
flroyed ;  as  by  fprinkling  fome  of  this  mixture 
on  thofe  worms  it  will  inftantly  kill  them. 

Ants  are  great  enemies  to  the  borer  when 
they  can  get  at  them,  but  they  are  much  pre- 
vented by  its  excrement,  which  being  like 
filings  of  wood,  and  of  a  gluey  confiftence, 

ufually 
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ufually  fills  up  and  fecures  their  holes  from  the 
entrance  of  the  ants.  Yet  having  myfelf  re- 
moved that  impediment,  by  clearing  away  the 
dung,  and  putting  a  few  ants  to  the  hole,  on 
going  to  the  place  fome  time  after,  I  have  {QQa 
them  coUecfted  in  great  numbers,  all  bulily  em- 
ployed carrying  away  in  their  mouths  pieces 
of  the  borer,  whom  they  had  ferretted  out  of 
its  hole  and  killed. 

Centipedes,  called  by  the  Englifli  "  Forty 
"  legs,''  and  fcorpions,  are  numerous  in  this 
ifland,  efpecially  in  the  woods,  and  in  old 
houfes.  Of  the  former  are  often  feen  fome 
that  will  meafure  eight  or  nine  inches  in 
length,  and  thick  in  proportion ;  but  the  ge- 
nerality of  them  do  not  exceed  three  inches 
long.  They  are  very  harmlefs,  except  when 
meddled  with ;  neither  then  is  their  bite,  or  the 
fting  of  the  fcorpion  of  this  country,  fo  dan- 
gerous, as  in  many  other  Weft  India  iflands. 

They 
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They  arc  caught  and  put  into  ftrong  rum  i 
and  if  the  part  bit  or  ftung  be  rubbed 
with  it,  the  pain  is  foon  allayed,  though 
the  fting  of  the  fcorpion  is  at  firft  exquifite, 
and  hardly  to  be  endured  with  temper. 

Spiders  are  alfo  here  in  great  plenty,  and 
of  various  kinds,  fome  of  them  being  much 
larger  than  any  in  England,  their  bodies  are 
covered  with  a  fine  down  like  hair,  and  their 
mouths  are  armed  with  ftrong,  fharp  teeth, 
or  forceps,  with  which  they  wound  feverely, 
but  their  bite  is  not  venomous.  Others  are 
very  fmall,  and  beautifully  fpotted  with  a  va-, 
fitty  of  the  moll  lively  colours  s  and  fome  have 
eyes  in  different  parts  of  their  bodies,  but  they 
^re  all  harmlefs. 

The  fawyer  fly,  fo  called  from  its  faculty 
of  fawing  afunder  the  branches  of  trees,  whofe 
fubflance  is  its  food,  is  about  three  inches  in 
length  when  full  grown,  and  is  a  very  lingular 
infedt.     Its  head  has  fomewhat  the  appearance 

2  of 
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of  that  of  an  elephant,  it  having  a  horny  billj, 
like  the  probofcis  of  that  animal,  bending 
upwards  from  the  under  part,  with  another^ 
pointing  downwards  from  the  upper  part  of 
its  head,  both  of  a  jet  black,  and  of  a  fine 
polijfh.  On  the  inner  furface  of  the  upper  bill 
are  raifed  points,  like  the  teeth  of  a  faw,  which 
are  ufed  by  the  infefl:  in  the  fame  man- 
ner. Its  body  is  like  that  of  a  beetle,  but 
confiderably  larger,  with  double  wings,  the 
inner  of  which  is  like  coarfe  gauze  5  and  its 
legs  are  armed  at  each  joint  with  crooked, 
iharp  nails,  with  the  fame  on  each  toe,  hke 
a  bird. 

The  procefs  of  this  infecft  in  fawing  down 
branches  of  trees  is  really  admirable,  but  it  is 
hardly  poiGble  to  form  an  idea  of  the  manner 
of  doing  it  without  a  defcription.  This  work 
it  performs  by  encircling  the  branch  with  it5 
bills,  the  points  of  which  it  faftens  well  into 
the  wood,  and  turning  round  it  brifkly  by  the 
^rengthof  its  wings^  which  make  a  loud  buzzing 

noife, 
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noife,  it  in  a  fhort  time  faws  the  branch  afun- 
der.  They  are  by  many  called  elephant  flies, 
from  the  great  refemblance  of  their  heads  to 
that  animal  ^  they  are  perfedly  harmlefs,  and 
are  caught  only  to  be  kept  as  curiofities. 

The  blackfmith  fly,  is  fo  called  from  Its 
making  a  noife  refembling  in  found  the  flrik- 
ing  on  iron.  In  the  centre  of  its  back  is  a 
projedling  horny  point,  and  a  crevice  of  the 
fame  nature  on  the  hind  part  of  the  head,  near 
the  fhoulders,  which  being  ftruck  together 
by  a  jerk  of  the  head  and  body,  make  a  tink- 
ling noife,  that  may  be  heard  at  a  confiderable 
diftance;  and  fo  elaftic  is  the  membrane 
which  joins  the  head  and  body  together,  that, 
if  the  infect  is  laid  on  its  back,  it  will 
fpring  to  a  tolerable  height  upwards,  and  fall 
diredtly  on  its  legs.  It  differs  very  little  from 
the  beetle  in  Ihape  or  fize,  excepting  in  its 
claflic  powers,  and  making  fo  fingular  a  noife, 

A.  The 
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The  fire  fly  is  a  wonderful  infedl,  for  it  has 
a  luminous  quality  in  its  head  (above  the 
eyes)  under  each  wing,  and  in  its  tail ;  which, 
when  the  infed;  is  flying,  has  the  appearance 
of  fo  nlany  lights  of  candles  moving  in  the 
air :  or,  the  lights  of  a  coach  or  poft-chaife 
in  a  dark  night,  travelling  towards  you  at  a 
briik  rate. 

Some  of  thefe  flies  are  as  big  as  the  top- 
joint  of  a  man's  thumb,  others  are  much 
fmaller;  and  the  latter  have  that  luminous 
quality  only  in  their  tails.  They  have  a  charm- 
ing efFedt  on  the  eye  at  night  in  the  groves  of 
the  woods,  where  they  are  feen  flying  in  all 
direflions,  like  fo  many  thoufand  fparkles  of 
fire ;  forming  one  of  the  grandefl:  fpeftacles 
of  the  kind  that  can  be  conceived,  in  Domi- 
nica's woods  ^*  that  nightly  ihine  with  infed 
''  lamps." 

The  larger  fort  are  often  caught  for  the  no- 
velty of  the  light  they  give  ^  if  two  or  three 

F  of 
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of  them  are  put  into  a  glafs,  placed  in  a 
dark  room,  you  may  fee  diftindtly  any  ob- 
ject there  j  or  by  holding  a  book  clofe  to  the 
glafs  in  which  they  are,  you  may  fee  plainly 
to  read  the  fmalleft  print. 

There  is  another  quality  remarkable  in  the 
fire  flies,  which  is,  that  feveral  of  them  being 
killed  and  mafhed  together  will  produce  the  fame 
cfted:,  and  be  as  vifible  in  letters  marked  oat 
on  the  walls  of  a  dark  room,  as  if  done  with 
artificial  phofphorus ;  and  this  for  a  confider- 
able  timie  after  the  flies  are  dead. 

The  loggerhead  fly  is  a  fpecies  of  the  moth, 
from  which  it  difl^ers  only  in  the  uncommon 
largenefs  of  its  head,  and  a  Angular  quality 
of  tranfparency  in  its  body;  which  latter  is 
very  rcmarkabk,  for  placing  this  fly  near  to 
the  light  of  a  candle,  you  may  plainly  diflin- 
guifh  every  part  of  its  vitals,  and  diftindly 
count  every  movement  of  them. 

The 
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The  Spaniard  fly  and  free-mafon  fly  are  both 
cf  the  wafp  kind,  but  they  differ  from  each 
other  in  iize,  fhape,  and  aUb  in  the  fubftance 
and  curious  man-ner  of  making  their  nefts. 
The  firfl:  is  of  the  fhape  of  a  fmall  bee,  and 
builds  its  neft  of  a  waxy  matter,  in  the  form 
of  a  fmall  flat  button  full  of  holes,  which  it 
fufpends  by  a  filky  ligament  to  the  cielings  of 
houfes,  or  to  the  boughs  of  trees,  where  it 
has  the  benefit  of  the  wind  to  vibrate  to  and 
fro. 

The  free-mafon  fly  Is  -exaftly  of  the  Ihape, 
3ize,  and  colour  of  a  wafp,  and  builds  its  neftpf 
mud,  in  the  ihape  of  organ  barrels.  It  is  cu- 
rious to  fee  thefe  little  creatures  at  work,  they 
fliew  fo  much  art  and  indufl:ry,  fome  of  them 
fetching  the  mud  in  their  mouths,  while  others 
are  forming  their  Ibiall  cones,  or  filling  them 
up  when  finifhed  with  numbers  of  various-co- 
loured fmall  fpiders,  which  they  alfo  bring  in  their 
mouths,  for  food  to  their  young  when  hatched. 
F  2  That 
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That  which  is  further  remarkable  of  thefe  flies 
is,  that  it  appears  they  qualify  the  fpiders,  by 
fome  means,  for  remaining  a  long  time  in  as 
perfedl  a  ftate  as  the  jBrft  day  they  were  im- 
mured in  their  cells;  I  have  ken  fpiders.  So 
immured  for  feveral  weeks,  as  whole  and  per-^ 
fed  in  lize,  iliape,  and  colour,  as  when  alive. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  thefe  flies,  called 
galley  wafps,  which  is  double  the  fize  and  of  a 
bright  light-blue  colour.  Thefe  have  very 
long  fl:ings,  which  are  plainly  to  be  {ten  when 
they  are  flying,  with  which  they  wound  very 
feverely,  caufing  the  blood  to  fpout  out,  a? 
from  the  prick  of  a  lancet. 

The  fl:ing  of  thefe  flies  is  veiy  painful,  and 
perfons  have  been  thrown  into  fevers  by  being 
ftung  feverely  by  them ;  but  they  are  feldom 
cffenfive,  unlefs  dift:urbed. 

The  wood-horfe,  called  by  the  negroes  the 
fairy-horfe,  is  a  very  Angular  infed.     Its  head 

is 


ISLAND    OF    DOMINICA.  69 

IS  like  that  of  a  grafshopper,  it  has  two  horns, 
confiderably  longer  than  its  own  body,  which 
is  about  three  inches,  and  of  one  continued 
thicknefs,  like  a  large  caterpillar.  It  has  fix 
legs,  which  are  raifed  and  doubled  above  its 
body,  like  the  fpringing  legs  of  a  grafshopper, 
but  they  have  not  the  fame  power,  ferving  it 
only  to  walk  with,  which  it  does  very  faft. 
It  has  no  wings,  is  of  a  deep  green  colour, 
and  is  perfedtly  harmlefs* 

The  vegetable  fly  is  a  remarkable  in  fed. 
It  is  of  the  appearance  and  lize  of  a  fmall 
cockchafer,  and  buries  itfelf  in  the  ground, 
where  it  dies,  and  from  its  body  fprings  up  a 
fmall  plant,  which  refembles  a  cofFee-tree 
plant,  only  its  leaves  are  much  fmaller.  The 
plant  which  fprings  from  this  infedl  is  often 
overlooked,  from  the  fuppofition  people  have 
of  its  being  no  other  than  a  coffee  plant ;  but 
on  examining  it  properly,  the  difference  is 
cafily  dlflinguidied,  from  the  head,  body,  and 
F  3  feet 
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feet  of  the  infedt  appearing^  at  the  root,  as 
perfed:  as  when  alive* 

In  the  woods  of  Dominica  are  vaft  fwarms 
of  bees,  which  hive  in  the  trees,  and  produce 
great  quantities  of  wax  and  honey;  both  of 
which  are  equal  in  goodnefs  to  any  of  thofe 
articles  to  be  had  in  Europe. 

The  mufquitoes  and  fand  flies  are  not  fo 
numerous,  or  fo  troublefome  in  this  country,, 
as  they  are  in  moft  parts  of  the  Weft  Indies^, 
owing  to  there  being  but  few  fpots  of  ftag- 
Dated  water,  which  breeds,  them. 

The  mufquito  Is  a  fpecies  of  the  gnat  kind, 
but  rather  fmaller  than  the  common  gnat  in 
England.  The  fand  fly  is  not  much  larger 
than  the  head  of  a  large  pin,  but  is  a  very 
tormenting  little  infed:  in  fome  iflands,  parti- 
cularly to  perfons  newly  arrived  from  P>irop€o 

Ant3 
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Ants  are  very  numerous  in  Dominica,  and 
are  of  feveral  forts ;  as  the  large  black  ant, 
the  brown  ant,  the  red  ant,  the  flying  ant, 
and  the  wood  ant.  The  latter  is  the  moft 
troublefome,  as  they  are  very  deftruilive  to 
trees,  and  the  timber  in  houfes ;  which  they 
will  reduce  to  duft  in  a  fhort  time,  if  fufFered 
to  take  up  their  abode  therein.  The  beft  me- 
thod to  prevent  this  is,  to  rub  the  timber 
with  tar  or  turpentine,  which  hinders  their  at- 
tacking it ,  or,  if  already  there,  to  fprinkle 
arfenic  in  their  nefts,  w^hich  kills  them. 

The  other  forts  of  ants  are  injurious  only 
to  particular  articles,  as  new  fown  feed,  the 
buds  and  fruit  of  trees,  efpecially  in  dry  fea- 
fons,  when  fometimes  they  cover  the  ground 
in  fuch  numbers,  as  is  truly  aftonifhing. 


F4  CHAP- 
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CHAPTETl     V. 


-AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DIFFERENT  ARTICLES  OF 
WEST  INDIA  PRODUCE,  RAISED  IN  THE  ISLAND  J 
THE  NUMBER  OF  SUGAR  AND  COFFEE  PLANTA^ 
TIONS  THEREIN,  WITH  REMARKS, 

THE  feveral  articles  of  Weft  India  produce 
raifed  in  Dominica  for  commerce  are,  fugar^ 
rumj,  coffee,  cocoa,  and  indigo. 

There  are  not  more  than  fifty  fugar  planta- 
tions at  prefent  in  this  illand,  above  thirty 
eftates  of  that  defcription  having  been  aban-* 
doned,  owing  to  feveral  caufes;  and  among 
others,  to  the  imprudence  and  mifmanagement 
of  forne  of  the  firft  proprietors  of  them ;  and 
to  the  great  difadvantages  this  illand  laboured 
under,  while  it  was  in  the  poflefficn  of  the 
French  laft  war* 
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It  was  a  great  misfortune,  that  on  the  firft 
fettlement  of  this  country  by  the  Englifh,  fo 
great  a  rage  prevailed  in  the  new  fettlers  for 
having  extenfive  eftates,  as  many  of  them  vvere 
no  w^ays  quahfied  for  the  laborious  taflc  of 
eftabhfhing  a  valuable  property,  by  clearing 
the  woods,  and  proceeding,  not  only  to  fuper- 
intend,  but  to  "get  forward  by  degrees,  with 
induftry  and  oeconomy. 

They  flattered  themfelves,  that  without  all 
this,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  their  for- 
tunes would  be  made,  as  they  had  very 
large  eflates  ;  but  they  did  not  conlider  the 
confequences  of  borrov/ing  money  at  eight  per 
cent,  which  was  allowed  in  Dominica  at  that 
time. — The  forming  new  eftates  with  new  ne- 
groes, inftead  of  feafoned  ones,  at  a  time  when 
that  climate  v/as,  from  the  quantity  of  its 
wood,  fo  uiifeitied,  that  it  rained  beft  part  of 
the  year. — The  extra  labour  of  making  roads, 
and  carrying  materials  for  building,    which 

took 
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lookup  at  leaft  eighteen  months,  before  any 
produce  could  be  planted. — Whilft  in  feveral 
inftances,  fome  of  them  fpent  the  money, 
which  was  intended  to  forward  their  planta- 
tions, in  unneceflary  buildings ;  or  in  an  un- 
warrantable  luxury  of  living. 

Others,  from  an  unpardonable  greedinefs,. 
purchafed,  in  the  names  of  their  acquaintances 
or  families,  feveral  lots  of  land,  each  contain- 
ing the  number  of  acres  limited  in  the  grants ; 
by  which  means,  perfons  who  would  have 
been  more  fit  fettlers,  were  deprived  of  them ; 
and  large  quantities  of  land  thus  purchafed, 
are  now- in  the  fame  flate  (in  woods)  as  they 
were,  when  firft  fold  at  the  Commiflioners: 
fales  nearly  thirty  years  ago. 

Another  material  caufe,  to  which  the  re- 
duftion  of  fugar  plantations  in  this  iiland  may 
be  attributed,  is,  that  feveral  of  the  firft  Eng- 
lifh  fettlers,    from  a  want  of  knowledge  in 

the 
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the  choice  of  lands,  proper  for  the  immediate 
cultivation  of  the  fugar-cane,  had  chofen  fuch 
places  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  as 
were  on  the  tops  of  high  mountains,  or  fur- 
rounded  by  vaft  woods ;  which  aifording  too 
much  (helter  from  the  fun,  and  being  fubjed 
to  too  frequent  great  rains,  chilled  the  canes, 
rendering  their  juice  unfit  for  making  fugar. 
Not  but  that,  was  the  whole  of  the  culti- 
vable lands  there  to  be  cleared  of  their  woods, 
there  are  few  fituations,  even  in  the  moft  in- 
terior parts,  but  would  be  proper  for  the 
growth  of  that  article. 

By  this  imprudent  condud  of  fuch  of  the 
new  fettlers,  after  they  had  fpent  confiderable 
fums  of  money,  which  they  had  borrowed  on 
the  credit  of  their  plantations  fo  fituated,  and 
having  loft  a  number  of  negroes  and  cattle  by 
the  dampnefs  of  the  climate  in  thofe  places,  to-, 
gether  with  the  difficult  and  laborious  roads  to 
them,  they  were  at  length  driven  to  the  ne- 

ceffity 
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ceffity  of  abandoning  their  polTeffions  to  the 
mortgagees  in  Europe. 

Thefe  latter,  it  is  prefumed,  having  taken 
an  unfavourable  opinion  of  the  mortgaged  pre- 
mifes,  from  having  been  fujfFerers  already  in 
the  lofs  of  confiderable  fums  they  had  lent  on 
them ;  and  not  knowing,  or  not  confidering 
the  value  of  fuch  property  at  a  future  period, 
are  unwdlling  to  advance  more;  at  leaft  the 
majority  of  the  mortgagees  feem  to  be  difpofed 
to  let  their  lands  remain  in  the  fame  negleded, 
abandoned  fituation  they  have  been  in  thefe 
feveral  years  paft,  to  the  great  hindrance  of 
the  profperity  of  that  valuable  iiland,  as  well 
as  their  own  detriment. 

It  is  computed,  that  on  an  average,  one 
year  with  another,  there  are  not  more  than 
three  thoufand  hogfheads  of  fugar  made  an- 
liiially  in  Dominica.     This  is  certainly  a  very 

fmall 
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fmall  quantity  of  that  article  for  fuch  an  ex- 
tenfive  ifland,  or  even  for  the  number  of  plan-^ 
tations  in'  it,  at  prefent  under  cultivation  :  for, 
fuppofing  thefe  fifty  eftates  contained  only  two 
thoufand  acres  of  land  in  canes,  which  is  a 
very  fmall  calculation,  as  feveral  fingle  eftates 
have  upw^ards  of  one  hundred  acres,  and  few 
lefs  than  fixty :  this  is  at  the  rate  only  of  a 
hogfhead  and  a  half  per  acre. 

In  the  Englifh  old  fettled  iflands,  three 
hogfheads  of  fugar  for  every  acre  in  canes,  on 
an  average,  is  confidered  as  a  very  moderate 
produce;  for,  after  good  fcafonable  weather 
previous  to  the  crop,  fome  lands  have  been 
known  to  yield  from  four  to  five  hogfheads  per 
acre.  From  the  great  difproportion  in  point 
of  yielding,  between  the  lands  of  other  iflands 
and  thofe  of  Dominica,  the  fuperior  fertility 
of  the  former  may  be  inferred ;  which,  how- 
ever, is  by  no  means  the  cafe  :  for  the  lands 

of 
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of  the  old  iflands,  from  having  been  a  confix 
derable  number  of  years  under  cultivation,  are 
fo  much  worn  out,  as  to  require  great  atten- 
tion to  make  them  bear  the  culture  of  the 
fugar-cane.  And  the  Planters  there  are  obliged 
to  let  the  land  lie  a  year  or  two  fallow  occa^ 
fionally,  or  only  plant  fuch  vegetables  as 
yams  and  potatoes,  the  roots  of  which  open 
and  enrich  the  foil ;  befide,  it  muft  be  well 
dunged  previous  to  planting. 

Again,  no  more  than  one- half  in  fomeplan* 
tations,  in  others  only  one-third  part  of  the 
land  is  yearly  planted  with  canes  5  the  other 
part  being  prepared  for  growing  rattoonF^  turn- 
ed into  pafture  for  cattle,  or  given  to  the  ne- 
groes for  gardens,  in  order  to  improve  and 
render  it  fit  for  the  canes.  The  rattoons,  it 
is  necefiary  to  acquaint  the  readers,  who  may 
probably  not  know  the  fugar-cane,  are  fecond 
canes,  which  fpring  from  the  roots  of  plant 
canes,  after  they  have  been  cut  down  and 
I  made 
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made  fugar  of;  which  the  rattoons  produce 
in  like  manner,  but  generally  not  in  an  equal 
quantity  with  the  other.  Of  thefe,  the  lands 
of  the  old  iflands  will  bear  but  one  crop,  in 
Dominica  they  will  rattoon  four  or  five  years 
running,  and  the  lafl  year's  yielding  of  fugar 
will  be  as  gr-eat  as  the  iirft. 

The  fugar  eftates  in  the  old  iflands  have 
generally  a  number  of  barren  fpots  in  them, 
called  *^  Yellow  fpots  ;'*  the  llerility  of  which 
no  art  can  overcome  fo  as  to  make  them 
bear  canes  to  any  perfedtion ;  for  though  they 
will  fpring  up,  yet  they  foon  change  from  a 
green  to  a  yellow  colour,  and  rot  in  the 
-ground.  And,  moreover,  the  oM  iflands  are 
frequently  fubjeiSt  to  long  and  fevere  droughts, 
which  never  happen  in  Dominica ;  and  there 
is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  they  never  will, 
from  the  great  number  and  heighth  of  its 
mountains,  together  with  the  vaft  quantity  of 
woods,  which  it  will  be  next  to  impoffibLs 

ever 
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ever   to   clear   away   in    fome  parts   of   the 
ifland. 

The  land  of  Dominica  is  quite  new,  very 
little  of  it  having  been  more  than  thirty  years 
tinder  cultivation,  and  a  great  part  of  it,  it  is 
probable,  never  fince  the  creation ;  the  foil 
thereof  produces  vegetation  fo  quick,  that  it 
is  truly  amazing  ^  and  this  vigour  is  particu- 
larly confpicuous  in  the  fugar-cane,  for  it 
has  been  fccn  there  of  the  length  of  lixteen 
feet  and  upwards,  and  double  the  thicknefs 
that  it  in  general  attain  in  other  iflands. 

The  lands  on  the  fea-coaft  have  abundantly 
the  advantage  of  the  interior  country,  for 
forming  fugar  eflates ;  but  then,  they  are  con- 
tiguous to,  or  are  overtopped  by  vail  woods, 
and  have  not  the  benefit  of  an  uninterrupted;, 
warm  air,  which  is  necelTary  for  the  growth 
of  canes  to  any  perfedlion.  Befides,  the  damps 
from  the  woods  near  them,  rifing  in  heavy 
z  fogs. 


ISLAND    OF    DOMINICA.  8l 

fogs,  has  a  bad  efFed  on  canes ;  and  though 
the  lands  on  the  fea-coaft  all  lie  on  a  declivity, 
yet  the  under  ftratum  of  the  foil  being  either 
a  ftiff  clay,  or  ftrong  terrace,  fo  much  water 
is  retained  from  the  frequent  rains,  occafioned 
by  the  woods,  as  to  chill  the  foil. 

Thefe  confiderations  feem  to  point  out  the 
neceffity,  in  order  to  render  Dominica  a  good 
iugar  country,  of  clearing  the  extenfive  forefts 
of  trees  in  the  interior  parts  of  it.  When 
this  is  done,  and  not  till  then,  will  this  ifland 
be  diilino-uiihed  for  the  number  of  its  fugar 
plantations,  and  for  the  quantity  of  fugar  it  is 
abfolutely  capable  of  railing. 

There  arc  above  two  hundred  coffee  planta- 
tions in  Dominica  3  but  the  principal  and  moft 
produdlive  of  them  belong  to  French  proprie- 
tors, who  raife  great  quantities  of  coffee,  which 
they  difpofe  of  to  the  Englifli  merchants,  who 
export  it  to   Europe.     There  are,   however, 

G  feveral 
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feveral  valuable  eflates  of  that  defcription  be-=» 
longing  to  the  Englifli  inhabitants  of  it  5  and 
the  coffee  produced  in  this  iiland  is  efteemed 
fuperior  to  tli?it  of  moft  others  in  the  Weft 
Indies. 

It  is  computed,  that,  one  year  with  another, 
there  are  between  four  and  five  millions  of 
pounds  weight  of  that  article  produced,  and 
exported  annually  from  this  ifland  to  Great 
Britain,  where  it  fells  from  4L  15s.  to  5L  5s. 
per  hundred  v/eight. 

The  cultivation  of  cocoa  is  not  much  at- 
tended to  by  the  Englifh  planters ;  and  the 
fmall  quantity  which  is  exported,  is  chiefly 
raifed  on  the  plantations  of  the  French  inha- 
bitants. 

Indigo  Is  manufad:ured  on  only  two  or  three 
Englifh  eftates  in  the  ifland ;  but  they  have 
lately  very  much  negleded  that  article,  owing 

to 
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to  too  frequent  rains,  occafioned  by  the  ex- 
tenfive  woods. 

Cotton  trees  thrive  extremely  well  in  the 
land  on  the  fea-coails  of  Dominica,  but  the 
cultivation  of  them  is,  at  prefent,  wholly  ne- 
gleded ;  as  is  alfo  that  of  ginger.  The  latter 
having  been  formerly  planted  in  eftates  that 
are  now  abandoned,  it  grows  there  fpontaneoufly, 
and  in  great  luxuriance. 

The  caffia-fiftula,  and  caftor-oil  nut  trees, 
are  both  raifed  on  fome  plantations,  but  very 
little  of  the  produce  of  either  is  exported. 
The  caffia-fiftula  was  confidered  by  the  French 
as  fo  valuable  an  article,  that  foon  after  they 
were  in  poffeffion  of  Dominica  laft  war,  an 
ordinance  of  the  French  King  was  proclaimed 
in  Rofeau,  for  every  -planter  in  the  country  to 
give  in  an  account  of  the  number  of  caffia- 
fiftula  trees  he  had  growing  on  his  eftate. 

G  2  Tobacco 
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Tobacco  grows  in  great  perfedlion,  but  k 
is  only  cultivated  by  the  negroes,  who  raife 
it  in  their  gardens  for  their  own  ufe, 

Dominica  is,  beyond  difpute,  the  m-ofl  va- 
luable ifland  belonging  to  Great  Britain  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  for  the  vaft  quantities  and 
excellency  of  the  farinaceous  fruits  and  roots 
of  the  Weft  Indies ;  fuch  as  plantains,  bana- 
nas, manioc,  or  cafTada,  yams,  fweet  pota- 
toes, cufhcuflies,  tanias,  eddoes,  &c,  &c. 
fome  of  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the 
other  iflands,  but  which  grow  fpontaneoufly 
in  the  woods  of  this.  Among  thefe  are,  the 
wild  yams,  which  grow  there  in  great 
abundance,  and  were  the  chief  food  of  the 
runaway  negroes  for  a  number  of  years,  till  it 
became  neceflary  to  reduce  them. 

Alfo   Guinea  corn,  Indian  corn,  and  rice, 

gr«w  extremely  well  in  Dominica ;  the  latter 

efpecially,    which   being  introduced  there  by 
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the  American  refugees,  flonriflies  in  the  moifl, 
flat  lands,  and  yields  in  great  perfedlion.  The 
large  plantations  there  of  plantains  and  bana- 
nas, exceed  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  the  old 
iflandsj  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  often 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  this  country  for  a 
fupply  of  thofe  fruits* 


G  3  CHAP. 
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CHAPTER    VL 

NAMES     AND     DESCRIPTIONS    OF     PARTICULAR     WEST  , 
INDIA  FRUITS  WHICH  GROW  IN  THE  ISLAND;    ALSO 
OF  EUROPEAN  AND  AMERICAN    FRUITS,    HERBS,    VE- 
GETABLES,   AND     FLOWERS;     WITH    OBSERVATIONS. 
ON  THEIR  PROPERTIES,    &C. 

THE  ifland  of  Dominica  produces  every 
fpecies  of  fruit  peculiar  to  the  Weil:  Indies  y 
all  which  grow  there  in  great  perfed:ion.  Thp 
principal  are,  oranges,  lemons,  limes,  citrons, 
Ihaddocks,  water  lemons,  granadillas,  fappa- 
dillas,  pomegranates,  alligator  pears,  moun- 
tain pears,  pine  apples,  rofe  apples,  ftar  ap- 
ples, fugar  apples,  cuftard  apples,  mamma  ap- 
ples, guavas,  fea-fide  grapes,  cocoa  nuts,  conk 
nuts,  fourfops,  papaws,  cafliew  apples,  and 
tamerinds. 

The  oranges  in  this  ifland  are  of  three  forts, 
the  China   orange,    the  bergamot,    and   thq 

Seville 
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Seville  orange.  The  firfl  fort  is  far  fuperior, 
in  flavour  and  iwtttn^k,  to  any  fruit  of  the 
kind  to  be  had  in  England;  the  bergamot 
orange  is  fmall,  but  it  is  a  moft  delicious 
fruit;  and  the  Seville  orange  is  very  fervice- 
able.  The  bloffoms  of  their  trees  have  a  de- 
lighting fragrant  fmell,  which  is  to  be  fcented 
at  a  great  diftance;  and  the  fruit,  when 
ripe  and  full  on  them,  has  a  very  pleafing 
appearance. 

The  lemon  and  lime  trees  bear  alfo  very 
aromatic,  fcenting  bloffoms ;  and  the  fruit 
of  both  is  in  great  abundance,  large,  and 
of  an  excellent  quality.  Of  thefe,  the  latter 
efpecially,  great  quantities  are  often  fent  in 
barrels  to  England  and  America ;  the  neigh- 
bouring Engliili  iflands  are  likewife  often  fup- 
plied  v/ith  them  from  this  country,  efpecially 
thofe  of  Antio:ua  and  Barbadoes, 


't>' 
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The  citrons  are  large,  but  are  chiefly  va- 
luable for  their  rinds,  as  with  them  are  made 
the  beft  kind  of  fvveetmeats. 

The  fliaddocks  are  of  two  forts,  the  one 
white  in  the  infide,  the  other  red ;  they  are  a 
large  fruit,  fome  of  them  being  as  big  as  a 
good  fized  muilc-melon ;  but  the  red  fort  of 
them  is  moft  admired.  The  juice  is  con- 
tained in  feparate  divifions  of  a  thin,  fkin-like 
fubftance,  as  tranfparent  as  diamonds,  and  which 
have  much  the  look  of  them,  finely  fquared 
and  poliflied.  '  It  has  a  fweet  tafte,  tindlured 
wath  a  bitter,  and  when  the  fruit  is  ripe 
is  very  agreeable,  and  reckoned  a  good  ad- 
dition to  a  glafs  of  Madeira  wine  after  dinner. 
The  rinds  of  them  alfo  m.ake  good  fweec- 
meats. 

The  v^atet  lemon  is  a  fine  fruit,  of  the 
fhape  and  fize  of  a  dunghill  fowl's  egg.  The 
rind  of  it  is   of  a  bright  yellow  colour,  the 

infide 
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iiifide  is  full  of  fmall,  flat  feeds,  covered  with 
a  juicy  pulp,  which  has  a  very  agreeable, 
mufky  tafte.  It  grows  on  a  vine,  which  bears 
a  very  beautiful  bloffom,  very  much  refem- 
bling  the  paffion  flower;  and  the  vine  is  much 
admired,  becaufe  it  affords  the  moft  delightful 
fliade  when  turned  over  an  arbour. 

The  granadilla  is  rather  larger  than  the 
the  largeft  fized  Lifbon  lemon,  and  is  an  ex- 
cellent fruit.  It  alfo  grows  on  a  vine,  Vv^hich 
bears  a  delightful  Iky-blue  and  yellow  blcflbm, 
very  fragrant,  and  of  the  fame  appearance  as 
that  of  the  water  lemon,  but  much  larger. 
The  rind  of  the  fruit  is  alfo  of  a  ydlow  co- 
lour, but  not  fo  bri^At  as  the  other :  and  the 
infide  is  full  of  feeds  covered  with  a  juicy  pulp, 
but  not  of  fo  mufky  a  tafte.  The  granadilla 
is  much  recommended  to  people  in  fevers,  its 
juice  being  very  cooling.  The  rind  of  it 
mixed  with  a  little  lime-juice,  makes  an  ex-f"^ 
cellent  tart,  nearly  equal  to  thofe  made  with 

Englffli 
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Engliih  apples ;  and  fo  very  refrertiing  is  the 
fcent  of  thefe  fruits,  that  many  people  fuffer 
them  to  decay  on  their  fide-boards,  for  the  fake 
of  their  ao:reeable  fmell. 


't>' 


The  fappaidilla  is  of  the  fize  and  make  of  a, 
|?ergamot  pear,  its  juice  is  of  a  gluey  na- 
ture, and  of  a  fweet  tafte.  The  tree  which 
bears  it  refembles  a  pear-tree,  and  its  timber  i$ 
very  ferviceable  for  mills^  or  to  make  cart-? 
^^heels  of. 

The  pomegranates  in  Dominica  are  not  fo 
large  as  thofe  brought  to  England  from  other 
countries ;  but  they  are  fiefliy,  fweet,  and 
good,  when  thoroughly  ripe.  They  bear  a 
delightful  fcarlet- coloured  bloffom,  which,  in 
fize  and  make,  is  very  like  the  flowers  called 
blue-bottles  ^  and  the  fkin,  or  fhell  of  the 
fruit,  being  boiled  into  a  decoftion,  is  given 
to  perfons  afHidled  with  the  flux. 

The. 
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The  alligator  pear  is  of  the  iliape  of  m 
Engliih  bell  pear,  but  is  much  larger.  There 
are  two  forts  of  this  fruit,  the  one  of  a  pur- 
ple-coloured rind,  the  other  of  a  pale  green: 
the  latter  is  the  largeft,  and  mod  efteemed. 
They  are  excellent  fruit,  and  are  greedily 
eaten  by  all  kinds  of  animals  ^  for  even  horfes, 
who  are  in  general  not  fond  of  fruit,  will 
eagerly  eat  them.  This  is  the  fruit  which  is 
called  in  the  Weft  Indies  "  Vegetable  marrow,'' 
from  its  rich  melting  tafte,  and  it  is  juftly 
reckoned  the  beft  and  moft  wholefome  fruit  of 
the  country. 

Some  people  eat  them  with  fait  and  black 
pepper,  others  with  lime-juice  and  fyrup,  and 
fome  without  either  ^  but  the  generality  of  the 
French  eat  them  with  fiih  or  fiefli,  with  which 
they  are  very  relifhing.  The  feed  of  the  alli- 
gator pear,  which  is  nearly  one-third  part  of 
the  fruit,  and  fhakes  within  it  when  ripe,  has 
the  appearance  of  the  infide  part  of  a  horfe- 

chefnut. 
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chefnut,  and  has  a  very  firm  colour;  for 
which  reafon  it  is  commonly  ufed  to  mark 
linen  with.  This  is  done,  by  covering  the 
feed  with  the  cloth,  and  pricking  out  the  letters 
with  a  pin  ;  the  juice  filling  up  the  pundtures, 
ftains  the  form  of  the  letters  fo  durably,  that 
they  are  not  to  be  wafhed  out,  only  decaying 
with  the  cloth. 

The  mountain  pear  is  found  growing  only 
on  barren  heights,  or  on  the  fides  of  fteep 
precipices;  it  grows  on  a  tall,  fluted-like 
ftalk,  that  has  the  appearance  of  a  well- 
v/rought,  fluted,  flender  pillar,  full  of  fl:rong, 
ftarp  prickles.  The  fruit  is  of  the  fize  of  a 
pippin,  its  ikin  is  of  a  beautiful  crimfon  co- 
lour ;  when  this  pear  is  cut  open,  it  prefents 
an  innumerable  quantity  of  fine  black  feeds, 
which  are  covered  with  a  juicy  pulp  of  the  fame 
colour  as  the  ikin,  its  tafte  is  much  like  that 
of  a  ftrawberry ;  by  which  name  the  fruit  is 
fometimes  called^ 

Pine 
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Pine  apples  grow  in  Dominica  to  a  great 
fize,  and  are  in  general  very  juicy,  but  they 
are  not  fo  good  as  in  moft  other  iflands,  owing 
to  the  too  great  moiflure  of  the  ground,  which 
makes  them  grow  too  luxuriant  and  watry. 
Pine  apples  iliced,  covered  with  brown  fugar, 
and  left  fome  time  to  drain  out  their  juice, 
make  an  excellent  drink,  after  being  ftrained, 
and  fet  by  for  a  time  in  bottles. 

The  rofe  apple  is  chiefly  efteemed  for  its 
iine  fcent,  which  refembles  that  of  the  flower 
after  which  it  is  called.  It  is,  however,  eat 
by  many,  but  is  reckoned  unwholefbme;  be- 
ing put  up  with  linen,  it  gives  it  an  agree- 
able fcent,  equal  to  that  of  lavender. 

The  flar  apple,  fo  called  from  the  bloffoms 
of  the  tree  which  bears  it,  refembhng  a  flar, 
is  a  fine  fruit,  of  the  fize  and  fhape  of  a  large 
plumb,  of  a  purple  colour  -,  and  its  juice  is  of 

an 
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an/ agreeably    fweet   tafle,    and   of   a    glue)f 
nature^ 

The  fugar  apple  is  a  fingular  fruit,  about 
the  lize  of  a  middling-fized  Englilh  apple, 
but  in  appearance  differs  from  any  fruit  of 
that  name,  as  it  does  alfo  in  quality.  The 
rind  of  it  is  croffed  in  divifions,  the  fliape 
of  diamonds  in  a  card,  which  are  confidejably 
raifed  above  the  furrows  between  each,  and 
ftand  in  regular  rows.  The  outiide  is  of  a 
pale  green  colour,  the  infide  has  a  great  num- 
ber of  hard,  black  feeds,  which  are  nearly  as 
big  as  peas,  and  are  covered  with  a  moifl:,, 
gritty  pulp,  which  has  the  tafle  of  fugar ; 
and  it  is  reckoned  very  wholefomxe. 

The  cuftard  apple  is  of  much  the  fame  na- 
ture Vv'ith  the  former,  only  the  fl^in  of  it  is 
fmooth,  of  a  ruft  colour,  and  the  infide  pulp 
lefs  gritty,  refembling  in  tafte  a  cuftard,  after 
which  it  is  called. 

The 
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The  mamma  apple  is  a  large  fruit,  of  the 
fize  in  general  of  a  middling-fized  mulk  melon^ 
but  fome  are  much  fmaller.  The  rind  of  it  is 
thick,  ftrong,  and  has  the  appearance  of  lea- 
ther ;  the  infide  has  three  large  nuts,  or  ker- 
nels, which  are  covered  with  a  thick  fub- 
ftance,  of  the  colour  of  a  carrot,  very  juicy, 
and  in  tafte  much  refembling  that  of  a  peach. 
It  is  a  delicious  fruit  when  ripe,  but  is 
reckoned  to  be  unwholefome,  from  its  indi- 
geftive  quahty,  yet  they  make  tarts  of  it.  The 
timber  of  the  tree  which  bears  the  mamma 
apple  is  a  very  beautiful  wood,  durable,  and  is 
ufed  for  furniture. 

Guavas  are  of  three  forts,  the  white,  the 
red,  and  the  yellow  guava ;  the  firfl  is  the 
largeft  and  moft  efteemed,  but  they  are  all  very 
good.  The  white  fort  grows  in  general  as 
large  as  a  good-fized  apple,  the  red  rather 
fmaller,  and  the  yellow  about  the  iize  of  a 
golden  pippin,  v/hich  they  alfo  much  referiible. 

The 
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The  outfide  of  thefe  fruits  is  much  like  that 
of  an  apple,  efpecially  when  half  ripe,  when 
they  are  ufed  to  make  puddings  or  tarts  of, 
which  they  make  equal  to  an  Englijfh  apple, 
and  are  by  many  preferred.  The  infide  of 
them  is  full  of  fmali,  hard,  and  indigeftible 
feeds,  that  are  taken  out  when  prepared  for 
paftry,  or  for  jelly;  which  latter  they  make 
in  great  perfection,  and  exceeding  any  thing 
of  the  kind. 

The  guava  tree  is  of  the  fhrub  kind,  but 
fome  of  them  grov/  tolerably  large  and  lofty, 
efpecially  thofe  which  bear  the  white  guavas. 
Their  timber  and  branches  are  very  fervice- 
able;  and  being  durable,  and  of  a  fupple 
nature,  are  ufed  for  making  bows  for  cattle 
yokes,  knees  for  canoes,  or  boats,  bafkets, 
&c.  Thefe  trees  have  a  fmgular  property  in 
them,  as  they  are  to  be  feen  bearing  ripe  fruit, 
fruit  juft  left  by  the  bloffoms,  and  blofibms 
in  full  bloom,  all  growing  on  the  fame  branch. 

The 
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The  bloflbms  clofe  during  the  night,  but  being 
touched  with  the  hand,  or  receiving  the  heat 
of  the  fun  in  the  morning,  they  expand,*  dif- 
fufing  the  moft  delightful,  fragrant  fcent. 

The  fea-fide  grapes  are  of  the  lize  of  other 
grapes,  but  are  the  produce  of  a  large  fpread- 
ing  tree,  which  bears  them  in  fmall  clufters. 
They  have  only  one  feed,  which  is  nearly  as 
large  as  the  fruit,  by  which  it  is  covered  very 
thinly ;  have  a  very  agreeable  tafte,  but  are  of 
an  aftringent  nature. 

The  cocoa  nut  is  fo  well  known,  as  to  need 
no  defcription ;  but  they  are  not  in  fuch  great 
plenty  in  Dominica,  as  in  many  other  iflands, 
owing  to  the  little  pains  taken  to  plant  them. 

The  conk  nut  is  rather  larger  than  a  walnut, 
but  grows  from  a  vine,  the  bloflbms  of  which 
are  much  like  thofe  of  the  water  lemon.  It 
has  a  thick,  flrong  (hell,  full  of  feeds,  like 
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the  water  lemon,  but  the  juice  of  it  is  not  fo 
fvveet. 

The  fourfop  is  a  fine  fruit,  large,  and  much 
of  the  fhape  of  an  heart.  When  unripe,  it 
is  of  a  brown  colour,  and  its  fkin  is  covered 
with  raifed  points  like  prickles,  but  they  are 
not  iharp.  When  ripe,  it  is  of  a  fine  green  co- 
lour, the  points  fall  oiF,  and  the  Ikin  is  quite 
fmooth.  It  is  a  very  wholefome  fruit,  in  tafle 
refembling  fine  cotton  dipped  in  fyrup,  with  a 
little  tindure  of  acid,  of  a  very  agreeable  mufky 
flavour,  and  much  recommended  in  fevers. 

The  fruit  and  the  leaves  of  the  fourfop  hav€ 
a  very  Angular  quality  in  them,,  for  the  fruit 
will  rot  on  the  ground  witlK)ut  the  leafl  vifible 
appearance  of  worms,  although  molt  animals 
and  birds  are  very  fond  of  it ;  and  the  leaves 
being  fcattered  in  a  room  infelled  with  fleas, 
foon  clears  it  of  thofe  troublefome  gueils,  by 

the 
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the  ftrength  of  the  fmeli  of  the  leaves,  which, 
however,  is  >very  pleafanto 

The  papaw  apples  grow  in  clullers  on 
fcalks,  but  each  of  them,  when  full-grown, 
is  larger  than  the  largeil-fized  Englifli  apple, 
ibme  nearly  as  large  as  a  good-iized  mullc 
melon,  and  have  nearly  the  fame  look.  When 
half-ripe,  they  are  ufed  as  a  vegetable,  and 
boiled,  are  a  good  fubftitute  for  turnips  ^  when 
full- ripe,  they  are  a  great  antidote  to  worms, 
and  are  recoriimended  to  perfons  afflifted  with 
them  :  the  feeds  of  the  apple  efpeclally,  which 
have  a  hot  quality,  like  pepper,  are  reckoned 
good  in  that  diforder. 

The  bloffoms  of  the  papaw  tree  are  of  a 
beautiful  white  and  yellow  colour,  have  a  very 
odoriferous  fcent,  and  with  the  ftalks  are 
made  pickles  and  prefer ves  of.  The  juice  of 
the  apples,  which,  w^hen  they  are  unripe,  is 
like  thick  milk,  has  the  peculiar  quality  of 
H  z  making 
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making  tough  meat  tender,  by  being  rubbed 
over  with  it. 

The  cafhew  apples  grow  of  different  forms, 
fizes,  and  colours,  fome  being  fhaped  like  a 
quince,  and  of  the  fame  colour,  fome  longer, 
more  round,  lefs,  and  of  a  purple  colour, 
and  others  of  both  colours;  but  all  have 
the  fame  aftringent  quality  as  the  quince, 
Thefe  apples  have  each  a  nut,  which  grows 
out  in  the  middle  of  their  tops,  and  is  of  the 
fliape  of  a  kidney  3  the  iheil  of  which  nut 
contains  an  oil  of  a  corrofive  quality  that  will 
confume  iron ;  and  being  rubbed  on  the  fkin 
of  a  perfon,  it  will  caufe  it  to  blifter,  as  if 
burnt  or  fcalded.  The  apple  is  ufually  roafted, 
the  juice  prefTed  out,  and  put  hot  into  punch, 
to  which  it  gives  a  very  fine  jflavour.  The  nut 
is  alfo  roafted,  and  the  kernel  of  it  is  efteemed 
prcr^rable  to  that  of  any  other  nut  whatever. 
Of  thefe  nuts,  quantities  are  often  fent  from 
this  illand  to  England  as  prefents. 

The 
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The  tamarind  trees  grow  here  in  great  per- 
feflion,  and  the  fruit  of  them  is  excellent, 
being  much  ufed  in  medicine,  for  which  pur- 
pofe  they  are  very  valuable,  and  the  timber  of 
the  trees  is  very  ferviceable. 

Englifh  and  American  apple  trees  grow  well 
in  Dominica,  and  feveral  of  them  are  on  dif- 
ferent plantations  in  the  ifland ;  particularly  on 
thofe  of  Alexander  Stewart,  Efq.  William 
Urban  Buee,  merchant,  and  on  fome  French 
eftates,  where  the  trees  bear  a  juicy,  well- 
flavoured  apple. 

Alfo  ftrawberries,  rafberries,  and  feveral 
other  European  and  American  fruits  grow  here 
in  great  perfedion  j  proving,  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  was  a  proper  attention  to  be  paid  to  the 
further  fettlement  of  this  ifland,  there  is 
hardly  any  defcription  of  foreign  fruits  but 
what  would  flouriih  in  this  country. 

H  3  Ths 
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The  gardens  produce  the  black  and  green, 
iriufcadlne  grapes^  figs,  mufk  melons,  wa- 
ter melons,  cucumbers,  gourds,  pom- 
pions,  Englifh,  American,,  and  Weft  India* 
beans  and  peas,  cabbages,  carrots,  turnips^ 
parfnips,  lettuces,  radifliesy  horfe-radifh,  af- 
paragus,  artichokes,  fpinage,  celery,  6nions> 
efchallots,  thyme,  fage,  mint,  rue,  balm,, 
parfley,  and  all  forts  of  vegetables  and  herbs, 
all  which  grow  in  this  ifland  in  great  per- 
fedliono 

The  flowers  are,  rofes,  tuberofes,  pinks,  jel% 
famines,  and  feveral  other  forts  peculiar  to  the 
ifland;  w^hich  latter  grow  fpontaneoufly ;.  fome 
are  very  curious,  and  moft  of  them  have  a 
very  odoriferous  fmelL 

Thefenfitive  plant  grows  there  fpontaneoufly* 
and  in  great  abundance ;  alfo  the  ipecacuanha, 
and  the  latter  is  often  fatal  to  horfes,  cattle., 
and  fheep,  who  chance  to  bite  of  it  in  feed^ 
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ing ;  for  which  reafon  it  is  neceflary  to  eradi- 
cate it  as  much  as  poffible  out  of  the  paftures. 
This  plant  bears  very  beautiful,  fcarlet  and 
yellow  flowers,  which,  with  the  leaves,  are 
put  into  boiling  water,  and  given  as  an  eme- 
tic ;  but,  without  great  experience,  this  me- 
thod of  ufing  them  is  dangerous,  and  has 
proved  fatal  to  many,  who  imprudently  took 
too  great  a  quantity  of  the  infufion;  for  which 
reafon  great  care  Ihould  be  taken  in  ufing  it. 


H  4  C  K  A  P 
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CHAPTER    VIL 


CONTAINS  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  TRADE  OF  THE 
ISLAND,  PREVIOUS  TO  THE  REDUCTION  THEREOF 
BY  THE  FRENCH  LAST  WAR,  WITH  A  RELATION 
OF  THAT  CIRCUMSTANCE;  TOGETHER  WITH  THE 
ARTICLES  OF  CAPITULATION  BY  WHICH  IT  SUR- 
RENDERED. 

DURING  the  fpace  of  the  laft  five  years, 
prior  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  diflurbances  in 
North  America,  the  ifland  of  Dominica  was 
in  a  very  flourifhing  fituation.  The  port  of 
Rofeau,  which  was  then  a  free  port,  was  re- 
forted  to  by  traders  from  moft  of  the  foreign 
Weft  India  illands,  as  well  as  from  England 
and  North  America. 

The  French  and  Spaniards  purchafed  in 
this  illand  great  numbers  of  negroes  for  the 
fupply  of  their  feltlements ,  together  with 
great  quantities  of  merchandize  of  the  manu- 

fadure 
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fadures  of  Great  Britain.  Thefe  they  paid 
for  in  gold  and  filver,  or  gave  in  exchange 
Mufcovada  and  clayed  fugar,  coffee,  cotton, 
gums,  fpices,  ivory,  mahogany,  and  dying- 
Woods,  the  produce  of  their  iflands;  all  of 
which  articles  vi^ere  exported  to  Great  Britain 
in  Englifli  bottoms ;  and  thereby  were  pro- 
dudlive  of  great  advantages  to  the  trade  and 
navigation  of  the  mother  country. 

The  Americans  imported  thither  lumber, 
boards,  /hingles,  wood-hoops,  ftaves,  tobacco, 
flour,  rice,  falt-fifli,  horfes,  cattle,  fheep, 
hogs,  and  feathered  ftock,  the  produce  of 
North  America.  Thefe  v^ere  neceiSary  arti- 
cles for  the  new  fettlers,  who  paid  for  them  in 
rum  and  molaffes ;  or  fuch  other  ^produce  of 
the  ifland  as  was  at  that  time  permitted  to  be 
exported  in  American  veffels  from  the  British 
Weft  Indies. 

The 
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The  merchants  of  Dominica  were  then  nu- 
merous, and  were  enabled  to  make  regular 
yearly  remittances,  of  confiderable  value,  to 
their  correfpondents  in  England;  and  the 
planters  of  the  country  were  furniflied  with 
the  means  of  carrying  on  the  fettlement  of  their 
plantations  with  vigcrur. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  hoUihties 
in  America,  and  diredly  on  the  adoption  of 
meafures  by  the  Americans  by  way  of  reprifal, 
the  trade  of  Dominica  to  and  with  America 
was  finally  ended,  and  drew  with  it  the  lofs 
of  that,  with  the  foreign  Weft  Indi^  iflands. 

This  total  ruin  of  trade  was  attended  with 
ferious  confequences,  fatal  to  the  welfare  of 
this  ifland  in  particular,  as  being  then  only  in 
a  Hate  of  infancy  with  refped  to  its  fettle- 
ment 3  and  it  has  never  fince  been  able  to  re- 
cover its  former  flourifliing  fituation :  for  the 
merchants,  tradefmen,  and  others,  having  no 

(ale 


ISLAND    OF    BOMINIGA^  lO/ 

iale  for  their  commodities,  or  work  in  their 
line  of  bufinefs,  withdrew  themfelves  to  places 
where  trade  and  commerce  were  more  brifk ; 
and  the  planters,  from  being  deprived  of  the 
means  of  furnifhing  themfelves  with  fuch  arti- 
cles as  were  immediately  neceflary  for  their 
new  eflates,  were  driven  to  abandon,  or  to 
poftpone  the  further  improvement  of  them. 

In  this  deplorable  ftate  was  the  ifland  of 
Dominica  when  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
French  on  the  7th  day  of  September,  1778. 
Some  months  previous  to  this  calamitous 
event  his  Excellency,  Thomas  Shirley,  Efq* 
then  Commander  in  chief  of  the  ifland,  know- 
ing the  defencelefs  ftate  it  was  in,  and  being 
apprehenfive  it  would  be  attacked,  in  cafe  of  a 
rupture  with  France,  Vv^hich  was  then  threat- 
ened, employed  a  number  of  men  for  the 
defence  of  fort  Cafliacrou^'  diftributed  the 
few  foldiers  then  in  garrifon  into  fuch  places  as 

were 
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were  thought  neceflary,  and  took  every  precauw 
tlon  in  his  power  to  prevent  a  fiidden  attack. 

Fort  Cafliacrou,  at  that  time  the  chief  place^ 
of  defence  in  the  ifland,  is  fituated  on  a  rock  of 
about  three  hundred  feet  perpendicular,  and  is 
furrounded  on  three  fides  by  the  fea^^  being 
joined  to  the  main  land  by  only  a  narrow  neck  of 
land,  which  renders  it  fo  ver}'  defenfible,  that 
if  well  provided,  a  few  men  might  keep  it 
againft  as  many  thoufands. 

This  meafure,  therefore,  of  Governor  Shir- 
ley, who  guarded  this  fort,  refledls  great  credit 
upon  him ;  and  the  confequences  which  hap- 
pened foon  after  he  quitted  that  government, 
from  not  purfuing  his  plan,  is  a  lafting  proof 
of  his  abilities. 

About  three  weeks  before  the  attack,  a  re- 
port prevailing  that  hoftilities  between  Eng- 
land and  France  were  adtually  commenced  in 
I  Europe;>. 
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Europe,  fome  attempts  were  made  to  put  the 
illand  into  a  pofture  of  defence.  The  foldiers, 
of  whom  there  were  only  ninety-four,  inckifive 
of  officers,  were  ftationed  at  the  forts  in  and 
above  Rofeau,  and  a  few  of  them  at  Caflia- 
crou  ;  the  militia  mounted  guard  in  that  town, 
and  patrolled  the  ftreets  every  night  till  day- 
light, and  every  ilep,  that  feemed  neceffaryj, 
was  taken  to  prevent  a  furprize. 

Saturday,  the  fifth  day  of  September,  that 
year,  was  the  day  of  meeting  for  the  militia 
to  perform  their  exercife  in  the  field  ^  and  it 
was  remarked,  that  they  went  through  their 
evolutions  with  a  degree  of  celerity,  nearly 
equal  to  regular  troops. 

Among  the  fpedators  in  the  field,  on  this 
occafion,  were  feveral  French  ftrangers  from 
the  ifland  of  Martinique,  and  among  them  was 
an  officer  of  that  nation  of  the  name  of  Ga- 
broufc,    who  was   afterwards  harbour-niafter 

of 
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of  the  port  of  Rofeau.  Thefe  ftrangers  were 
in  quality  of  vifitants  to  fome  of  their  ac- 
quaintances in  the  ifland ;  but  their  bufinefs 
was,  in  fa6t,  to  fee  what  ftate  the  place  was 
in,  and  to  engage  the  non-reiiftance  of  the 
French  inhabitants  again  ft  the  then  meditated 
attack,  as  it  appeared  afterwards  by  the  public 
bpaft  of  the  faid  Gabroufe.  However,  ia 
Gonfequence  of  fome  intimation  to  the  Lieu- 
tenant-governor, that  officer  was  taken  up  as 
a  fpy ;  but  after  a  flight  examination  he  was 
fufFered  to  depart  5  and  the  report  of  his  being 
in  that  capacity  was  treated  with  unmerited 
.contempt. 

It  is  worth  while  remarking  in  this  place, 
that  there  feems  to  have  been  a  degree  of  fa- 
tality attending  this  ifland  at  that  particular 
period,  as,  exclufive  of  the  men  placed  by 
Governor  Shirley  at  fort  Cafliacrou,  being  dif- 
charged  from  that  fervice  foon  after  his  depar- 
ture for  England^  fome  months  before  the  in- 

vafion. 
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•vafion,  every  method  was  taken  that  could 
be  thought  of  to  guard  againft  that  event: 
and  it  was  the  determination  of  the  Englifli 
inhabitants,  that  ihould  the  ifland  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  it  fliould  not  be 
owing  to  their  want  of  attention,  or  endea'- 
vours  to  prevent  it. 

But  it  fo  happened,  and  probably  for  wife 
purpofes  of  Providence,  as  there  is  hardly  a 
doubt  but  that  the  lives  of  many  by  that  means 
were  preferved,  which  would  otherwife  have 
been  loft  in  the  defence  they  certainly  would 
have  made,  had  they  had  timely  notice  to  pre- 
pare for  oppofmg  the  invading  enemy. 

This  negled  of  theirs  was  never  fo  very 
confpicuous  as  on  the  laft  two  days  before 
the  attack ;  for  on  the  preceding  Saturday^ 
moft  of  them  wxre  that  evening  at  a  public 
.^omedy  afted  in  Rofeau ;  and  on  Sunday  even- 
Lag,  when  the  militia  guard  were  compofed 

9/ 
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of  the  chief  civil  officers  and  principal  inha- 
bitants, who  turned  out  volunteers  in  that 
fervice  -,  being  unufed  to  the  hardfhips  at- 
tending patrolUng  the  ftreets  all  night,  and 
watching  to  give  notice  of  approaching  dan- 
ger, they  preferred  the  more  inviting  enjoy- 
ments of  diverfions  and  good  cheer  in  the 
guard- room  5  where,  overcome  by  thefe  amufe- 
ments,  between  two  and  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning  they  all  retired  to  their  own  homes, 
wholly  unappreheniive  of  further  danger  for 
that  time. 

This  fame  evening,  fome  ill-difpofed  French 
inhabitants  found  means  to  infmuate  themfelves 
into  Cafliacrou  fort,  where  they  contrived  to 
make  the  few  foldiers  there  on  duty  intoxicated 
with  h'quor,  and  afterwards  filled  up  the  touch- 
holes  of  the  cannon  with  fand;  fo  that  when  it 
was  ilormed  by  the  French  the  next  morning  it 
was  eafily  taken,  and  two  of  die  Englifli  foldiers 

paid 
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paid  dearly,  the  confequence  of  their  great 
imprudence,  by  the  lofs  of  their  lives;  being 
driven,  with  fixed  bayonets,  over  the  ramparts 
of  the  fort,  and  da{hed  to  pieces  by  the  rocks 
a^t  the  foot  of  it. 

The  enemy  began  the  attack  between  three 
and  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Monday, 
the  feventh  of  September  that  year;  but  they 
"had  intended  to  have  made  their  invafion  much 
earlier,  having  fet  out  on  the  expedition  from 
Martinique  between  the  fame  hours  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  but  wxre  detained  by  calm 
weather  in  the  channel  between  the  two 
iflands. 

This  was  a  very  providential  event  for  the 
EngHfh  inhabitants  of  Dominica,  as  there  is 
every  reafon  to  believe,  that-  had  the  attack 
been  made  an  hour  fooner  than  it  was,  many 
of  them  would  have  been  maflacred  in  their 
beds ;    if  not  by   the  French   foldiers,  there 

I  was 
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was  every  probability  to  apprehend  it  would 
have  been   done  by  a  lawlefs  banditti,  com- 
pofed  of  renegado  white  men,    negros,    mu- 
lattos, and  the  outcafls  of  fociety  from  feve- 
ral    French  and  other  foreign  iflands;    who, 
v/ith   large  knives  and  pillols  fluck  in  their 
belts,  vi^ere  prepared  for   the  perpetration  of 
every  fpecies  of  rapine,  barbarity,  and  mur- 
der.    Thefc  wretches,  upwards  of  one  thou- 
fand  in  number,  were  obliged  to  be  fatisfied 
for  their  failure  of  plunder  on  this  occafion, 
by  a  contribution  laid  on  the  inhabitants  by 
the  Marquis    de  Bouille,    of   four   thoufand 
four  hundred  pounds  current  money,  which 
was  diftributed  among  them  a  few  days  after 
the  furrender  of  the  ifland. 

After  the  enemy  were  in  polTeffion  of  Ca- 
fhacrou  fort,  in  the  manner  before  noticed, 
the  major  part  of  their  forces  being  ftill  at  fea, 
thofe  that  were  landed  either  judging  it  impru- 
dent to  advance  to  Rofcau,  or  being  fatisfied 

with 


ISLAND    OF     DOrvIINICA,  II5 

With  their  then  fuccefs,  they  fired  off  two 
guns  from  that  fort,  and  let  off  feveral  fky- 
rockets,  as  fignals  to  their  friends.  This  was 
likewife  the  firft  notice  the  inhabitants  had 
of  the  attack,  which  was  immediately  an- 
nounced, by  firing  an  alarm  gun,  and  beating 
to  arms  in  the  town. 

Then  was  to  be  feen,  vifibly,  the  moft 
poignant  diftrefs :  the  helplefs  women  and 
children  running,  Shrieking  and  crying  through 
the  flreets ;  fome  of  the  women  with  their  in- 
fants in  their  arms,  others  with  fuch  things 
of  value  as  they  could  carry ;  the  negroes  ter- 
rified, running  here  and  there, — all  was,  for  a 
time,  confufion,  hurry,  dread,  and  difmay, 
none  knowing  where  to  fly  for  fafety  from  the 
invading  enemy. 

The  fituation  of  the  white  women  and  their 
children   was,  at  that   time  particularly,  pi- 
tiable ;  for,  deprived  of  the  proteftion  of  their 
I  2  hufbands 
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hufbahds  and  fathers,  who  were  obliged  to 
leave  them  to  go  into  the  fcrts  in  defence  of 
the  country,  they  were  left  to  the  mercy  and 
care  of  their  flaves,  to  wade  through  rapid 
rivers,  expofed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther, which  happened  then  to  be  rainy  5  and 
in  their  way  to  a  place  of  fafety,  encouji- 
tering  fuch  difficulties  as  were  hard  to  be  en- 
dured by  the  fex.  Their  diflreffes  were  truly 
affefting,  feveral  of  them  died  a  fhort  timx 
after,  from  the  fatigues  they  that  day  w^^nt 
through. 

The  militia  in  the  town  and  fuburbs  of 
Rofeau  were  foon  in  the  field,  to  the  number 
of  not  more  than  a  hundred  in  the  whole  ij 
few  of  the  French  inhabitants  afiembling  at 
the  firft,  and  thofe  that  made  their  appearance 
foon  after  withdrew  themfelves,  and  were  no 
more  feen,  till  after  the  iiland  was  furrendered. 
The  militia  were  diftributed  amiong  the  dif- 
ferent forts  in  and  above  the   town ;  where, 

with 
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with  the  affiftance  of  the  few  foldlers^  fome 
of  whom  were  of  the  artillery,  they  greatly 
incommoded  tlie  enemy  while  landing  at  point 
Michael,  by  firing  from  all  the  batteries  which 
they  occupied. 

Thefe  w^ere,  however,  ia  a  very  bad  ilate; 
the  gun-carriages  were  all  rotten,  fo  that  after 
two  or  three  difcharges  the  wheels  were  broken 
to  pieces.  The  cannon  in  Melville's  battery 
efpecially,  where  the  m.oft  execution  was  done, 
being  in  that  fituation,  were  afterwards  obliged 
to  be  laid  on  the  parapets,  there  loaded,  and 
fired  off.  Befides,  in  this  fort  they  were 
obliged  to  load  the  cannon  with  loofe  powder, 
there  being  none  of  it  made  up  into  cartridges ; 
and  the  cartridges  that  were  ufed  there  were 
fetched  by  the  militia  from  fort  Young,  which 
is  upwards  of  half  a  mile  diftant  from  the 
other.  Neverthelefs,  what  with  the  firing 
from  this  fort,  and  from  two  field-pieces  on  a 
point  of  land  jufi:  under  it,  the  French  troops 
J,  3  were 
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were  greatly  retarded  when  they  endeavoured 
to  attack  Rofeau,  and.  upwards  of  forty  of 
them  were  killed. 

About  noon  the  fame  morning,  the  whole 
of  the  enemy  were  landed,  and  pufhed  on  their 
march  for  the  town  3  when,  having  taken 
poiTeffion  of  the  fort  at  Loubiere,  which  is 
adjoining  thereto,  they  made  feveral  attempts 
to  enter  Rofeau,  but  were  as  often-  driven 
back,  by  the  very  heavy  firing  then  kept  up 
from  all  the  batteries. 

Three  times  they  were  driven  out  of  the 
fort  at  Loubiere,  and  twice  when  their  colours 
were  hoifted  therein,  the  flag-ftaves  were  fhat- 
tered  to  pieces  by  the  balls  from  Melville's  bat- 
tery :  their  CommiiTary-general  was  killed 
there,  and  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  very  nar- 
rovv^ly  efcaped  fharing  the  lame  fate,  by  the 
pieces  of  the  fiag-ftaves,  which  tore  away  the 
couteau  fi-om  his  fide. 

This 
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This  ievere  cannonading  fo  greatly  intimi- 
dated the  French,  that  they  evacuated  the  fort 
they  had  taken  with  much  precipitation,  and 
retreated  to  the  fide  of  a  hill  juft  oppofite  to  it, 
out  of  the  line  of  fire.  There  they  remained 
a  confiderable  time,  as  if  to  meditate  on  fome 
other  mode  of  attack ;  but  fhortly  after, 
about  two  thoufand  of  them  gained  pofleflion 
of  the  heights  above  Rofeau,  where  they 
feemed  to  wait  the  coming  on  of  night,  to 
make  their  further  approaches. 

This  laft  circumftance  determined  the  fate 
of  the  ifland ;  as  the  Lieutenant-governor, 
feeing  the  danger  to  which  the  fmall  force  he 
had  would  inevitably  be  expofed  by  a  further 
refiftance,  he,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy- 
council,  then  affembled  at  the  Government- 
houfe,  fent  out  a  Flag  of  Truce  to  the  Mar- 
quis de  Bouille,  with  offers  to  furrender  the 
ifland  by  capitulation. 

I  4  This 
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This  offer  was  readily  accepted,  and  the 
Marquis,  under  protedlion  of  the  Truce,  came 
with  it  to  the  Government-boufe^  in  order  to 
grant  his  terms,  and  to  fign  his  part  of  the 
Articles  of  Capitulation..  While  this  was 
doing,  the  firing  from  the  batteries  ceafed, 
which  gave  two  French  frigates  aa  appor^ 
tunity  of  coming  abreaft  of  Rofeau  ;  when 
the  Commanders  of  them,  it  is  probable,  not 
knowing  that  the  ifland  had  fu^rendered,.  feeing 
the  Englifh  colours  flill  flying,  with  thofe  of 
the  French  under  them  on  the  fame  ftafF,  they 
fired  fome  broadfides  into  the  town^ 

This  unexpeded  falute  exalperatiiig  the  mi- 
litia, tliey  immediately  returned  it  With  a 
forty-two  pound  cannon-ball,  which,  how- 
ever. Ml  wide  of  its  mark,  the  gun,  in  the 
hurry  they  wxre  in  to  fhew  their  refentment 
•at  fo  flagrant  a  breach,,  as  they  fuppofed,  of 
the  Truce,  being  ill-pointed.  This  the  mi^ 
Jitia  were  foon  ready  to  rectify,  by  pointing , 

another 
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another  gun  of  the  fame  metal  point  blank 
on  one  of  the  frigates,  to  which  it  would, 
doubtlefs,  have  done  ccnliderable  damage; 
but  juft  as  the  match  was  going  to  be  put  to 
the  touch-hole,  the  Marquis,  with  the  Lieu- 
tenant-governor, came  running  into  the  fort, 
and  begged  them  to  defift  ;  at  the  fame  time, 
hailing  the  frigates  from  the  ramparts,  ac- 
quainted their  Commanders  with  thefurrender 
of  the  place. 

Matters  being  thus  accommodated,  the  two 
Commanders  in  Chief  returned  to  the  Go- 
vernment-houfe,  where  the  i\rticles  of  Capi- 
tulation being  ready,  were,  by  both  of  them, 
duly  figned  and  concluded.  This  being  done, 
the  Marquis  returned  to  his  troops ;  and  foon 
after  marched  them  into  Rofeau,  thereby 
taking  poffeffion  of  the  country  for  his  moft 
Chriftian  Majefty. 


It 
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It  is  worth  while  noticing  here,  the  cere- 
nK>nies  ufed  on  this  occalion,  as  it  is  to  be 
hoped  they  may  never  again  happen  in  Do- 
minica. The  French  troops  marched  into  the 
town  in  moft  regular  and  folemn  order,  the 
drums  beating  a  flow  march,  and  the  French 
foldiers,  with  fmall  boughs  and  flowers  in 
their  hats  by  way  of  laurels,  with  aflTumed 
fierce  countenances  as  they  came  by  our  fmall 
force,  feemed  to  threaten  it  with  infl:ant  dif- 
folution.  The  Englifli  foldiers  and  inhabi- 
tants, with  two  field  pieces  in  their  front,  and 
lighted  matches,  their  muflcets  grounded,  and 
ftanding  in  two  divifions,  the  regulars  on  the 
right,  the  militia  on  the  left.  The  latter 
were  permitted  to  take  up  their  arms,  and  to 
I'etire  with  them  to  their  houfes,  amidfl:  an 
almoft:  lawlefs  troop  of  ruflians,  by  whom 
they  had  to  pafs ;  and  who,  with  curfes  and 
reproaches  for  being  difappointed  of  plunder- 
ing and  murdering  the  inhabitants,  fl:ill  threat- 
ened them,  if  they  were  not  fatisfied.     The 

Englilb 


ISLAND    OF    DOMINICA,  I23 

Engllfli  foldiers  left  their  arms  grounded,  and 
retired  to  a  place  appointed  for  them  by  the 
Lieutenant-governor ;  and  the  next  day  were 
fent  off  the  ifland,  agreeably  to  the  Articles  of 
Capitulation,  which  are  as  follows : 


APvTICLES    OF    CAPITULATION, 

Betwee?i  the  Marquis  de  BoiiilUy  General  of 
the  Windward  Weji  hidia  IJlandsy  belonging 
to  his  moji  Chrijiian  Majejiy^  and  Governor 
Stuart,  Cofmnander  in  Chief,  and  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Ifland  of  Dominica,  belong- 
ing to  his  Britannic  Majejiy, 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E    I. 

That  we  the  Governor,  chief  officers, 
officers  of  the  troops,  and  foldiers,  fhall  go 
out  with  one  mortar,  two  brafs  field  pieces, 
aud  ten  charges  for  each  piece,  with  arms, 
baggage,  and  all  the  honours  of  war^ 

I  Granted, 
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Granted,  that  the  garrifon  go  out  with  all" 
the  honours  of  war ;  but  afterwards  to  ground 
their  arms,  except  the  officers. 

ARTICLE    II. 

That  the  regular  troops,  confifting  of  fix 
ofBcers  and  ninety-four  men,  including  non- 
commiffioned  officers,  foldiers,  and  cannoniers, 
be  tranfported  to  England,  by  the  fhorteft 
route,  in  a  good  vefTel,  with  viduals  for  the 
voyage,  or  remain  here  on  their  parole. 

Granted,  on  condition  that  they  ferve  not 
againft  the  King  of  France  till  they  are  ex- 
changed ;  the  officers  to  remain  here  on  their 
parole,  but  not  the  foldiers. 

ARTICLE    III. 

That  the  officers  and  others  ffiall  have 
liberty  to  take  with  them  their  wives  and 
children  to  the  Engh'ih  iflands  by  the  ffiorteft 

'  route  i 
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K)ute;  and  that  they  fhall  be  provided  with 
a  good  veffel,  and  vidtuals  for  the  vojage. 

Granted. 

ARTICLE    IV., 

The  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  fliall  retire 
from  their  pofts  with  all  the  honours  of  war, 
that  is  to  fay,  with  two  brafs  field  pieces, 
their  arms  and  baggage,  colours  %ing,  drums 
Seating,  and  lighted  match. 

Granted- 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E    Y. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  fhall  retain 
their  civil  government,  laws,  cuftoms,  and 
ordinances  ;  juftice  fhall  be  adminiflered  by  the 
fame  perfons  who  are  now. in  aftual  charge 
thereof :  and  as  to  what  regards  the  interior  po- 
licy of  the  ifland,  it  is  to  be  arranged  between 
liis   moil  Chriflian   Majefty's    Governor  and 

th'c 
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the  inhabitants :  and  in  cafe  the  ifland  fhall  be 
ceded  to  the  King  of  France  at  the  peace,  the 
inhabitants  fhall  have  their  choice,  to  keep 
their  own  political  government,  or  to  accept 
that  eftablifhed  in  Martinique  and  the  other 
French  iflands. 

Granted,  till  the  peace. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

The  inhabitants  and  their  religious  miniflers 
fliall  be  maintained  in  the  poiTeflion  of  their 
.eftates,  enjoy  their  poffeffions,  moveable  and 
immoveable,  of  w^hat  nature  foever  they  may 
be;  they  fhall  be  maintained  and  conferved 
in  their  privileges,  rights,  honours,  and  ex- 
emptions 5  and  the  free  negroes  and  mulattos 
in  their  liberties. 

Granted, 

ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE     VII. 

They  fhall  pay  no  other  duties  to  his  moft 
Chriftian  Majefliy,  than  v/hat  they  paid  to  his 
Britannic  Majeily,  nor  other  duties  or  imports. 
The  expences  for  adminiftration  of  juflice,  the 
Salaries  of  minifters,  and  other  ordinary  ex- 
pences, to  be  paid  out  of  the  revenues  of  his 
moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  as  during  the  govern- 
ment of  his  Britannic  Majefty. 

Granted  5  but  the  inhabitants  of  Dominica, 
for  the  Uberty  of  exporting  their  produce,  muft 
pay  the  office  of  the  Domains  the  fame  duties 
that  the  inhabitants  pay  in  the  French  iflands, 
or  in  Europe  5  but  the  expences  for  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice  are  to  be  paid  by  the 
colony. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE     VIII. 

The  Haves,  baggage,  merchandize,  and  all 
other  things  made  prizes  of  during  the  attack 
of  the  illand,  fhall  be  reftored. 

Granted  -,  they  fhall  be  faithfully  reftored. 


ARTICLE    IX. 

The  inhabitants  who  are  abfent,  and  thofe 
in  the  fervice  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  fliali 
be  maintained  in  their  poffeffions,  and  enjoy 
their  goods,  by  virtue  of  their  proper  attor- 
nies. 

Granted. 

^  A  R  T  I  C  L  E    X. 

The  inhabitants  fliall  not  be  obliged  to  fur- 
niih  lodgings,  or  any  other  matters,  for  the 
troops,  norflaves  to  w^ork  on  the  fortifications* 

There 
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There  are  cafes  of  neceffity  that  will  admit 
of  no  exceptions  -,  but  in  common  cafes  the 
troops  fhall  be  lodged  at  the  expence  of  the 
King,  in  the  houfes  which  belong  to  him, 

ARTICLE    XL 

The  (hips,  brigs,  fchooners,  and  other  vef- 
fels,  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland, 
fliall  remain  the  property  of  their  owners. 

Granted;  but  Englifli  vefTels  from  Europe 
Ihall  be  delivered  up  with  fidelity  to  the 
King's  navy. 

ARTICLE    XIL 

The  widows  and  other  inhabitants,  who,  by 
ficknefs,  abfence,  or  other  ubilacles,  a;-e  pre- 
vented from  figning  the  Capitulation  at  pre- 
fent,  ihall  have  a  limited  time  allowed  them 
for  doing  the  fame. 

Granted. 

K  ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE    XIII. 

The  inhabitants  and  merchants  of  the 
illand,  who  are  comprized  in  this  prefent 
Capitulation,  fhall  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of 
commerce,  on  the  fame  conditions  as  are  al- 
lowed to  the  fabjeds  of  his  m.oii  Chriftiaa 
Majefty  in  all  his  dominions. 

Granted. 

ARTICLE    XIV. 

The  inhabitants  fliall  enjoy  their  religion, 
and  their  minifters  fliall  enjoy  their  cures. 

Granted, 

ARTICLE    XV. 

The  inhabitants  fliall  obferve  a  flrld:  neu- 
trality, and  fliall  not  be  forced  to  take  up  arms 
againfl:  his  Britannic  Majefty,  nor  againfl:  any 
other  power, 

Granted  : 
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Granted;  but  the  French-born  fubjedts 
fliall  be  at  liberty  to  ferve  the  King  of  France ; 
and  in  cafe  Dominica  fhould  return  to  the 
power  of  England,  thofe  who  do  not  chufe 
to  ferve,  fhall  not  be  puniflied  by  the  French 
government. 

ARTICLE    XVI. 

All  the  prifoners  taken  during  the  attack  of 
the  ifland  fhall  be  reflored, 

•     Granted.  ; 

A  k  T  I  C  L  E    XVII. 

The  merchants  of  the  iiland  may  receive^ 
any  veflels,  that  fhall  be  addrelTed  to  them, 
from  any  part  of  the  world,  without  being 
liable  to  confifcation, — difpofe  of  their  mer- 
chandize, and  carry  on  their  commerce  j  and 
the  port  (hall  be  free  for  that  purpofe,  they 
paying  the  ordinary  duties  paid  in  the  French 
iflands. 

K  2  Granted, 
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Granted,  till  the  peace,  Englifli  veilels  only 
excepted. 

ARTICLE,  XVIIL 

The  inhabitants  fliall  keep  their  arms. 

Granted,  on  condition  that  they  ferve  nol 
againfl  the  King  of  France. 

ARTICLE    XIX. 

That  none  other,  except  the  adlual  refi- 
dents  of  the  ifland,  fhall  be  pofTefied  of  houfes 
or  lands,  by  purchafe,  or  otherwife,  till  the 
peace ;  but  after  the  peace>  in  cafe  the  ifland 
jfhall  be  ceded  to  the  King  of  France,  fuch  inha- 
bitants as  do  not  chufe  to  live  under  the  French 
government,  fliall  be  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of 
their  poffefiions  and  goods,  moveable  and  im- 
moveable, to  v^hom  they  pleafe,  and  to  retire 
where  they  think  proper;  for  w^hich  pur- 
pofe  they  fhall  have  a  reafonable  time  allowed 
them. 

.    Granted. 

ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE    XX. 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  ifland  may  fend  their 
children  to  England  to  receive  their  education, 
to  return  hither,  and  to  be  fupplied  with  ne- 
ceflaries  during  their  ftay  in  England. 

Granted, 

ARTICLE    XXI. 

The  inhabitants  may  difpofe  of  their  goods 
md  poffeffions  to  whom  they  think  proper. 

Granted. 

ARTICLE    XXIL 

That  the  Court  of  Chancery  fhall  be  held 
by  the  Members  of  the  Council,  in  the  fame 
form  it  is  at  prefent ;  and  that  appeals  from 
the  faid  Court  ihall  be  made  of  courfe  in 
pngland^  in  the  fame  manner  as  heretofore. 

Granted. 

K  3  ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE    XXIII. 

That  the  wives  of  the  officers  and  others, 
on  leaving  the  ifland,  may  retire  with  their 
eiFeds,  and  a  number  of  dgmeftics  fuitable  to 
their  rank, 

(3  ranted, 

ARTICLE    XXIV. 

The  perfons  belonging  to  privateers,  and 
thqfe  who  have  no  property  in  the  ifland,  who 
do  not  chufe  to  remain  in  it,  fhall  have  a  veffel 
to  carry  them  to  the  Englifh  iflands,  and  be 
furniihed  with  provifions  for  the  voyage. 

Granted,  during  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks, 

ARTICLE    XXV, 
DEMANDED     BY     THE    FRENCH    GENERAL, 

There  fliall  be  delivered  up  to  the  General 
of   the  French  troops,    all  the  artillery  and 

other 
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Other  eiFeds  in  the  colony,  belonging  to  the 
King  of  England;  all  the  batteries  on  the 
coafts  fliall  be  reftored  to  the  faaie  ftate  they 
were  in  before  the  attack  of  the  ifland  ;  all  the 
fmali  arms,  which  belong  to  the  King  of 
England,  fliall  be  reftored,  except  thofe  of 
the  officers  and  militia ;  no  powder  ihall  be 
taken  from  the  magazines ;  they  (hall  be  de- 
livered into  the  hands  of  fuch  perfcns  as  fhall 
be  appointed  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille. 

Granted,  by  Governor  Stuart ;  the  preced- 
ing Articles  being  granted  by  the  Marquis  de 
Bouille, 

ARTICLE     XXVL 
DEMANDED    BY    THE     FRENCH     GENERAL. 

The  magazines  of  provifions,  and  other 
efFeds,  belonging  to  the  King  of  England, 
fhall  be  delivered  up  to  the  CommiiTary  em- 
ployed in  the  colony. 

Granted  by  Governor  Stuart. 

K  A  ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE    XXVir. 

OTHER    ARTICLE    DEMANDED    BY    THE 
FRENCH    GENERAL. 

Governor  Stuart  iliall  deliver  up  to-piorroWj^ 
the  8th  of  September,  1778,  the  pofts  at 
Prince  Rupert's  Bay,  after  the  Capitulation  is 
figned.  Fort  Young  fliall  be  delivered  diredly 
into  the  hands  of  the  firft  company  of  gre- 
nadiers ;  the  forts  and  batteries  of  the  town 
fhall  be  delivered  up  at  the  fame  time,  and  all 
other  fortreiles  of  the  colony,  as  foon  as  it 
poffibly  can  be  done. 

Granted  by  Governor  Stuart. 

We  the  Governor-general  of  the  French 
Windward  iflands  in  America,  for  his  moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  the  King  of  France ;  and 
the  Lieutenant-governor  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  Dominica,  for  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
the  King  of  England,  do  ratify  thefe  Articles 

of 
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of  Capitulation  in  twenty-feven  Articles  as 
above,  and  oblige  ourfelves  reciprocally  to 
^bide  by  the  fame. 

Done  in  two  parts  at  Rofeau,  Dominica, 
Signed  and  fealed  with  our  feals  at  arms ^ 
and  counter jGgned  by  our  Secretaries, 
this  7th  day  of  September,  1778^ 

(Signed) 

De  BoiiiUe  and  William  Stuart. 

And  underneith  by  the  General  Double i 

And  by  the  Lieut.  Governor  Hawkes^ 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER     VIII. 


&F  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  ISLAND  UNDER.  THE 
FRENCH,  WITH  A  RELATION  OF  THE  DISTRESSED 
SITUATION  OF  THE  ENGLISH  INHABITANTS,  UNTIL 
ITS  RESTORATION  TO  GREAT  BRITAIN;  TOGETHER 
WITH  THE  ACCOUNT  OF  THAT  EVENT,  AND  SE- 
VERAL OTHER   SUBJECTS. 

THUS  fell  the  important  illand  of  Domi- 
nica into  the  hands  of  the  French;  and 
^th  it  were  loft  all  thofe  advantages,  that  it 
w^s  afterwards  difcovered  w^ould  have  accrued 
to  the  Englifh,  had  it  been  in  their  poffeffiou 
during  the  laft  war,  / 

This  ifland,  from  its  local  fituation,  being 
exacSly  between  the  tv/o  principal  iflands  of  the 
French,  Martinique  and  Guadeloupe,  is  the 
beft  calculated  of  all  the  poffeffions  of  Great 
Britain  in  that  part  of  the  world,  to  fecure 
her  the  dominion  of  ihofe  feas.     Had  a  few 

fhips 
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fliips  of  war  been  ftatloned  at  Prince  Rupert's 
bay,  they  would  have  efFedtually  flopped  all 
intercourfe  of  the  French  fettlements  with 
each  other ;  as  not  a  veffel  could  have  paffed 
or  repaired,  but  would  have  been  liable  to 
capture  by  the  Britifh  cruizers  off  that  bay, 
and  to  windward  of  the  ifland. 

The  illand  of  Saint  Lucia,  that  burying- 
place  of  thoufands  of  brave  Englifhmen,  would 
then,  it  is  probable,  have  remained  in  the  de- 
folate  ftate  it  was  in  before  its  furrender,  as 
of  no  importance  to  the  French.  And  it  is 
inoft  certain,  that  had  Dominica  been  re- 
tained, at  half  the  expence  of  men  and  money 
which  it  coft  Great  Britain  to  reduce  the 
other,  the  lofs  of  moft  of  the  Englifh  fettle- 
ments in  the  Weft  Indies  v/ould  have  been 
prevented,  and  the  French  would  then  have 
had  fufficient  employment  in  fecuring  their 
own, 

he 
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The  importance  of  this  ifland  to  the  Englilh 
was  fo  well  known,  and  dreaded  by  the  French 
at  that  time,  that  the  taking  it  out  of  our 
pofleffion  was  the  iirjft  objedl  in  their  attack 
on  the  Britifli  fettlements :  and  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille  adually  fecured  Dominica  for  his 
-nation,  before  hoftilities  between  the  two  Crowns 
were  known  in  the  Englifl^  Weft  Indies. 

The  forces  under  the  command  of  the  Marr- 
quis,  on  this  expedition,  confifted  of  near  three 
thoufand  regular  troops,  and  near  half  that 
number  of  volunteers,  compofed  of  white 
pien,  mulattos,  and  negros.  The  naval  ar- 
mament confifted  of  three  frigates,  one  a 
forty-gun  fhip,  and  upwards  of  thirty  fail  of 
firmed  Hoops  and  fchoonerst 

For  feveral  days  after  the  furrender,  the  in- 
habitants from  all  parts  of  the  ifland  came  to 
the  Government-houfe,  in  order  to  fign  the 

Articles 
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Articles  of  Capitulation.  During  the  time, 
fome  of  the  Enghfh  inhabitants  were  accufed 
to  the  Marquis,  by  fome  of  the  French,  with 
having  fitted  out  privateers  againft  the  Ame- 
ricans. Thefe  perfons  were  treated  with  great 
indignity  by  the  Marquis,  who  obliged  them 
to  pay  down  confiderable  fums  of  money  for 
veffels  faid  to  have  been  French  property, 
which  had  been  captured  as  Americans  by  the 
privateers. 

The  principal  accufers  of  the  Engliili  in* 
habitants,  on  this  and  feveral  other  occafions^ 
were  certain  French  people,  who  had,  here- 
tofore, been  treated  with  every  indulgence  and 
kindnefs  by  thofe  they  accufed ;  as  they  were 
alfo  the  chief  promoters  of  all  the  difturbances, 
heart-burnings,  and  animoiities  of  the  French 
government,  to  the  Britlih  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland,  during  the  whole  of  the  time  it  was  in 
their  poffeffioni  and  were,  moreover,  the 
2  means 
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means  of  obliging  feveral  to  quit  it,  leaving 
behind  them  their  property* 

Thefe    were    Thomas    C— — d    A ^t, 

W m  R d,  and  a  M r  C r. 

The  latter  had  formerly  dealt  largely  with 
fome  Englifli  merchants  of  the  ifland,  whom 
he  had  defrauded  of  their  dues  by  running 
iaway^  but  returning  on  this  expedition,  as 
chief  guide  to  the  troops,  he  was  promote4 
by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  to  the  office  of  chief 
baker 'to  the  forces  in  the  place,  as  a  reward 

of  his  treachery.     R d  had  quitted  that 

country  in  the  fame  clandefline  manner ;  but 
returning  with  the  Marquis,  as  a  volunteer  in 
the  caufe,  was  by  him  appointed  his  moft 
Chriftian  Majefty*s  Receiver-general  of  Do- 
minica, C ^d  A 1  had  been  a  num- 
ber of  years  a  truflee  for  the  French  church^ 
lands  in  Rofeau,  to  which  office  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Engliih  government,  at  the 
time  of  the  ceffion  of  the  country  to  Great 

Britain, 
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Britain.  He  had,  moreover,  been  treated 
with  a  degree  of  indulgence  in  his  office,  more 
than  his  behaviour  entitled  him  to,  and  which 
he  repaid,  by  taking  every  ftep  in  his  power 
^tQ  do  injury  to  the  Englifli  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland  after  its  furrender  to  the  French. 

The  fate  of  thefe  three  men  is  worth  re- 
marking, as  the  recital  may  ferve  to  deter 
others  from  being  guilty  of  the  like  treacherous 
and  mifchievous  doings.  The  Baker,  whofe 
infamous  character  foon  came  to  the  knov^- 
ledge  of  the  French  government,  was  dif- 
charged  from  that  office  for  fraud  in  his 
weights,  and  again  obliged  to  fly  the  country. 
The  Receiver-general,  after  having  exercifed 
his  new  office  with  every  fpecies  of  impofi- 
tion  and  infolence  in  a  degree  peculiar  to 
himfelf,  very  prudently  took  a  filent  depar- 
ture from  the  ifland,  a  few  days  before  its 
'  evacuation  by  the  French,  as  being  confcious 

of 
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t>f  his  meriting  a  juft  punifhment  had  he  re- 
mained. And  C— — d  A— t,  as  foon  as 
the  ifland  was  reftored,  retired  on  his  planta-* 
tlon  in  the  country  j  where,  univerfally  de- 
tefted  by  both  French  and  Englifh,  he  died  of 
defpair  but  a  fhort  time  after. 

As  foon  as  the  new  form  of  government  was 
fettled  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  he  departed 
for  Martinique,  leaving  the  Marquis  Dbchil- 
leau  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  conquefti 
This  Governor  had  an  univerfal  antipathy  to 
the  Englifh,  the  very  name  of  an  Englifli- 
man  being  hateful  to  his  ears ;  nor  could  he 
bear  them  in  his  fight  with  any  degree  of 
temper  ;  and  contrary  to  the  character  of  men 
in  general  of  his  nation,  he  extended  his  bru- 
tal behaviour  even  to  the  female  fex,  if  they 
came  in  his  way,  to  petition  or  addrefs  him 
in  behalf  of  their  property* 

Withal, 
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Withal,  he  was  fo  very  pufiUanimous,  that 
the  moft  vague  report  of  the  approach  of  the 
Englifh  from  Saint  Lucia  terrified  him^  when, 
galloping  up  and  down  like  a  madman,  he  would 
threaten  every  Englifliman  he  met,  to  put 
them  to  death,  and  to  fct  fire  to  the  town, 
fhould  their  countrymen  dare  to  attempt  an 
invafion.  And  moreover,  not  confiding  in 
the  great  number  of  troops  that  were  under 
his  command,  but  thinking  them  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  quell  an  infurre6lion  of  the  Englifli 
inhabitants,  whom  he  weakly  fuppofed  might 
make  an  attempt  to  retake  the  ifland,  he 
thought  proper  to  break  through  the  eighteenth 
Article  of  the  Capitulation,  by  diiarming 
them,  and  diftributing  their  arms  among  the 
runaway  negros,  with  whom  he  adtually  en- 
tered into  a  treaty  for  afilftance. 

This  was  the  Governor  whom  ths  Marquis 
de  Bouille,  from  motives  of  policy,  thought 
fit   to   appoint   over  his   firft  conqueil  ^  and 

L  thers 
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there  could  not  have  been  a  more  proper  per- 
foil  for  carrying  the  intentions  of  the  Marquis 
into  execution,  by  leffening  the  value  of  Do- 
minita,  in  order  to  have  it  ceded  to  the 
French  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war.  In  this, 
however,  happily  for  the  Britifli  nation,  he 
was  difappointed;  and  although  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Englifh  inhabitants,  from  the 
harlli  and  cruel  treatment  they  underwent,  not 
only  from  the  Majquis  Duchilleau,  but  alfo 
from  every  French  perfon  in  ofEce  under  his 
government,  was  driven  to  the  neceffity  of 
quitting  the  ifland  ;  yet  the  few  that  remained, 
patiently  enduring  all  their  fufFerings  from  the 
French,  waited  only  the  commencement  of 
peace,  to  determine  whether  the  country  would 
be  reftored  to  the  Englifh,  or  be  continued 
under  the  dominion  of  France.  The  former 
happening  to  be  the  cafe,  was  a  matter  of 
great  concern  to  the  French,  who,  well  know- 
ing its  importance,  quitted  their  poiTeliions 
with  the  greateft  reludancy,  from  a  convic- 
tion 
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lion  that  it  was  an  ifland  capable  of  being 
rendered  both  formidable  and  dangerous  to 
their  own  fettlements  at  a  future  period. 

To  return  to  the  Marquis  Duchilleau  ^  he, 
like  another  tyrannic  governor,  iffued  a  pro- 
clamation, forbidding  the  affembling  together 
of  the  Engliih  inhabitants  more  th^n  two  in 
a  place.  That  no  lights  were  to  be  ken  in 
their  houfes  after  nine  o'clock  at  night ;  that 
no  Engliih  perfon  w^as  to  be  out  after  that 
hour,  in  the  ftreets,  without  a  candle  and  Ian- 
thorn,  or  a  lighted  pipe  in  his  mouth ;  and 
that  no  fervant  of  theirS  was  to  be  km  at 
night,  without  a  ticket  from  his  mafterj 
under  no  lefs  a  penalty  to  white  people,  than 
being  fhot  by  the  centlnel  at  the  pofl  they 
paffed  by,  of  being  imprifoned,  or  fent  out  cf 
the  ifland  -,  and  the  fervants  ^re  to  be  whip- 
ped in  the  public  market,  befides  a  fine  on 

their  maflers. 

L  2  Many 


148  THE    HISTORY    OF    THE 

Many  of  the  Engliifli  inhabitants  were  im- 
prifcned  by  him  on  the  flighteft  pretence  3  and 
one  of  them,  Robert  Thou,  Vv^as  actually 
fliot  by  a  centinel,  for  attempting  to  go  ou 
board  his  own  veffel  after  nine  o'clock  at 
night.  This  unfortunate  young  man  died  a 
few  days  after,  in  the  utmoft  torture  from  his 
wound,  the  ball  going  through  his  body  at 
the  breaft  ;  and  the  perpetrator  of  this  horrid 
murder  was  raifed  by  the  Marquis  Duchilleau 
to  a  higher  ftation  in  his  regiment,  for  having 
thus  wantonly  killed  him^ 

So  very  apprehenfive  w^as  this  Governor, 
that  the  Englifh  inhabitants  were  forming  de- 
figns  to  retake  the  ifland,  or  that  they  held  a 
correfpondence  with  the  enemy  at  Saint  Lucia, 
that  every  letter  of  theirs  v/as  opened  for  his 
infpedion  befoie  it  was  delivered.  And  deem;. 
ing  this  infufiicient  to  come  at  the  knowledge 
of  their  private  tranfadions,  he  adopted  the 
practice  of  going  hinifclf  in  difguife,  or  em- 
i  ploying 
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ploying  others,  who  better  knew  the  Englifli 
language,  to  liften  at  their  doors  and  windows 
in  the  night-time  5  but  luckily  he  never  found 
out  any  fecrets. 

He  repeatedly  threatened  to  fct  fire  to  the 
town  of  Rofeau,  in  cafe  the  illand  was  at- 
tacked ;  and  though  the  latter  v/as  never  at- 
tempted by  the  Englifh  forces,  yet  that  town 
M^as  fet  fire  to  by  the  French  foldlers,  who, 
there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe,  did  it  by  his 
private  orders.  This  fuppofition  was  ilrongly 
corroborated,  by  his  behaviour  on  the  night 
of  that  melancholy  event,  at  which  himfelf 
was  prefent  beft  part  of  the  time ;  but  he 
would  not  fufFer  his  foldiers  to  aiTifi:  in  extin- 
gui filing  the  flames,  'fave  only  in  houfes  that 
belonged  to  the  French  inhabitants ;  efpecially 
in  that  of  Thomas  Chabaud  Arnault,  v/hich, 
though  feveral  times  on  fire,  was  yet  faved  by 
the  troops,  in  preference  to  fir  more  valuable 
L  3  buildings 
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buildings  that  v/ere  con  fumed,  while  they  ftood 
looking  on,  diverted  with  the  fcene. 

The  foldiers  were  bufy,  the  chief  time  of 
the  fire,  in  fecuring  for  themfelves  the  pro- 
perty of  the  inhabitants;  breaking  open  boxes^ 
trunks,  and  chefts,  driving  in  the  heads  of 
cafks  of  liquor,  and  taking  out  what  quantity 
they  could  in  their  hats,  bottles,  and  other 
veiTels,  letting  the  reft  run  out  into  the  ftreets. 
Some  of  the  French  inhabitants  were  alfo 
bufily  employed  in  the  fame  manner ;  one  of 
them  in  particular,  of  the  name  of  '^  P— — n," 
was  adlually  deteded  with  feveral  articles  of 
value  belonging  to  EngUfh  people;  and  in 
particular  a  calk  of  Madeira  -  wine,  the  pro- 
perty of  a  Mr.  John  Tileftone,  a  reputable 
tavern-keeper  in  that  town;  who  afterwards 
recovered  the  value  of  it  by  a  fuit  at  law 
againft  the  faid  P— n. 

This 
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This  fire  in  Rofeau  happened  the  evening 
of  Eafter  Sunday,  1781,  by  which  upwards 
of  five  hundred  houfes  were  confumed  in  a 
few  hours  5  and  among  them  the  principal 
buildings,  ftores,  a  vaft  quantity  of  rich  mer- 
chandize, and  valuable  articles  of  houfhold 
goods  were  deftroyed,  to  the  amount  of  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
jlQrling, 

The  inferior  French  officers,  and  feveral  of 
the  French  inhabitants  of  Dominica,  encou- 
raged thereto  by  the  tyrannic  behaviour  of  the 
Marquis  Diichitleau,  were  not  backward  in 
their  bad  treatment  of  the  Engliili  inhabi- 
tants :  the  ofiicers  ufually  infulting  them  as 
they  walked  the  ftreets;  throwing  fhowers  of 
ftones  on  their  houfes  in  the  night-time ;  fa- 
luting  the  Engliih  white  women  with  inde- 
cent expreflions  as  they  pafled  by  ;  taking  the 
upper  hand  of  the  men  in  taverns,  and  other 
places  of  necefiary  refort,  where  they  hap- 
L  4  pened 
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pened  to  bcprefent,  or  indignantly  driving 
them  out ;  circumftances  of  fuch  mean  cruel- 
ty to  a  conquered  people,  that  one  fliould 
think,  none  but  the  dregs  of  mankind  would 
ever  be  guilty  of. 

This  too  was  the  behaviour  of  fome  of  the 
French  inhabitants  -,  from  whom  it  was,  in  a 
particular  manner,  diftreffing  to  the  Englifh, 
who  had  heretofore  treated  them  with  every 
degree  of  kindnefs,  as  being  a  fet  of  people, 
who,  though  not  of  the  fame  nation  by  birth, 
v/ere  members  of  the  fame  community,  fub- 
jedt  to  the  fame  government,  and  as  fuch,  en- 
titled to  the  fame  privileges  and  refpe6t  with 
thernfelves.  Of  thefe  in  particular,  a  French- 
man of  colour,  of  the  name  of  Blanchdela- 
blong,  and  a  white  man,  named  Etienne  Vring, 
defer ve  to  be  mentioned.  The  iirft  had  the 
audacity  to  ftrike  the  Englifli  Chief  Juftice, 
and  the  other  infolently  drew  his   fvvord  on 

a  re- 
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a  refpeftable  Engliili  merchant   in  a  public 
tavern. 

It  IS,  however,  neceflary  here  to  do  juftice 
to  the  merits  of  fome  of  the  principal  French 
officers  at  that  time;  as  of  the  Count  de 
Bourgoinne,  Monfieur  da  Beaupe,  and  the  ge- 
nerality of  the  officers  of  Iriih  Brigades  in 
that  ifland. 

The  Count  de  Bourgoinne  was  Chief  Go- 
vernor of  Dominica  for  fome  time  after  the 
Marquis  Duchilleau  had  quitted  it,  to  affift 
in  the  expedition  formed  by  the  French  and 
Spaniards  againft  Jamaica;  and  during  the 
time  of  his  government,  the  Englifh  inhabi- 
tants were  much  better  treated,  than  while 
under  Duchilleau.  But  this  not  anfwering 
the  politic  views  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille, 
he  recalled  the  Count  from  his  government, 
\inder  pretence  of  his  mal-adminiftration;  but 

in 
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in  reality,  only  for  his  lenity  to  the  Englifh 
inhabitants  of  Dominica. 

Monfieur  du  Beaupe  fucceeded  this  latter ; 
and  although  he  was  no  great  admirer  of  the 
Englifh,  yet,  during  his  government,  which 
lafted  till  the  ifland  was  reftored,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  defcription  enjoyed  fome  little 
repofe  from  their  fufFerings,  as  he  made  it  a 
point  to  prevent  their  being  maj- treated  by 
thofe  under  his  command. 

The  Irifli  officers  of  the  Brigades  being  ac-^ 
quainted  with  the  cuftoms,  and  fpeaking  th^ 
language  of  the  Englifh,  treated  them  with 
every  civility  in  their  power,  during  the  time 
they  were  in  the  illand;  frequently  vifiting 
them,  joining  them  on  parties  of  amufement, 
and  rendering  them  feveral  little  fer vices.  And 
to  their  praife  be  it  mentioned,  that  on  two 
pr  three  occafions  fome  of  them  oppofed  the 

French 
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French  officers,  for  their  bad  treatment  of  the 
Englifli,  at  the  rifk  of  lofing  their  own  lives. 

During  five  years  and  a  quarter,  the  time 
that  the  iiland  of  Dominica  was  in  pofleffion 
of  the  French,  it  was  reforted  to  by  no  vef- 
fels  from  Old  France ;  nor  was  any  of  the 
produce  of  the  Engliili  plantations  exported 
to  that  kingdom  during  this  period ;  but  part 
of  it  was  fent  in  neutral  bottoms  to  the  Dutch 
ifland  of  Saint  Euftatius,  before  its  capture 
by  Admiral  Rodney ;  and  from  thence  it  was 
exported  to  England,  under  the  mofl:  extrava- 
gant expences  and  lofs  to  the  proprietors. 

Other  parts  of  the  produce  were  fent  in 
Dutch  veffels,  which  were  engaged  for  the 
purpofe  in  England,  to  Rotterdam,  where,  o^ 
their  arrival,  the  fugar  in  particular  fold  from 
fixteen  to  eighteen  pounds  fterling  per  hogfliead. 

After 
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After  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  the 
Dutch,  the  produce  of  Dominica  was  fent, 
under  Imperial  colours,  to  Oftend,  where  the 
fugar  fold  only  from  fix  to  eight  pounds  fter- 
ling  per  hogfhead.  This  was  a  great  falHng 
off  in  the  price  of  that  commodity,  and  greatly 
diftreffed  the  fugar  planters  in  particular ;  but 
to  complete  their  misfortunes,  one  of  thofe 
very  veffels,  laden  with  returns  to  the  ifland, 
was  captured  by  the  Americans,  who  fold  both 
the  fhip  and  cargo. 

The  prices  of  the  different  articles  in  Do- 
minica, the  grcatefl;  part  of  the  time  of  the 
French  government  of  it,  were  as  follow : 

Sugar,  from  il.  4s.  to  il.  los.  per  Cwt, 

Rum,  2s.  per  gallon. 

Coffee,  from  2 L  to  2I.  los.  per  Cwt, 

Of  the  current  money  of  the  Ifland, 
which    was     at    eighty-five    per    cent,    and 

was 
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was  not  more  than  one-half  the  value  of  the 
fame  produce  at  prefent.  The  freight  of 
fhipping  it  off  from  the  out-bays  to  Rofeau^ 
was  then  nearly  double  to  what  it  is  novv^;  and 
the  duties  paid  to  the  French  Cuftom-houfe, 
for  exporting  the  fugar  alone,  was  upwards 
of  twenty  per  cent,  on  their  eftimation  of  its 
value. 

The  different  articles  of  provilions,  and 
other  neceffaries,  brought  to  the  ifland,  were 
at  a  mofl  extravagant  price. 

Beef,  from  9I.  i8s.  to  iil.  5s.  per  barrel. 
Pork,  from  i  il.  5s.  to  i  3L  4s.  per  ditto. 
Flour,  from  9I.  i8s.  to  12I.  per  ditto. 
Butter,  from  lol.  to  13I.  4s.  per  firkin. 

This  was    the  wholelale  price;  but  when 
difpofed    of  again    at    retail,    the  price    was 
extravagant  -,  for  butter  v/as   not   to   be  had 
'  there    under    fix    fhillings    a    pound,    can- 
dles 
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dies  at  three  fhiilings,  foap  at  the  fame  pricey 
and  every  other  article  in  that  advanced  pro-* 
portion  4 

The  Englifh  inhabitants  then  of  Dominica 
were,  in  confequence,  greatly  diftreffedi  as 
few  of  them  could  afford  to  purchafe  thofe 
neceffary  articles,  the  planters,  and  lower  or« 
der  of  people  efpecially ;  the  latter  having  no 
trade,  and  but  little  to  do,  were  unable  to 
be  at  fo  great  an  expence ;  and  the  planters 
having  a  number  of  negros  on  their  eftates, 
were  diftrefTed  to  furnifli  a  neceflary  fupply 
of  provifions  for  their  Haves,  or  for  them-* 
felves. 

Many  were  under  the  neceffity  of  purchafing 
from  the  French  foldiers  their  allov\^ance  from 
the  King,  of  fait  meat,  bread,  and  other  mat- 
ters ;  which,  though  not  the  beft  provifions 
of  the  kind,  were  a  great  afiiHance  to  a  num- 
Z  ber 
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ber  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  in  the  towns 
as  on  the  plantations. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  ifland  of  Saint  Lu- 
cia, foon  after  its  capture  by  the  Englifli,  was 
rendered  a  place  far  more  defirable,  in  point 
of  trade,  than  it  had  ever  been,  while  under 
its  former  mafters ;  and  the  French  inhabi- 
tants of  it  were  better  treated  by  the  Englifli 
government,  officers  and  foldiers,  than  they 
actually  treated  their  own  countrymen,  who 
retired  thither  after  its  furrender. 

That  ifland  was  the  chief  mart  of  trade  for 
provifions  and  merchandize  of  every  defcrip- 
tion,  during  the  war,  being  reforted  to  by 
velTels,  not  only  from  our  own  fettlements^ 
but  alfo  from  moft  of  the  foreign  iflands, 
by  the  means  of  flags  of  truce.  Provifions 
in  particular,  were  to  be  had  there  at  the  fol- 
lowing moderate  prices,  viz. 

Beef, 
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Beef,  from  5I.  los.  to  61.  per  barrel- 
Pork,  from  61.  I  OS.  to  7I.  per  ditto. 
Flour,  from  3I.  6s.  to  4I.  per  ditto. 
Butter,  from  4I.  los.  to  5I.  per  firkin. 

Although  the  French  government  of  Do- 
minica had  every  opportunity  of  furnifliing 
their  troops  v^ith  frefli  provifions,  by  means 
of  the  Americans,  then  in  alliance  w^ith 
France,  yet  not  a  fingle  veffel  arrived  there 
with  cattle,  during  the  whole  time  they  were 
in  pofleffion  of  the  ifland.  But  the  cattle  that 
v/ere  killed  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  were,  at 
firft,  indifcriminately  fbot  on  the  Englifli 
plantations,  at  the  pleafure  of  Duchilleau, 
whenever  they  were  v/anted  for  the  uie  of  his 
foldiers. 

He  afterwards  cftablifned  an  ordinance,  that 
every  Englifli  planter  fliould  fend  a  bead  in 
his  turn  for  the  ufe  of  the  military  hofpital, 
under  the  penalty  of  having  it  taken  by  force; 

and 
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lind  the  perfon  who  did  not  comply,  was  impri- 
foned,  or  fent  off  the  ifland.  By  this  means, 
upwards  of  fixty  in  every  hundred  head  of 
icattle  in  the  country  were  dellroyed  during  his 
Government;  and  this  ordinance  was  carried 
into  execution  with  fuch  rigour  by  him,  that 
if  either  by  detention,  by  bad  weather,  or  de- 
lay, by  reafon  of  the  diftance  of  the  eflate 
from  Rofeau,  the  cattle  w^ere  not  there  in 
time,  a  party  of  foldiers,  with  their  mulkets 
loaded,  were  immediately  fent  out,  to  kill  any 
horned  beaft  that  fell  in  their  way. 

By  this  arbitrary  proceeding,  many  fine 
milch  cows  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  town 
fell  vidtims  to  his  wrath  on  thefe  occafions;  and 
what  was  particularly  hard  upon  the  owners 
of  them,  they  Vv^ere  obliged  to  bear  the  lofs 
without  repining,  and  to  put  up  with  being 
paid  as  for  ordinary  beafts,  and  waiting  for 
that  payment  a  long  time. 

M  •    Another 


l62  THE    HISTORY    OF    THE 

Another  very  great  hardfhip  on  the 
owners  of  cattle,  killed  for  the  ufe  of  the 
military  hofpital,  was,  that  they  were  feldom 
permitted  to  have  a  piece  for  themfelves, 
though  they  paid  for  it,  but  were  obliged  to 
be  fatisfied  with  the  offals  of  the  carcafe,  And> 
as  for  others  of  the  Englifh,  a  piece  of  bul- 
lock's liver  was  the  moft  they  in  general 
could  get ;  and  they  were  ufually  told  by  the 
French  officers  in  the  markets,  *'  That  that 
*^  w^as  too  good  for  an  Engh/hman." 

This  great  deftrudlion  of  the  cattle  in  Do- 
minica, at  that  time,  w^as  a  fource  of  great 
difadvantages  to  the  proprietors  of  the  fugar 
plantations,  thereby  preventing  the  poffibi- 
lity  of  carrying  on  the  culture  of  the  fugar - 
cane,  from  the  want  of  thofe  neceffary  animals. 
And  by  this  procedure  of  the  French,  feveral 
of  the  Engliih  planters  were  driven  to  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  flopping  the  further  fettlement  of 
their  eflates,  to  the  great  detriment  of  them- 
felves 
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felves  and  families,  as  well  as  injury  to  the 
mortgagees  in  Europe ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
lelTening  the  value  of  property  in  the  ifland  in 
the  opinion  of  people  in  general. 

The  French  were  fatisfied  with  being  able 
to  keep  the  country  from  Great  Britain  during 
the  war,  firmly  believing,  that  it  would  be 
ceded  to  them  at  the  peace  ^  they  did,  there- 
fore, every  thing  in  their  power  to  render  the 
ftay  of  the  Englifh  inhabitants  uncomfortable 
and  diftreffing.  Their  difappointment,  there- 
fore, on  finding  the  ifland  was  to  be  reftored, 
was  matter  of  great  concern  to  them ;  and 
they  adlually  put  off  the  delivering  it  up  to  the 
Englifh,  a  confiderable  time  after  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  was  con- 
cluded in  Europe. 

Some  weeks  before  the  adlual  refloration  of 

Dominica,  an    Englifh   regiment  from  Saint 

Lucia  arrived  at  Rofeau,  for  the  puj-pofe  of 

M  2  taking 
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taking  poffeffion  of  the  ifland  for  his  Britannic 
Majefty.  This  was,  however,  peremptorily 
refufed  by  the  French  Governor,  who  ftrongly 
denied  his  having  received  any  inftrudions  for 
the  deUvering  up  the  illand  from  his  fuperiors 
at  Martinique,  or  even  from  Europe;  at  the 
fame  time,  ordering  the  Britifli  Commander, 
with  his  troops,  to  depart,  and  threatening  to 
compel  them  to  it.  But  this  order  being  con- 
trary to  the  commiflion  of  the  latter,  he  de- 
clared he  was  determined  to  ad:  as  became 
him  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  he  was  at  lafl; 
permitted  to  land  with  his  troops  at  point 
Michael,  there  to  wait  till  the  French  Go- 
vernor had  further  inftrudtions^ 

Matters  being  thus  accommodated,  owfngj 
It  is  probable,  to  the  fuperior  force  of  the 
Englifh,  who  came  with  tv/o  fhips  of  war  to 
demand  the  ifland,  which  was  then  but  thinly 
garrifoned ;  the  Engliih  troops  were  accord- 
ingly landed  at   the  before-mentioned  place, 

where 
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where  they  continued  till  the  day  of  the  fur- 
render  of  the  country  to  Great  Britain. 

It  is  worth  while  to  remark  here,  the 
jealous  behaviour  of  the  French  Commander 
on  this  occafion;  for  though  there  was  every 
reafon  to  believe,  that  he  well  knew  the  ifland 
was  to  be  reftored  ;  yet  he  took  every  method 
that  was  in  his  power  of  fhewing  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  prevent  it ;  and  he  adually  threatened 
to  ufe  force  if  the  Engli/li  dared  to  land,  as  if 
upon  an  hoflile  occafion :  nor  would  he  per- 
mit any  of  the  Englilli  officers  fo  much  as  to 
fet  their  feet  on  fhore  in  Rofeau ;  but  hned 
the  bay  of  that  road  with  armed  foldiers,  who 
even  then  treated  fome  of  tlie  Englifh  inhabi- 
tants exceedingly  ill,  for  no  other  reafon,  than 
the  joy  that  was  vifible  in  their  faces  at  the 
fight  of  their  own  countrymen. 

This  affumed  face  of  refinance,  was  a  plain 

indication  of  the  great    unwillingnefs  of  the 

M  3  French 
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Erench  to  quit  poffefiion  of  the  country^  but 
which  would  have  little  availed  them,  had  the 
Englifli  Commander  been  difpofed  to  force 
his  landing.  This,  however,  would  have 
been  producflive  of  fatal  confequences  to  the 
defencelefs  Englifh  inhabitants,  who  would,^ 
there  is  no  doubt,  have  fallen  vidlims  to  the 
fury  of  the  French  in  the  firfl  in  fiance,  and  it 
would  have  anfwered  no  other  end,  than  to 
facilitate  the  return  of  the  ifland  to  its  former 
government  a  few  weeks  fooner. 

The  Enghih  inhabitants  foon  after  made 
themfelves  amends,  for  having  been  prevented 
from  falu ting  their  countrymen  on  their  ar- 
rival ;  for  on  the  fame  evening  there  was  fcarce- 
ly  a  man,  woman,  or  child,  in  the  town  and 
fuburbs  of  Rofeau,  that  did  not  either  ride  or 
walk  to  the  quarters  of  the  EngHfh  troops  at 
point  Michael,  for  the  purpofe  of  rejoicing  at 
the  prcfped  of  a  fpeedy  return  of  their  own 
government. 

One 
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One  obfervation  is  due  to  the  fplrlted  beha- 
viour of  the  Britifli  Commander  while  at 
point  Michael;  he  caufed  it  to  be  well 
fortified  and  guarded,  for  fear  of  the  worft, 
and  every  day  hoifted  the  Englifh  flag.  This 
being  a  moft  hateful  fight  to  the  French, 
their  Commander  repeatedly  fent  orders  to 
have  the  Englifli  colours  taken  down,  w^hich 
the  other  as  peremptorily  refufed;  alledging, 
that  this  country  was  his  mafter's,  w^hofe  flag 
he  would  defend  to  the  lafl:  moment  of  his 
life ;  and  that  if  the  French  Governor  would 
have  it  down,  he  mufl:  enforce  his  commands 
with  the  muzzles  of  his  guns. 

From  this  time,  till  the  evacuation  of  Do- 
minica, the  French  were  bufily  employed  in 
demolifhing  the  fortifications  they  had  built, 
and  doing  all  the  damage  they  could  to  thofe 
that  were  there  before  their  invafion,  feveral  of 
which  they  blew  up  with  gunpowder. 

M  4       -  Thij 
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This  ifland  was  reftored  to  England  in  the 
month  of  January,  1783.  The  day  of  its 
reftoration  was  a  joyful  day  for  the  Engliih  in- 
habitants^ efpecially  for  thofe  who  had  under- 
gone a  long  and  painful  captivity,  and  had 
been  treated  with  a  degree  of  cruelty  hardly 
to  be  paralleled. 

In  the  morning  of  the  day  of  the  evacua- 
tion the  Englifli  troops  marched  from  point 
Michael;  and  between  eleven  and  twelve 
o'clock  they  came  near  the  town  of  Rofeau, 
where,  waiting  till  the  French  began  to  em- 
bark, it  was  near  two  o'clock  before  they 
finally  evacuated  the  ifland;  and  then  the 
Engliih  troops  came  into  the  town,  with  co- 
lours flying,  drums  beating,  and  a  band  of 
mufic  playing  as  they  marched,  efcorted  by 
mofl:  of  the  Englifli  inhabitants,  who,  with 
multitudes  of  negros,  lined  both  fides  of  the 
way  as  they  entered  the  town- 
Bet  ween 
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Between  one  and  two  o'clock,  a  company 
of  the  Train  of  Artillery  took  poffeffion  of 
the  principal  fort  in  Rofeau,  niarching  in, 
while  the  French  troops  marched  out ;  and 
proceeded  to  the  water-fide,  where  their 
boats  being  ready,  they  immediately  embarked, 
amidil:  the  hilTes  and  curfes  of  the  Englifh  in- 
habitants, whom  they  had  heretofore  fo  cruelly 
treated. 

As  foon  as  the  Britifli  troops  were  in  pof- 
feffion of  the  fort,  they  holfled  the  ftandard 
of  England  on  the  flag-ftafF,  which  being  a 
fight  few  of  the  inhabitants  had  fccn  before, 
and  being  elated  with  joy  on  the  occafion,  they 
were  fo  eager  to  lend  their  affiftance  to  hoift  it, 
that  they  were  nearly  pulling  the  halliards, 
by  which  it  was  raifed,  to  pieces,  and  break- 
ing down  the  flag-ftafF  by  the  force  of  their 
numbers.  The  fight  of  the  Britifli  ftandard 
was  alfo  a  matter  of  great  admiration  to  the 
French,  who,  it  is  probable,  had  never  ftca 

one 
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one  before ;  and  they  feemed  to  view  it  with 
no  fatisfaftion,  as  they  palled  by  it  in.  their 
boats,  probably,  on  comparing  the  beauties 
of  it  with  the  fading  pale  colour  of  their 
own. 

Soon  after  the  French  were  embarked,  the 
new  Englifh  Governor,  John  Orde,  Efq. 
landed  from  a  frigate  in  the  bay,  under  a  dif- 
charge  of  cannon  from  that  veffel;  which 
falute  was  returned  by  the  fort  on  his  landing. 
When  efcorted  by  the  whole  of  the  Englifh 
inhabitants,  amidft  the  fhouts  of  ^'  Long  live 
*^  King  George,'*  he  v/as  conduced. to  the 
Court-houfe  in  Rofeau  ;  and  after  having  had 
his  commiffion  proclaimed,  and  taking  the 
ufual  oaths  on  the  occafion,  he  retired  to 
partake  of  the  general  joy,  and  of  a  very  gen- 
teel entertainment  prepared  for  him  by  the 
colony, 

CHAP« 
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CHAPTER    IX. 


CONTAINS  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DIVISION  OF  THE 
ISLAND  INTO  PARISHES  AN'D  TOWNS,  WITH  A  DE- 
SCRIPTION OF  ITS  CAPITAL,  TI-IE  PRINCIPAL  BUILD- 
INGS,  FORTIFICATIONS,  AND  HARBOUR  ;  TOGE- 
THER WITH  OBSERVATIONS  ON  PRINCE  RUPERt's 
BAY,  AND  THE  GRAND  SAVANNAH  IN  THAT 
ISLAND. 

DOMINICA  is  divided  into  ten  pariflies, 
viz.  Saint  Mark's,  Saint  Luke's,  Saint  Paul's, 
Saint  Peter's,  Saint  John's,  Saint  George's,  Saint 
Andrew's,  Saint  David's,  Saint  Patrick's,  and 
Saint  Jofeph's.  In  each  of  thefe  parishes  a  Ipot 
of  land  is  marked  out  for  building  a  town  on, 
which  was  appropriated  to  that  purpofe  by  the 
Commiflioners  on  the  firfl  ceffion  of  the  coun- 
try to  England  ;  but  few  of  them  have  more 
than  two  or  three  fmall  mean  hcufes  on  them, 
and  therefore  do  not  deferve  further  notice. 

The 
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The  town  of  Rofeau  is  at  prefent  the  ca- 
pital of  the  illand,  and  is  fituated  in  the  parifb 
of  Saint  George,  being  about, feven  leagues 
from  Prince  Rupert's  Bay.  It  is  on  a  point 
of  land  on  the  S.  W.  fide  of  the  illand,  which 
point  of  land  forms  two  bays,  viz.  Wood- 
bridge's  Bay  to  the  north,  and  Charlotte- ville 
Bay  to  the  foutliward. 

Rofeau  is  about  half  a  mile  in  length,  from 
Charlotte-ville  to  Rofeau  river,  and  two  fur- 
longs in  breadth,  but  lefs  in  fome  parts,  being 
of  a  very  irregular  figure.  It  contains  not 
more  than  five  hundred  houfes,  exclufive  of  a 
number  of  fmall  wooden  buildings,  occupied 
by  negros,  which  give  it  rather  an  unpleafing 
appearance  from  the  fea. 

The  ftreets  of  this  town  are  alfo  very  irre- 
gular,   not  one  of  them  being  in  a  ftraight 
line ;  but  the  whole  of  them  form  very  acute 
angles,    which   face   nearly   the   entrance   of 
1  each 
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each  other,  and  appear  very  incommodious 
and  unfighdy.  They  are,  however,  moftly 
well  paved,  are  in  general  from  forty  to  fifty 
feet  w^ide,  and  the  town  is  very  pleafantly 
fituated. 

Previous  to  the  capture  of  the  iiland  by  the 
French,  this  tov^^n  contained  upv/ards  of  one 
thoufand  good  houfesj  but  the  fire  which 
happened  there,  as  before-mentioned,  con- 
fumed  the  major  part  of  them ;  and  the  ruins 
flill  remain,  as  a  memorial  of  that  unfor- 
tunate event. 

The  public  buildings  in  Rofeau  are,  the 
Government-houfe,  Court-houfe,  Secretary's, 
Regilier's,  and  Provoil  Marfhars  offices, 
the  church,  market-houfe,  and  gaol • 

The  Government-houfe  is  fituated  in  Char- 
lotte-ville,  which  joins  to  Rofeau,  or  is  rather 

the 
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the  upper  part  of  it,  being  included  in  'the  map 
of  that  town.  It  is  a  large  building  of  v/ood> 
built  after  the  French  manner  in  the  V/efl: 
Indies,  two  ftories  highj  with  galleries  all 
round,  and  joiced.  It  ftands  in  the  middle 
of  a  large  lot  of  ground,  (urrounded  with  a 
low  ftone  wall,  has  a  very  fine  garden  at  the 
back  of  it,  and  in  front  a  long  gravelly  walk, 
very  prettily  ornamented  on  each  fide  with 
cocoa-nut  and  other  trees,  which  gives  it  a 
very  rural  appearance  from  the  fea-fide. 

The  Court'houfe  is  a  neat  wooden  building, 
on  the  next  lot  of  land  to  the  Governm.ent- 
hcufe  to  the  fouthward.  This  building  is 
two  ftories  high,  has  a  neat  portico  on  pillars 
in  front,  aiid  large  open  gallery  backv/ards, 
the  windows  of  it  joiced.  In  the  upper  apart- 
ments are  a  large  council-chamber,  rooms  for 
the  juries,  and  a  gallery  for  the  fpediators,  or 
others  having  bufinefs  at  the  courts.  In  the 
lower  apartments  are  raifed  feats  for  the  judges, 

a  place 
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a  place  enclofed  for  the  lawyers  and  officers 
of  the  courts,  jury  boxes,  and  a  bar  for  the 
prifoners.  In  this  building  all  caufes,  civil 
and  criminal,  are  tried ;  and  all  public  buii- 
nefs  of  the  colony  is  there  tranfeded  by  the 
Governor,  Council,  and  Affembly  of  the 
ifland. 

The  public  Secretary's,  Regifter's,  and  Pro- 
voil  Marfhal's  offices,  are  tw^o  lov^  ftone  build- 
ings  in  the  yard  of  the  Court-houfe,  and  are 
covered  with  tiles.  Thefe  buildings  are  in  no 
other  refpedl  remarkable,  than  being  very  badly 
contrived,  and  no  ways  adapted  to  the  purpofes 
for  which  they  were  intended ;  the  tiles  being 
frequently  blown  off  in  the  hurricane  feafons, 
renders  them  damp,  and  an  improper  place  for 
keeping  public  records. 

The  church  is  a  large  lofty  building  of 
wood,  but  it  is  at  prefent  much  out  of  re- 
pair.    It  has  a  neat  pulpit,  reading  de&,   and 

a  few- 
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a  few  pews;  but  neither  altar-piece,  hangings, 
baptifmal  font,  belfry,  nor  bell.  This,  the 
only  Proteftant  church  in  the  ifland,  is  built 
on  a  large  lot  of  ground^  has  a  good  church- 
yard of  very  deep  and  excellent  black  mould  1 
but  the  yard  is  not  enclofed.  Adjoining  to  it 
is  a  fine  lot  of  land,  which  was  laid  out  in 
the  plan  of  the  town,  and  referved  by  the 
Commiffioners,  for  the  purpofe  of  building 
thereon  a  public  fchool ;  but  it  is  at  prefent 
appropriated  to  a  quite  different  ufe. 

The  market-houfe  has  been  eredled  fince 
the  reftoration  of  the  ifland  to  the  Englifh, 
and  is  of  wood,  built  on  pillars  of  ftone,  be- 
tween which  are  apartments  for  the  butchers 
and  fifhermen,  and  the  public  flocks  for 
confinement  of  diforderly  white  people  and 
jiegros;  and  the  middle  paffage  is  for  the 
loaded  fiih  canoes,  that  they  may  be  drawn 
up  out  of  the  heat  of  the  fun  while  the  fiih 
is  felling.     The  upper  part  of  this  building 

is 
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J3  divided  into  two  apartments,  one  for  the 
Clerk  of  the  market,  and  the  other  for  the 
life  of  the  Town  Wardens  of  Rofeau,  who 
hold  their  meetings  there  when  they  tranfadt 
the  public  bulinefs.  It  is  alfo  ufed  as  a  guard- 
room for  the  militia,  during  the  three  days 
and  nights  of  Chriftmas  holidays  ( a  ufelefs 
piece  of  ceremony,, only  putting  people  to  un- 
neceffary  trouble  and  expence)  and  in  times  of 
a(flual  need,  as  fire,  or  any  danger  which 
threatens  that  town. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  take  fome 
notice  of  the  market-place,  and  market  of 
Rofeau.  The  former  is  a  large  open  fquarc^ 
nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  on  the  bay ; 
it  is  paved,  and  well  adapted  to  the  purpoie 
for  which  it  was  defigned ;  but  the  market  is 
very  poorly  fupplied  in  general  with  butchers 
meat.  This  is  partly  owing  to  the  fcarcity  of 
horned  cattle,  few  being  killed,  unlefs  they 
are   brought  from   North   America,    which, 

N  however^ 
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however,  has,  of  late  years,  been  feldom  the  cafe, 
on  account  of  the  difficulties  to  which  American 
veffels  are  fubjed  in  their  trading  with  this 
ifland,  feveral  of  them  having  been  repeatedly 
refufed  admittance  into  the  port  with  only 
that  loading. 

This  has  often  greatly  diftrefled  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Dominica,  who  having  few  cattle  of 
their  own,  and  thefe  few  being  neceffary  for  the 
fervice  of  their  plantations,  it  would  have  been 
highly  imprudent  to  have  ufed  them  for  the 
purpofe  of  fupplying  the  market ;  as  it  would 
have  impoverifhed  their  eftates  of  thofe  ufeful 
animals,  without  the  leafl  probability  of  getting 
them  replaced  by  purchaling  others :  for  the 
Americans,  from  having  been  fo  often  refufed 
admittance  to  difpofe  of  their  cargos  of  cattle, 
took  fo  great  a  difguft  againfl  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country,  that  even  when  they  have 
had  permiffion  to  trade  thither,  they  have 
adually  refufed. 

Nor 
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Nor  is  the  market  of  Rofeau,  in  general, 
well  fupplied  with  poultry,  owing  to  the 
very  blameable  negledl  of  the  generality  of 
the  planters,  in  not  raifing  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  feathered  ftock  on  their  eftates,  of 
which  they  are  fo  very  capable.  It  is,  how- 
ever, well  fupplied  with  excellent  fifh  of  mofl: 
kinds  peculiar  to  the  Weft  Indies ;  vegetables 
and  fruit  of  almoft  every  defcription  are  to  be 
had  there,  in  great  abundance,  much  cheaper 
and  better  than  in  moft  of  the  other  iflands. 

Sunday  is  the  chief  market  day  there,  as 
it  is  in  all  the  Weft  Indies  5  on  this  day 
the  market  is  like  a  large  fair,  the  negros 
from  the  plantations,  within  eight  miles  of 
Rofeau,  come  thither  in  great  numbers,  each 
one  bringing  fomething  or  other  to  difpofe 
of  for  himfelf,  often  to  the  amount  of 
three  or  four  dollars ;  and  many  of  them,  who 
bring  kids,  pigs,  or  fowls,  feldom  return 
N  2  home 
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home  without  fifty  or  fixty  fhiUings,  the  pro- 
duce  of  their  articles. 


The  price  of  butchers  meat  is  there  very 
high,  being  as  follows,  viz. 


s. 

^. 

Beef 

I 

I  i     per  pound. 

Mutton 

I 

6       per  ditto. 

Veal 

2 

3       per  ditto. 

Goats  flefh 

I 

I  f     per  ditto. 

Pork 

O 

I  of     per  ditto. 

There  is  no  eftabliilied  price  there  for  poul- 
try, which,  though  fometimes  tolerably  plenty, 
efpecially  on  the  plantations  of  the  French 
inhabitants,  who  chiefly  fend  that  article  to 
market,  is  ftill  exceffive  dear.  A  full-grown 
turky  will  cofl  from  i6s.  6d.  to  24s.  9d.  and 
often  30s.  a  goofe  at  the  fame  rate ;  a  duck 
from  6s.  to  9s.  and  a  dunghill  fowl  at  the 
fame  extravagant  price. 

The 
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The  wild  game  of  the  woods,  as  pigeons, 
doves,  and  partridges,  which,  though  at  times, 
in  the  feafons  for  kilHng  them,  are  very 
plentiful,  yet  bear  a  moft  extravagant  price; 
a  wild  pigeon  will  coft  3s.  a  dove  or  par- 
tridge IS.  6d.  and  other  fmall  birds  of  the 
country  are  at  a  very  high  rate.  This  is  entirely 
owing  to  the  want  of  laws  for  regulating  the 
prices  of  thofe  necelTary  articles  in  the  ifland ; 
as  thofe  who  make  a  trade  of  them  have  the 
liberty  of  fixing  what  price  they  pleafe ;  there- 
by being  guilty  of  great  extortion,  to  the  fen- 
fible  inconvenience  of  the  inhabitants. 

Eggs  and  milk  are  tolerably  reafonable,  and 
the  latter  is  in  general  very  good ;  but  thofe 
who  chiefly  fupply  the  market  with  it,  adul- 
terate it. 

Notwithftanding  fifh  of  all  forts  are  caught 

ifl  great  plenty  in  all  the  bays  of  the  ifland, 

N  3  .yet 
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yet  that  article  bears  a  much  higher  price  in 
Dominica,  than  in  moll  other  Englifh  fettle^ 
ments.  This  is  alfo  owing  to  the  want  of 
proper  regulations  in  the  fifli  market  -,  for 
though  there  is  an  ad:  for  obliging  every  fiflier- 
man,  who  catches  fifh  within  a  certain  diftance 
from  Rofeau,  to  bring  it  there  for  fale,  yet  the 
major  part  of  the  inhabitants,  who  are  Roman 
Catholics,  faft  the  greateft  part  of  the  week  upon 
fifh ;  and  the  fifhermen,  being  all  of  the  fame  re- 
ligion, they  contrive  to  evade  this  adl,  by  fend- 
ing the  beft  part  of  their  fifh  to  their  friends, 
and  bring  only  what  they  cannot  otherways 
difpofe  of  to  the  market.  By  this  means  that 
article  is  often  fcarce,  as  well  as  dear ;  and  on 
particular  fafl  days,  in  Lent  efpecially,  the 
Englifh  inhabitants  are  frequently  obliged  to 
fafl  without  fifli. 

It  has  often  been  wondered  at,  that  in  Do- 
minica there  are  no  Englilli  fifliermen ;  and 
that  a  bulinefs,  which  is  known  to  be  fo  very 

advan- 
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advantageous,  fhould  be  entirely  carried  on 
only  by  the  French  inhabitants.  This  ne- 
gledt  of  the  Englifh  is  the  more  remarkable, 
from  the  great  inconveniences  they  labour  un- 
der, from  not  having  a  fifliery  of  their  own  ; 
but  though  a  thing  of  the  kind  was  attempted 
by  Mr.  Beves,  a  refpedlable  Englifh  inhabitant, 
in  the  time  of  the  French  government  of  the 
ifland,  it  failed,  through  the  malice  of  fome  of 
the  French  inhabitants  ^  and  that  no  other  Eng- 
Jiihman,  fince  the  return  of  the  country  to  its 
former  government,  has  thought  it  worth 
while  to  repeat  the  trial,  is  a  matter  of  much 
furprize. 

The  prefent  price  of  fifli  in  the  market  of 

Rofeau  is  as  follows,  viz. 

J.    d* 
River  fiih         .  i     6     per  pound. 

Sea  ditto,  caught  with  hook  1  ,. 

i  I     o     Dcr  ditto. 

and  line  J 


o     per 


Seine  and  pot  fiih       —       o    4J  per  ditto. 

Turtle  — —  I     6     per  ditto. 

N  ^  This 
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This  is  certainly  a  very  high  price  for  that 
commodity ;  a  pound  of  river  fifh,  at  is.  6d. 
current  money,  is  lod.  fterHng  per  pound,  at 
eighty  per  cent,  theprefent  rate  pf  exchange  of 
money  in  that  ifland ;  and  hook  and  Hnc  fifh, 
at  IS.  is  6d.  fterhng  and  a  fradlion  per  pound,  at 
the  fame  rate  of  exchange,  a  price  which  greatly 
exceeds  that  of  the  fame  commodity  in  Eng- 
land, where  it  is  not  to  be  had  in  fuch  great 
plenty  as  in  Dominica,  and  by  no  means  in 
fo  great  perfedion,  efpecially  in  the  city  of 
London. 

The  public  goal  in  Rofeau  has  been  eredted 
fince  the  reftoration  of  the  ifland  to  Great 
Britain,  but  it  is  not  yet  quite  finifhed.  It  is 
of  fine  ftone,  erected  in  a  very  healthy  fitua- 
tion,  on  a  large  lot  of  land,  and  the  building 
on  a  large  fcale,  is  commodi,ous,  and  well 
adapted  to  the  defign. 

The 
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The  expences  of  purchafing  the  land,  and 
building  a  part  of  this  gaol,  were  defrayed  out 
of  the  money  humanely  contributed  by  feveral 
worthy  perfons  in  England,  for  the  relief  of  the 
unfortunate  fufFerers  by  the  fire  in  Rofeau,  in 
the  year  1781,  before  noticed;  but  which 
money,  after  it  was  fent  out  to  Dominica, 
could  not  be  diftributed  to  the  perfons  for 
whom  it  was  intended,  owing  to  the  deaths 
of  fome,  and  the  removal  of  others  from  the 
ifland  foon  after  that  heavy  calamity;  the 
reft  confented  with  the  Governor,  Council, 
and  AlTembly,  to  its  being  appropriated  in 
that  manner. 

This  building  will  be  a  lafting  monument 
of  the  generous  and  praife-worthy  endea- 
vours of  Englifhmen,  to  alleviate  the  diftrefles 
of  their  fellow-fubje6ls,  in  a  country  fo  far 
diftant  from  themfelves. 

The 
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The  road  of  Rofeau,  for  it  cannot  properly 
be  called  an  harbour,  it  being  rather  an  open* 
bay,  is  very  capacious ;  and  from  Woodridge's 
bay,  which  joins  it  to  the  northward,  to  the 
bay  of  Charlotte-ville,  contained  the  French 
and  Spanifh  fleets,  confiftin,g  of  upwards  of 
four  hundred  fail  of  men  of  war  and  tranfport 
fhips,  which  lay  at  anchor  for  feveral  days  pre- 
vious to  their  failing  on  their  intended  attack  of 
Jamaica  laft  war;^  in  1782.  This  road  is  often 
dangerous  in  the  hurricane  months,  and  has 
frequently  proved  fatal  to  veffels,  whofe  Com-^ 
jnanders  were  fo  imprudent  as  to  keep  theca 
there  at  anchor,  from  the  end  of  Auguft  to, 
Odloberi  during  which  time,  almoft  every 
year,  the  fea  very  often  tumbles  into  t-his 
road  from  the  fouthward  in  a  very  frightful 
manner. 

A  very  dreadful  circumflance  of  this  kind 
happened  the  laft  day  of  September,  1780  ; 
at  which  time  the  fea  arofe  to  the  amazing 

height 
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height  of  twenty-one  feet  perpendicular  above 
its  ufual  furface,  and  its  billows  broke  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  yards  from  the  common 
fhore.  It  deftroyed  feveral  houfes  in  front  of 
the  beach,  drove  feveral  fmall  veiTeJs  from  their 
anchors,  and  carried  them  up  into  the  town ; 
other  veiTels  foundered,  or  were  daflied  to  pieces 
in  the  night-time ;  the  dead  bodies  of  the 
crews,  with  the  pieces  of  the  veffels,  were 
driven  on  fhore,  and  the  morning  of  next 
day  exhibited  the  mofl  fhocking  fpedtacle  of 
its  unbounded  fury. 

The  fortifications  of  Rpfeau  are.  Young's 
Fort,  Melville's  Battery,  Bruce's  Hill  Batteries, 
and  Fort  DemouUin. 

Young's  Fort  is  juft  oppofite  the  Govern- 
^  ment-houfe,  from  the  front  wall  of  vvhich  it 
is  feparated  only  by  the  highway.     It  is  well 
mounted  with  cannon,  has  a  powder  maga- 
zine, an  arfenal  for  fmall  arms,  and  commo- 
dious 
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dious  barracks  for  the  officers  and  foldiers^. 
but  owing  to  its  bad  conftrudion,  only  two 
or  three  of  the  cannon  in  it  will  bear  on  any 
particular  objecft;  and  it  is,  befides,  entirely 
under  command  of  all  the  other  batteries  of 
the  town  on  the  hills  above  it. 

Melvi!le*s  Battery,  as  before  obferved,  was 
the  principal  place  from  whence  the  moft  ma- 
terial fervice  was  done,  in  preventing  the 
French  from  entering  Rofeau  on  the  yth  of 
September,  1778,  This  battery  has  fome 
very  heavy  cannon  on  it,  but  the  works  of  it 
are  all  gone  to  decay,  and  it  Is  at  prefent 
wholly  neglected. 

Bruce's  Hill,  which  is  juft  above  Rofeau, 
has  feveral  fine  batteries,  with  one  for  mortars,, 
commodious  barracks,  and  feveral  block- 
houfes.  It  had  a  fine  ftone  jciflern  in  the 
time  of  the  French,  but  which,  being  built 
by  them,  they  thought  proper  to  deftroy  and 
I  blew 
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blew  it  up,  a  few  days  before  they  eva- 
cuated the  ifland,  thereby  rendering  it  ufe- 
lefs.  However,  the  aquedud,  by  which  it 
was  fupplied  with  water,  has  been  fince  dif- 
covered,  and  is  of  great  ufe  to  that  forti- 
fication, which  is,  upon  the  whole,  well  cal- 
culated for  the  defence  of  the  town,  when  at- 
tacked only  from  the  fea  ;  but  being  under  the 
command  of  other  heights  above  it,  it  would 
foon  be  rendered  untenable,  was  it  to  be  at- 
tacked on  the  land-fide,  as  was  the  cafe  the 
laft  waro 

DemouUen's  Hill  fort  is  alfo  well  mounted 
with  cannon,  and  is  otherways  well  provided 
for  the  defence  of  the  town  ;  but  it  is  fubjecft 
to  the  fame  inconveniences  as  the  other  fortifi- 
cations>  being  under  the  command  of  the 
heights  above  it. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  fortifications  in  Domi- 
nica  at   prefent,    except   that  at   Cafhacrou, 

which 
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which  IS  rather  a  fignal  poft ;  the  other  bat-* 
teries  on  the  fea-coafts,  at  a  diflance  from 
Rofeau,  being  of  fmall  importance  for  the 
defence  of  the  ifland,  fave  only  the  works  now 
railing  at  Prince  Rupert's  Bay. 

This  laft  IS  in  the  parifh  of  Saint  John,  Dn 
the  north- weft  part  of  the  ifland,  diftant  about 
feven  leagues  from  the  town  of  Rofeau.    The 
bay  is  three  miles  acrofs,  and  one  and  a  half 
deep^  that  is  to  fay,  from  the  extremity  of 
each  point,  to  the  fhore  of  the  land  laid  oqt 
for  a  town.     In  this  bay  the  whole  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  navy  may  fafely  ride  at  anchor  all  feafons 
of  the  year,  and  be  well  fupplled  with  necef- 
faries  not  be  found  at  Englifh  harbours  in  An- 
tigua, or  any  other  part  of  the  Engliih  Weft 
Indies,  the  rendezvous  of  the  Britifh  fleet.    It 
is  furrounded  by  two  high  mountains,  called 
the  Cabrittes ;  the  inner  of  which  is  about 
five  hundred,  and  the  outer  fix  hundred  feet 
perpendicular;  both  of  them  are  out  of  the 
reach  of  other  heights. 

At 
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At  the  bottom  of  thefe  mountains,  between 
the  inner  one  and  the  main  land,  is  a  large 
piece  of  fwampy  ground,  upwards  of  one 
hundred  acres  in  extent;  which,  if  well 
drained,  would  pafture  many  cattle,  fheep, 
and  other  ftock,  for  the  ufe  of  the  garrifon ; 
and  the  ftock,  feeding  under  the  muzzles  of 
the  guns,  would  be  fecure  from  being  pillaged, 
or  deftroyed  by  the  enemy. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Andrew 
Frafer,  his  Majefty's  chief  Engineer  for  that 
ifland,  the  Legiflature  of  Dominica,  wiihing 
to  teftify  their  readinefs  to  co-operate  with 
government,  in  the  important  work  of  forti- 
fying Prince  Rupert's  Bay,  well  knowing  that 
it  would  be  the  only  effedual  means  of  pre- 
fctving  the  fovereignty  of  the  country  to  Great 
Britain,  they  paffed  an  aft,  granting  to  his 
Majefty  the  labour  of  one  hundred  negros, 
for  three  years.,  to  be  paid  for  by  the  colony. 

The  work  was  accordingly  began,  by  cut- 
ti-ng  down  the  trees  on  the  Cabrittes,  tracing 

roads 
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roads  to  the  tops  of  them,  and  draining  thi 
fwamps ;  from  which,  in  a  few  months,  fif- 
teen inches  of  water  was  carried  off,  and  it 
was  found  that  they  could  be  effectually 
drained;  whereby  the  healthinefs  of  fort  Shirley; 
which  lays  between  the  two  Cabrittes,  was 
eflabliflied.  But  on  the  rumour  of  a  frefli 
war,  expeded  between  England  and  France  in 
1787,  the  negros  fo  granted  by  the  colony 
were  withdrawn  from  Prince  Rupert's  Bay  by 
Governor  Orde,  who  employed  them  on  the 
fortifications  of  Rofeau,  particularly  on  De- 
mouUen's  Hill,  the  works  of  which  were  then 
firft  began.  However,  the  fortifying  the  Ca- 
brittes has  fince  been  re-commenced;  and 
when  completed,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
they  will  be  nearly  as  formidable  as  the  rock 
of  Gibraltar, 

At  the  diftance  of  about  twelve  miles  from 
Rofeau,  and  nine  miles  from  Prince  Rupert's 
Bay^  is  the  grand  Savanna,  which  alfo  might 

be 
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be  well  fortified,  and  rendered  of  great  fervicc, 
for  the  defence  of  the  ifland.  The  Savanna 
is  a  fine  extenfive  plain,  upwards  of  a  mile  in 
extent ;  is  on  a  tolerable  height  above  the  fea- 
fliore,  and  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  moun- 
tains above  it. 

The  occupying  this  place  by  the  Englifli, 
was  ftrongly  recommended  to  the  then  Eng- 
lifh  Miniftry  by  General  Robert  Melville,  on 
the  commencement  of  the  laft  war  with  France; 
when,  had  it  been  adopted,  there  is  every 
reafon  to  believe,  that  Dominica  would  never 
have  been  attempted  by  the  French;  and  it 
is  probable,  the  redudlion  of  all  our  other 
fettlertients,  in  that  part  of  the  world,  would, 
by  this  means,  have  been  prevented. 

In  the  Savanna  are  large  quarries  of  excel- 
lent free-ftone,  fit  for  every  purpofe  of  build- 
ing.    Of  thefe,  great  quantities  were  fent  by 

O  the 
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the  French,  while  the  ifland  was  in  their 
poffeffion,  to  their  other  fettlements ;  to  that 
of  Guadeloup  in  particular,  where  fome  of 
their  churches,  and  other  capital  ftru(ftureS| 
are  wholly  built  of  thofe  ftones, 


CHAP. 


ISLAND    OF    DOMINICA.  I95 


CHAPTER    X. 

.■  ■■    I  — — — i— — 

THE  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT,  OFFICERS,  COURTS,  AND 
OTHER  SUBJECTS  RELATIVE  TO  THEM  ;  ALSO  A 
DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  MILITIA  OF  THAT  ISLAND. 

O  N  the  ceffion  of  Dominica  to  Great 
Britain  in  1763,  the  government  of  the  ifland 
was  included  in  that  of  Grenada  and  the  Gre- 
nadines, Saint  Vincents,  and  Tobago,  under 
General  Robert  Melville^  but  afterwards  it 
was  made  a  feparate  government  under  Sir 
William  Young,  in  which  independent  ftate 
it  remained  till  1778,  when  the  ifland  was  re- 
duced by  the  French,  Whilft  they  polTefTed 
the  country,, the  government  of  it  was  the 
fame  as  that  of  the  other  French  windward 
iflands ;  but  after  it  was  reflored  to  England, 
it  returned  to  its  former  independent  govern- 
ment, and  in  that  ftate  it  is  at  prefent« 

O  2  ThQ 
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The  prefent  eftablifliment  confifls  of  a  Go« 
vcrnor  and  Commander  in  Chief,  Lieutenant- 
governor,  Council,  Aflembly,  Magiftrates, 
and  Civil  Officers. 

The  Chief  Governor  is  the  reprefentative  of 
the  King,  General  of  the  forces.  Vice  Ad- 
miral, Chancellor,  and  Ordinary  of  the  ifland. 
He  grants  all  the  militia  commiffions,  and 
commiffions  for  fitting  out  privateers ;  gives 
grants  of  land,  renev^^s  the  leafes  of  the  French 
inhabitants,  or  other  leafeholders  of  the  King ; 
and  alfo  gives  grants  of  poor  fettlers  lots. 
He  grants  licences  of  marriage,  licences  to 
fchool-mafters,  and  licences  to  tavern-keepers, 
or  to  fell  fpirituous  liquors,  to  keep  gam- 
ing tables,  &c.  &c.  independent  of  the  other 
parts  of  Legiilature.  His  falary  is  two  thou- 
fand  pounds  current  money,  which  is  paid 
him  by  the  colony,  excluiive  of  what  he  re- 
ceives from  the  Crown  3  and  alfo  exclufive  6f 
his  fees  ©f  office,  which  are  very  confiderable. 

The 
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The  li^jUenant-governor  is  'allowed  no  fa- 
lary  by  the  colonj^r^iHJt  Huring  the  abfence  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  when  he  takes  the 
fupreme  command,  but  receives  only  a  moiety 
of  the  falary  allowed  by  the  colony  to  the 
former.  In  cafe  of  his  death,  or  abfence  during 
that  period,  the  chief  command  devolves  to 
the  fenior  Member  of  the  Council,  who  then 
becomes  Governor  in  Chief  pro  tempore,  and 
enjoys  the  like  falary  as  the  Lieutenant-go- 
vernor, during  the  time  he  afts  in  that 
capacity. 

The  Council  confifts  of  twelve  Mnnbers, 
who  are  appointed  by  his  JVIajefty's  Writ  of 
Privy  Seal.  Of  thefe  the  Commander  in 
Chief  has  the  privilege  to  chufe  {even,  to  be 
of  his  Privy-council ;  but  the  office  of  the 
whole  is  to  affift  him  in  the  government,  and 
to  concur  with  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  in 
making  and  paffing  the  laws,  ftatutes,  and  or- 
dinances of  the  colony. 

O  3  The 
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The  Houfe  of  Aflembly  of  Dominica  con-. 
lifts  of  nineteen  Members,  who  are  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  of  the  ifland,  and  are 
chofen  by  votes  of  the  freeholders  in  each 
parilli,  in  confequence  of  a  writ  iffued  for 
that  purpofe  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  to 
the  Provoft  Marihal  of  the  place.  Their  office 
is,  to  prepare  all  public  ads  of  the  colony, 
which  adls  cannot  be  palTed  without  their  con- 
currence ;  to  maintain  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  their  conftituents,  and  to  promote  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  people  of  the  country,  as  well 
as  the  interefts  of  the  Crown. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Aflembly's  place  is  of 
great  truft  and  refpedtability.  Nine  of  the 
Members  form  a  Houfe,  where  they  are  at- 
tended by  a  Serjeant  at  Arms  with  the  mace, 
who  acSs  as  Meffenger,  and  who,  with  the  Clerk 
of  the  Afiembly,  is  paid  a  yearly  falary  by  the 
colony. 

The 
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The  principal  civil  officers  are,  the  Chief 
Juftice,  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty, 
King's  Attorney-general,  King's  Solicitor-ge- 
neral, public  Secretary,  Regifter,  and  Provofl 
Marfhal, 

The  Chief  Juftice  of  Dominica  Is  appointed 
by  the  Crown,  and  is  a  poft  of  great  honour 
and  truft.  His  courts  are.  Common  Pleas, 
King's  Bench,  or  Grand  Seffions  of  the  Peace  ; 
at  both  of  which  he  prefides  as  Chief  Judge* 
He  is  alfo  a  Member  of  the  Council,  and  an 
Affiftant  Juftice  of  other  Courts  ^  his  falary  is 
fix  hundred  pounds  fterling  per  annum,  and 
his  fees  of  office  are  very  confiderable. 

The  Judge  ^of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  for 
Dominica  is  alfo  appointed  by  the  Crown,  but 
has  no  falary  allowed  him,  his  emoluments 
arifing  only  from  the  condemnation  of  veiTels 
captured  from  the  enemy,  or  fuch  as  are  feized 
by  the  Cuftom-houfe  for  carrying  on  a  clan- 
O  4  deftine 
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deftine  trade.  He  is  alfo  a  Member  of  the 
Council,  and  Affiftant  Juftice  of  the  other 
Courts. 

The  King's  Attorney-general,  and  the  Soli- 
citor-general, are  both  appointed  by  the  Crown, 
and  have  each  a  falary  allowed  them.  The 
public  Secretary  and  Regifter,  and  the  Provofl 
Marfhal  enjoy  their  offices  by  patent ;  the  latter 
ad:s  as  Uiher  of  the  Black  Rod,  and  Meffenger 
of  the  Council,  the  public  Secretary  as  Clerk 
to  that  Board ;  they  have  a  yearly  falary  al- 
lowed them  by  the  colony. 

There  are,  bcfides.  Justices  of  the  Quorum, 
who  are  all  Members  of  the  Council,  Juflices 
of  the  Peace,  Coroner,  Way- wardens.  Town- 
wardens,  and  Conftables  in  every  parifh  of  the 
ifland.  The  fir  ft  three  defcription  of  civil 
officers  are  appointed  by  commiffions,  under 
the  Seal  at  Arms  of  the  Governor  in  Chief; 

the 
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the  others  are  chofen  in  turn,  every  year,  at 
the  Court  of  Grand  Seffions  of  the  Peace. 

The  Courts  of  Dominica  are.  Court  of 
Chancery,  Ordinary,  Vice  Admiralty,  King's 
Bench,  Common  Pleas,  and  Courts  of  Special 
Seffions.  The  firft  five  are  the  fame  as  thofe 
courts  are  in  England,  only  that  there  may  be 
appeals  from  them  to  thofe  of  the  mother- 
country  ;  and  the  Courts  of  Special  Seffions 
are  chiefly  to  try  diforderly  whites,  or  negro« 
guilty  of  capital  crimes ;  and  for  fixing  the 
ftandard  of  bread,  meat,  fifh,  and  other  arti- 
cles of  the  markets.  At  thefe  courts  two  or 
more  Juftices  of  the  Peace  preiide,  but  one  of 
them  mull  be  of  the  Quorum. 

The  fees  of  office  in  Dominica,  as  well  a& 
in  all  the  Englifh  Weft  India  iflands,  are  very 
high  and  burdenfome  on  individuals,  efpecially 
in  fome  departments,  where  there  are  alfo 
other  juft  caufes  of  complaints  5  but  which 

it 
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it  is  not  my  intention  to  take  notice  of  parti^ 
cularly  at  prefent.  Thefe  exceffive  fees  are 
peculiar  to  the  BritilL  government  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  as  it  muft,  in  juftice  to  the  French, 
be  acknowledged,  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing 
among  them ;  and  that  during  the  time  they 
were  in  poffeffion  of  Dominica  laft  war,  nei- 
ther the  French  chief  Governor,  nor  the 
other  civil  officers,  received  any  fees  from  in- 
dividuals for  public  bufinefs  in  their  depart- 
ments. Every  thing  was  done  gratis;  and  when 
they  heard  of  a  contrary  pradtice  under  the 
Englifli  government,  they  expreifed  their  dif- 
approbation,  as  a  practice  not  allowed  by 
their  government. 

The  militia  of  Dominica  is  at  prefent  only 
compofed  of  foot,  and  includes  all  defcrip- 
tions  of  white  men,  and  free  people  of  colour, 
from  the  age  of  eighteen  to  fifty  years  old, 
who  are  able  to  bear  arms,  and  have  refided 
thirty  days  at  one  time  in  the  ifland. 

A  penalty 
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A  penalty  of  fix  pounds  twelve  fhiliings  is 
impofed  on  every  one,  who  negleds  or  refufes 
to  enlift  himfelf  within  the  time  limited; 
which  fine  is  doubled  every  field  day  after, 
until  adlual  appearance.  A  penalty  aifo  of 
fixteen  /hillings  and  fix-pence  is  laid  for  non- 
attendance  in  the  field  on  field  days,  after  be- 
ing inrolled ;  and  which  is  doubled  every  field 
day  after,  until  the  defaulter  makes  his  ap- 
pearance. 

The  field  days  were  formerly  the  laft  Sa- 
turday in  every  month,  but  have  been  lately 
altered  to  the  firfl:  Monday  in  each  month; 
and  fometimes,  in  cafes  of  threatening  danger, 
the  militia  meet  every  week,  or  oftener,  at  the 
difcretion  of  the  Legiflature*  The  uniform  of 
the  militia  infantry  is,  fcarlet  coats,  with  facings 
and  cuffs  of  black  velvet ;  that  of  the  artillery, 
blue  turned  up  with  fcarlet/  Thefe  every  per- 
fon  is   obliged   to  furnifli  himfelf  wdth ;  but 

the 
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the  arms,  accoutrements,  powder,  flint,  &c. 
are  fupplied  by  Government. 

None  are  exempt  from  ferving  in  the  mi- 
litia, except  the  Members  of  the  Council,  and 
the  pubHc  Officers  ;  but  thofe  who  have  borne 
commiflions  in  the  army,  or  in  the  mihtia,  in 
other  iflands,  are  not  hable  to  ferve  under  the 
rank  they  were  in  before,  unlefs  it  can  be 
proved  they  have  been  broke  for  misbehaviour 
or  cowardice. 

The  mihtia  of  Dominica,  previous  to  the 
redudtion  of  the  illand  by  the  French,  laft  war, 
were  little  inferior  in  difcipline  to  regular 
troops,  efpecially  that  part  of  them  which  was 
compofed  of  Englifh  fubjedts.  The  defence 
they  made  on  the  7th  day  of  September,  1778, 
fufficiently  convinced  the  Marquis  de  Bouille 
that  they  merited  that  character,  which  he  ac- 
tually gave  them  in  a  very  handfome  compli- 
ment that  day ;  but  he  at  the  fame  time  ex- 
I  prelTed 
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prefTed  his  aftonifliment,  on  feeing  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  their  numbers,  that  they  fhould  have 
behaved  fo  well,  as  to  prevent  him  from 
fubduing  the  ifland,  as  he  had  intended, 
without  permitting  it  the  benefit  of  a  Capi- 
tulation. 

The  militia  is,  at  prefent,  in  a  very  relpefl:- 
able  il-ate;  but  it  v/ould  be  much  more  {o, 
was  it  to  be  compofed  only  of  Englifli  fub- 
jefts;  for  the  French  and  other  foreigners, 
who  are  incorporated  therein,  from  not  un- 
derftanding  the  words  of  command  in  Englifh, 
or  from  a  natural  diflike  to  the  fervice,  pay  no 
great  attention  to  it ;  and  in  confcquence  very 
often  throw  the  w^hole  into  diforder. 

Here  it  may  not  be  thought  improper  to  ob- 
serve, how  very  difagreeable  this  fervice  is  to 
the  generality  of  the  foreigners,  who  are  inhabi- 
tants of  this  ifland  j  many  of  whom  have  re- 
peatedly offered  to  pay  a  certain  fum  annually 

to 
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to  be  wholly  exempt  from  a  duty  which  they 
cannot  be  induced  to  reli(h,  unlefs  under  their 
own  proper  government,     Befides,  the  impro- 
priety of  obliging  fuch  perfons  to  bear  arms 
for  the  defence  of  a  country,  where  they  look 
upon  themfelves  as  only  temporary  refidents, 
and  liable  to  be  feverely  puniihed,  fhould  it 
fall  into  the  hands  of  their  nation,  and  they 
were  to  be  found  bearing  the  arms  of  oppofi- 
tion.     And  moreover,  to  force  them  to  learn 
the  ufe  of  arms,  niight  be  attended  with  dan- 
gerous confequences  if  they  joined  with  the 
enemy  in  time  of  invafion,  or  withdrew  them- 
felves, as  they   did  before;  at  any  rate  they 
can  be  of  no  ufe  whatever  in  defence  of  the 
place. 

The  fubjefting  them,  therefore,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  a  certain  yearly  fum,  inftead  of  oblig- 
ing them  to  appear  in  the  field,  to  which  they 
are  fo  greatly  averfe,  would  be  tl>e  means  of  .a 

confiderablc 
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confiderable  faving  to  Government  for  arms, 
powder,  and  other  articles  i  and  fome  part  of  it 
might  be  applied  for  furnifhing  fuch  perfons  in 
the  militia  with  regimentals,  who  can  ill  afford 
it  themfelves.  This  would  be  the  means  of 
having  a  complete  militia  in  Dominica,  wholly 
compofed  of  Englifh  fubjedls,  on  whom  alone 
any  dependance  can  be  placed  for  its  defence, 
fhould  it  be  invaded,  and  be  fo  deftitute  of  re- 
gular troops,  as  when  it  v^as  taken  the  laft  war. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER    XI. 


PE5CRIPTI0N  OF  THE  WHITE  INHABITANTS,  FREE 
f»EOPLE  OF  COLOUR,  AND  NATIVE  INDIANS  OF  THE 
island;  THEIR  MANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS,  TOGE- 
THER WITH  OBSERVATIONS  THEREON, 

THE  white  inhabitants  of  Dominica  are 
compofed  of  Englifh,  French,  Spaniards,  Ita- 
lians, and  Genoefe,  who  are  natives  of  thofe 
countries  in  Europe,  or  their  iiTue,  born  in  the 
Weft  Indies  ;  which  latter  are  called  Creoles, 
to  diftinguifh  them  from  Europeans.  There 
are  alfo  fome  few  Americans,  \yhite  people, 
who  are  called  American  refugees,  and  who 
retired  thither  after  the  eftablifliment  of 
the  laft  peace,  and  independence  of  North 
America. 

The  Britifh  inhabitants  confift  of  Englifh, 
Scotch,  Irifli,  and  the  faid  American  refugees, 

who 
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who  altogether,  including  men,  women,  and 
children,  do  not  exceed  the  number  of  fix 
hundred,  exclufive  of  the  regular  troops  fta- 
tioned  there.  This  is  indeed  a  very  fmall 
number  of  Englifh  fubjeds  for  fo  very  large 
and  fine  an  ifland,  the  value  of  its  pofllefiion 
by  Great  Britain  being  thereby  confiderably 
lefltnedj  for  fo  few  inhabitants  are  totally  in- 
fufficient  to  render  it  of  that  importance,  which 
it  is  capable  of  being,  to  the  mother- country* 

The  cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  Enghih 
are  much  the  fame,  as  diftinguifh  the  dif- 
ferent defcriptions  of  the  fame  people  in  the 
feveral  parts  of  Great  Britain,  from  whence 
they  came ;  and  their  religious  perfuafions  are 
alfo  the  fame. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  in  the 
Englifh  Weft  India  iflands  in  general,  there 
prevails  a  great  averfion  to  forming  matrimo- 
nial  connections,    as   colonization  is   thereby 

P  much 
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much  impeded,  and  many  evils,  to  the  difad- 
vantage  of  the  Britifh  empire  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  are  thereby  greatly  promoted.  This 
averfion   is,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  views  of  the  generahty  of  Euro- 
peans, who  having  fubmitted  to  a  voluntary 
exile,  which  they  fuppofe  is  to  be  only  for  a  few 
years,  flatter  themfelves  they  fhall  foon  return 
wealthy  to  their  own  countries.     Buoyed  up 
with  thefe  notions,  they  look  upon  matrimony 
as  a  bar    to   their   exped:ations ;    and  in  the 
mean  time,  content  themfelves  with  the  com.- 
pany  of  a   mulatto  or  negro    midrefs,    who 
brings  them  a  fpurious  race  of  children,  the 
maintenance  of  whom,  together  with  the  ex- 
travagance of  their  fable  mothers,  foon  difii- 
pates  the  firft  favings  of  their  keeper's  hard- 
earned  wealth.     When,  as  often  is  the  cafe, 
worn  out  by  the  climate,  or  other  difafters, 
they  at  laft  fee  their  folly,  but  generally  too 
late  to.  prevent  its  confequences. 

But 
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But  were  fuch  adventurers  only  to  confider, 
how  few  who  go  to  the  Weft  Indies  live  to 
acquire  ajffluence,  or  ever  return  to  their  own 
countries  ;  together  with  the  fuperior  advan- 
tage to  be  derived  from  the  fociety  of  a  wife 
and  children  of  their  own  colour,  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  fo  many  would  not  decline  an 
eligible  fituation  for  profpeds  that  arc  io 
uncertain. 

That  which  renders  this  averfion  to  matri- 
mony the  more  remarkable  is,  that  the  gene- 
rality of  the  Englifh  white  women  in  the  Weft 
Indies  are  as  lovely  as  in  any  part  of  the  world 
befides,  make  as  goods  wives,  tender  mothers, 
and  as  agreeable  companions.  It  is  true,  they 
are  not  fo  remarkable  for  that  pleafing  florid 
complexion,  which  is  peculiar  to  the  fex  in 
England ;  but  they  have  in  common  as  clear 
white  fkins,  are  as  delicately  and  well  featured 
women  as  in  any  part  of  the  creation  ^  and 
they  are  remarkable  for  domeftic  qualifications, 
P  2  efpecially 
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efpeclally  for  being  fine^  neat  workers  at  the 
needle,  and  making  the  beft  nurfes,  as  well  as 
oeconomifts. 

In  proof  of  their  conjugal  fidelity,  fach 
a  thing  is  hardly  to  be  heard  of  as  a  Creole 
woman  undergoing  that  ignominious  trial  for 
Grim.  con.  fo  frequent  in  the  more  polite  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  where  alfo  it  is  too  common 
for  the  women  to  form  connections  with  negro 
men.  This  laft  is  a  thing  fo  very  odious  in 
the  opinion  of  Creole  white  women  in  general;, 
that  the  mofl  profligate  of  them  vvould  fliud- 
der  at  the  bare  idea  of  fubmitting  to  it  3  and 
there  is  hardly  to  be  produced  an  iniiance  of 
the  kind  in  the  Weft  Indies, , 

Withal,  fo  very  remarkable  are  the  Englifli 
Creole  women  for  fobriety  and  chaility,  that 
in  the  firft  inftance  very  few  of  them  drink 
any  thing  but  water,  or  beverage  of  lime  juice, 
water,    and  fyrup;    and  in   the  latter,    that 

there 
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there  are  few  of  them  to  be  feeii  among  the 
loofe  wantons  of  the  fex  in  the  Weft  Indies  ; 
the  generality  of  the  Vv'hite  women  of  that 
defcription  being  adually  compafed  of  adven- 
turers from  Europe,  or  of  fuch  as  have  fol- 
lowed the  army  and  navy  to  the  iflands. 

This  laft  circumftance  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
clear  refutation  of  that  too  generally  received 
notion,  that  women  in  particular,  in  warm 
climates,  are  given  to  inordinate  defires ;  and 
proves  to  a  demonftration,  that  fuch  paffions 
are  not  owing  to  the  climate,  but  rather  to  a 
too  warm  conftitution,  which,  aided  by  luxury, 
too  often  gives  itfelf  up  to  fatisfying  its  own 
depraved  appetites,  againft  every  fenfe  of  de- 
cency, and  confideration  of  duty. 

Thefe  obfervations  lead  me  to  the  difcuf- 
fion    of  another    fubjed,    of   equal    import- 
ance ;    namely,  that  of  education  peculiar  to 
the     Englifh    Weft     India    iflands.       This, 
P  3  although 
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although  it  is  a  taik  which  I  am  by  no  means 
competent  to,  yet  I  ihall  be  happy,  if  the 
few  obfervations  here  offered  are  of  the  lead 
ufe  to  the  rifing  generation  in  that  part  of  the 
Bfitifh  dominions. 

It  muft  be  confeffed,  that  in  the  Enghfli 
Weft  Indies  education  is,  in  general,  too  little 
attended  to,  owing,  in  agreat  meafure,  to  the 
prejudices  of  the  generality  of  parents,  who, 
coming  themfelves  from  Europe,  fancy  there  is 
no  pofiibility  of  getting  a  good  education  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world, 

PrepolTelled  with  this  notion,  their  wholp 
endeavours  are  to  accomplifh  it  for  the  benefit 
of  their  children ;  who,  in  the  mean  time, 
are  ufually  put  under  the  care  of  fome  old 
woman,  or  perfon  of  the  other  fex,  equally  as 
unqualified  to  teach  them,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  keeping  the  children  out  of  the  way. 
But  it  is  often  the  cafe,  that  after  feveral  years 
have  been  fpent  by  a  child  under  fiach  tutors, 

fomc 
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feme  unexpeded  misfortune  happens  to  the 
parent,  who  is  rendered  as  unable  to  afford  the 
expence  offending  his  children  to  Europe,  and 
paying  the  neceifary  contingencies  of  fchooling 
there,  as  he  was  when  they  firft  came  into  the 
world  ;  or  too  much  time  is  required  to  enable 
him  to  accomplifh  his  purpofe. 

The  confequences  are  obvious,  for  the  child 
having  outgrown  the  proper  feafon  for  receiv- 
ing any  material  benefit  from  education,  it  an- 
fwers  very  little  purpofe,  if  at  that  time  the 
parent  is  able  to  accomplifh  his  defire.  And 
it  is  a  general  remark  in  the  Weft  Indies,  that 
of  fuch  as  have  been  fent  to  Europe  for  edu- 
cation after  a  certain  period,  few  have  returned 
thither  as  accomplifhed  as  many,  who  have 
had  only  a  moderate  fchooling  in  the  iflands ; 
and  fcarcely  any,  without  having  his  morals 
corrupted. 

To  this  fo  prevalent  pradice  In  parents,  of 

fending  their  children  to  Europe  for  education, 

P  4  it 
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it  is  owing,  that  there  are  fo  very  few  good 
fchool-mafters,  or  other  proper  perfons,  to 
form  the  minds  of  youth  in  the  Engliih 
iflands ;  as  the  encouragement  for  fuch  is  fo 
very  trifling,  that  it  is  feidom  worth  a  man's 
while  to  attempt  it.  Whereas,  was  the  con- 
trary practice  more  in  ufe,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  that  education  would  be  as  attainable  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  as  in  any  part  of  Europe^ 
and  at  a  much  lefs  expence. 

The  French  inhabitants  of  Pominica  are 
more  numerous  than  the  Englifh ;  and  as  be- 
fore obferved^  have  the  moft  valuable  coffee 
plantations  in  that  iiland.  Their  manners  and 
cuftoms  differ  bat  little  from  the  people  in  the 
ether  French  lilands  ;  and  their  religion  is  the 
fame,  for  they  are  all  Roman  Catholics. 

They  have  fcveral  chapels  in  tlie  ifland,  bu^ 
the  principal  one  is  in  the  town  of  Rofeau.  This 
is  built  of  wood,  and  is  neatly  ornamented  in 
the  infide  with  an  altar-piece,  hangings,  paint- 
ings. 
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ipgs,  and  images  of  the  Virgin  Mary  an4 
other  faints,  baptifmal  font,  and  pews.  Here 
their  bells  are  continually  tinkling  for  prayers, 
efpecially  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  which  laft 
are  fo  very  numerous,  that  they  generally  occur 
three  or  four  times  every  week ;  when  great 
numbers  of  the  French,  both  white  and  co-i^ 
loured  people,  regularly  attend  their  priefts. 

The  revenues  of  this  chapel,  and  of  the 
minifters  thereof,  principally  arife  from  the 
rents  of  a  large  lot  of  land  on  which  it  is 
built ;  and  which  was  granted  by  the  Englifli 
Commiffioners,  in  1763,  to  the  French  in- 
habitants for  that  purpofe,  on  leafe  for  ninety- 
nine  years.  Great  part  of  this  land  is  let  out 
for  the  remainder  of  the  term  yet  to  ex- 
pire; and  thereon  are  built  feveral  good  houfes, 
the  owners  of  which  pay  a  yearly  aflefled  part 
of  the  rent  of  the  fame,  exclufive  of  the  firft 
coil:  of  the  leafe  of  each  lot  on  which  the 
houfes  are  built. 

The 
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The  French  priefts  in  Dominica  are  ap-. 
pointed  by  fuperiors  in  the  ifland  of  Marti- 
nique; to  the  government  of  which  ifland, 
and  to  the  laws  of  their  own  nation,  they 
confider  themfelves  to  be  refponfible. 

The  Spanifh  inhabitants  -of  this  ifland  arc 
not  very  numerous,  being  only  compofed  of 
renegados  from  their  ovv^n  fettlements,  and 
are  no  great  credit  to  this ;  but  are  fuftered  to 
remain  there,  by  frequently  taking  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  on 
their,  paying  a  certain  fqm  each  time.  This 
they  fadly  complain  of;  but  they  do  not  min4 
the  oath,  as  was  evident  on  the  day  of  attack 
by  the  French  ;  for  on  that  day  feveral  of  theni 
joined  their  countryrnen  arrived  from  Marti- 
nique, and  with  large  knives  and  pifl:ols  ftuck 
in  their  belts,  were  ready  to  aflifl:  to  plunder 
and  murder  the  Englifli  inhabitants,  had  the 
invafion  been  made  in  the  night. 

The 
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The  Italians  and  Genoefe  are  alfo  but  few, 
and  are  chiefly  employed  in  cutting  down  the 
trees  on  the  plantations  that  are  in  woods : 
fome  of  them  carry  about  the  country  articles 
of  grocery,  tobacco,  and  other  matters,  which 
they  difpofeof  principally  tonegros  on  eflates; 
by  v/hich  means  they  make  a  good  liveli- 
hood. 

The  other  free  inhabitants  of  this  ifland 
are  free  meftiffs,  free  mulattos,  free  negros^ 
and  native  Indians. 

The  free  people  of  colour  are  chiefly  of 
French  extradlion,  and  moll  of  them  came 
from  the  ifland s  of  that  nation  j  from  whence 
they  have  retired  on  account  of  the  feverity  of 
the  French  laws,  which  prohibit  them  from 
wearing  ihoes,  ftockings,  ornaments,  or  any 
drefs  after  the  failiion  of  white  people. 

They 
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They  are,  in  genera],  very  idle  and  in- 
iblent;  the  females  ufually  follow  the  occu- 
pations of'paflry-ccoks  and  huckfters,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  more  induftrious  poor 
white  people,  and  will  often  get  credit  for 
articles  in  their  way  of  bufmefs  when  the 
latter  cannot ;  but  being  in  general  young 
perfons  of  the  fex,  they  contrive  to  pay  their 
d^bts  very  fatisfa<51:orily  to  Ibme  merchants. 
There  are,  however,  fome  few  of  them  v/ho 
are  natives  of  the  ifland,  who  have  good  cof- 
fee plantations,  and  are  very  civil  and  cour- 
teous. ^ 

The  free  people  of  colour  are  remarkably 
fond  of  drefs  and  dancing ;  for  the  enjoyment 
of  both  which  they  will  lacrihce  every  thing 
that  is  valuable  in  their  polTeffion.  Dancing 
is  the  chief  part  of  their  amufements,  their 
preparations  for  which  are  commionly  very  ex- 
penfive;  their  ladies  being  ufually  dreffed  infilks, 
filk  ftockings  and  flioes;  buckles,  bracelets,  and 
2  rings 
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rings  of  gold  and  filver,  to  a  confiderable 
value.  Their  entertaiments,  on  thefe  occa- 
fions,  are  alio  very  expeniive,  their  guefts  be- 
ing treated  with  every  thing  of  the  beft.  Thefe 
meetings  fometimes  lad  for  two  or  three 
days  together,  during  vvhich  they  dance  the 
whole  time  almofl ;  but  it  (eldom  hap- 
pens that  their  balls  conclude  without  broken 
heads,  bloody  nofes,  or  fome  piece  of  perfed: 
gallantry. 

The  Indians,  natives  of  Dominica,  are  de- 
fcended  from  the  ancient  inhabitants,  who 
were  found  there  when  this  illand  was  firft 
difcovered  by  Europeans,  and  are  the  people 
properly  called  ^^  Caribbes."  Of  thefe  there 
are  not  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  families, 
who  have  their  dwellings  on  the  eaft  part 
of  the  iiland,  at  a  great  diftance  from  Rofeau, 
where  they  arc  feldom  fcQn. 

They 
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They  are  of  a  clear  copper  colour,  have 
long,  fleek,  black  hair  on  their  heads;  iheir 
perfons'  are  fliort,  flout,  and  well  made ;  but 
they  disfigure  their  faces  by  preffing  flat  their 
nofes,  which  is  done  in  their  infancy.  They 
are  a  very  quiet,  inofi?enfive  people,  fpeak  a 
language  of  their  own,  and  French,  but  none 
of  them  fpeak  Englifli* 

They  live  chiefly  by  fifhing  in  the  rivers  and 
the  fea,  or  by  fowling  in  the  woods,  at  both 
of  which  they  are  very  expert  with  their  bows 
and  arrows.  They  will  kill  the  fmalleft  bird 
with  an  arrow,  or  transfix  a  fifh  at  a  great 
depth  in  the  fea ;  and  are  very  ferviceable  to 
the  planters  near  their  fettlement,  whom  they 
chiefly  fupply  with  fifh  and  game.  They  are 
alfo  very  ingenious,  making  curious  wrought 
panniers,  or  bafl^ets  of  filk  grafs,  or  the  bark 
of  trees. 


It 
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It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  fince  this 
ifland  has  been  in  the  pofielTion  of  the  Enghfh, 
fo  Httle  pains  have  been  taken  to  cultivate  an 
union  with  thefe  people,  as  they  might  be  ca- 
pable of  effential  fervice  to  its  internal  fecurity, 
efpecially  againfl  the  accumulation  of  runaway 
negros  in  the  time  of  peace;  and  in  war  they 
might  be  induced  to  join  in  its  defence,  iliould 
it  be  invaded.  Yet  they  are  permitted  to  roam 
wherever  their  fancies  lead  them,  as  much  un- 
noticed as  if  no  fuch  people  were  in  exiftence. 
They  are  men  as  well  as  we,  are  born  wltli 
the  fam.e  degree  of  fenfibility ;  and  by  proper 
encouragement,  might  be  of  miaterial  benefit 
to  a  country  w^hich  was  originally  their  own. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER    XIL 


OF  THE  KEGRO  SLAVES  OF  THIS  ISLAND,  THEIR  RE* 
BELLION  AND  REDUCTION  THERE;  TOGETHER 
WITH  THE  USAGE,  MANNERS,  CUSTOMS,  AND  CHA- 
RACTERS OF  THOSE  PEOPLE  IN  GENERAL  IN  THE 
WEST  INDIES. 

THE  negros  in  Dominica,  under  the  de-* 
fcription  of  flaves,  are  between  fifteen  and  fix-* 
teen  thoufand ;  but  not  more  than  pne  half  of 
that  number  belongs  to  the  Englifli  inhabi-^ 
tants,  whofe  plantations  in  particular  are  but 
thinly  furnifhed  with  them.  Thi«  is  owing 
to  a  variety  of  caufes ;  and  among  others,  to 
the  rather  imprudent  condudt  of  fome  of  tb« 
firft  Englifli  fettlers,  after  the  country  was 
ceded  to  Great  Britain, 

Many  of  them  brought  negros  who  had 
only  been  in  the  capacity  of  domeftics  5  fome, 
thofe  that  were  baniflied  from  other  iflands  for 

their 
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their  crimes,  and  others  purchafed  negros  juil: 
brought  from  Africa,  for  the  purpofe  of  fettling 
their  new  eftates.  Thefe  were  immediately  fet 
to  work,  to  cut  down  mafiy,  hard  wood  trees, 
to  lop  and  burn  the  branches,  clear  the 
ground  of  the  roots,  and  to  labour  at  difficult, 
though  neceflary  buunefs,  for  which  they 
were  by  no  means  qualified. 

The  confcquences  of  thefe  great  miftakes 
foon  after  appeared,  for  the  domeftic  and  new 
negros  labouring  in  fuch  work  as  they  were 
not  ufed  to,  in  a  climate,  which,  from  the 
abundance  of  its  woods,  was  fo  unfettled,  that 
it  rained  greateft  part  of  the  year ;  whilft  they 
had  only  temporary  huts  covered  with  the 
branches  and  leaves  of  trees  to  fhelter  them  in 
at  night,  and  were  fubjedl  to  many  inconve- 
niences in  the  day-time ;  this  very  uncomfort- 
able fituation  occafioned  the  death  of  numbers, 
and  caufed  others  to  run  away  into  the  woods, 
where  many  of  them  perlflied. 

CL  The 
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The  increafe  of  runaway  negros  alfo  owes 
its  origin,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  im- 
politic condu(ffc  of  fome  of  the  firft  Englifh 
fettlers :  for,  during  the  neutral  ftate  of  this 
ifland,  a  number  of  French  and  Spaniards  had 
fettled  themfelves  on  the  moft  fertile  parts  of 
the  fea-coafts,  and  had  raifed  to  themfelves 
very  fine  fugar  and  coffee  eflates.  Among 
thefe  were  fome  Jefuits,  who  having  fugar 
plantations  on  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  ifland, 
they  difpofed  of  the  fame,  together  with  the 
negros  on  them,  to  fome  of  the  Englifh  new 
fettlers. 

Many  of  the  negros  fo  purchafed  from 
the  Jefuits,  either  from  their  attachment  to 
them,  or  diflike  to  their  new  mafters,  foon  after 
betook  themfelves  to  the  woods  with  their 
wives  and  children,  where  they  were  joined, 
from  time  to  time,  by  others  from  different 
cftates.     There  they  fecreted  themfelves  for  a 

number 
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number  of  years,  formed  companies  under  dif- 
ferent chiefs,  built  good  houfes,  and  planted 
gardens  in  the  woods,  where  they  raifed  poul- 
try, hogs,  and  other  fmall  flock,  which,  with 
what  the  fea,  rivers,  and  woods  afforded,  and 
what  they  got  from  the  negros  they  had  intef- 
courfe  with  on  the  plantations,  they  lived  very 
comfortably,  and  wfere  feldom  difturbed  in 
their  haunts • 

They  were  not,  however,  often  guilty  of  any 
material  mifchief,  and  had  never  committed 
murder  till  the  redudlibil  of  the  ifland  by  the 
French;  but  foon  after  that  happened,  the 
depredations  of  the  runaways  began  to  be  of  a 
more  ferious  nature ;  for  they  robbed,  and  de- 
ftroyed  the  property,  and  at  length  killed  fome 
of  the  Englifh  inhabitants. 

To  the  commiffion  of  thefe  daring  outrages, 

they  were  greatly  encouraged  by  the  Marquis 

Duchilleau,  who,   as  before  mentioned,  had 

Q^z  aflually 
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actually  engaged  vvith  them  for  defending  the 
ifland ;  for  which  purpofe  he  gave  them  the 
muikets  and  bayonets  which  he  took  from  the 
Engliih  inhabitants,  with  powder  and  balls; 
and  alfo  furnifhed  them  with  the  fame  provi- 
fions  as  was  allowed  to  the  French  foldiers. 

The  runaways,  at  firft,  only  robbed  the 
Englifh  plantations  of  ground  provifions,  plan- 
tains, bananas,  and  fmall  flock ;  but  at  lafl: 
they  had  the  audacity  to  kill  and  carry  away 
the  cattle,  and  to  plunder  and  fet  fire  to  the 
buildings  on  the  eftates. 

The  firft  inftance  of  their  committing  mur^ 
der  happened  on  a  plantation,  where  a  Mr. 
Hugh,  Gould  was  the  manager ;  and  who,  on 
their  coming  there  to  rob,  as  they  had  done 
fcveral  times  before,  thought  proper  to  oppofe 
them,  and  adually  drove  them  away.  Ex- 
afperated  at  this  oppofition,  they  a  few  days 
after  returned  in  great  numbers,  with  a  deter- 
mination 
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mination  to  kill  him ;  but  he,  fortunately  for 
him,  being  gone  from  the  eflate  on  bufi- 
ncfs,  efcaped  their  vengeance^  However, 
their  bloody  intentions  were  not  to  be  difap- 
pointed,  and  though  miffing  their  objed:,  they 
were  refolved  to  give  a  fample  of  their  formid- 
able power,  and  they  actually  murdered  a  Mr. 
Grahame,  who  refided  with  the  manager  as  a 
companion.  Him  they  fhot  on  his  knees,  as 
he  was  begging  for  mercy,  uiing  him  in  the 
moft  fliocking,  barbarous  manner  while  he 
was  dyings  and  after  Gripping  the  houfe  of 
every  thing  of  value,  they  fet  it  on  fire* 

Alarmed  at  this  daring  wickednefs  of  the 
runaway  negros,  the  Englifli  inhabitants  on 
the  neighbouring  eftates,  apprehenlive  of  their 
ovv'n  danger,  applied  to  the  Marquis  Duchil- 
leau  for  protedion,  to  grant  them  arms,  with^ 
liberty  to  defend  themfelves,  and  to  apprehend 
the  runawavs  who  had  murdered  a  white  man. 
Thefe  requefts  were,  however,  refufed  by  that 
0^3  Governor, 
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Governor,  and  he  actually  threatened,  that; 
if  they  dared  to  attempt  any  thing '  againft 
thofe  people  he  would  imprifon  them,  or 
fend  them  off  the  iiland ;  at  the  fame  time, 
}ie  acknowledged  that  the  runaways  w^ere  his 
friends, 

They,  encouraged  by  this  uncQjnmon  con^ 
du(5t  of  this  French  Governor,  were  afterwards 
fearlefs  of  any  mifchief  they  did,  coming  iri 
large  bodies,  all  armed  with  mufkets,  bayq- 
nets,  and  cutlaffes,  on  what  plantations  they 
thought  proper  to  rob,  in  the  open  day.  Nay, 
they  often  came  in  the  fame  manner,  with 
^onk  fhells  blowing  and  French  colours  flying, 
^lofe  to  the  town  of  Rofeau  in  the  day-time, 
and  in  fight  of  the  French  foldiers. 

Driven  to  the  greateft  diflrefs,  and  in  dread 
of  being  deftroyed  by  thofe  cruel  wretches, 
the  Englifh  planters,  on  the  interior  planta- 
tions, were  conftrained  to  abandon  their  eilates, 

and 
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and  to  retire  with  their  families  to  Rofeau,  as 
the  only  means  of  faving  their  lives,  leaving 
their  property  to  the  mercy  of  the  run- 
aways. 

After  they  had  done  confiderable  mifchief, 
but  were  ftill  purfuing.  their  deftrudive  ope- 
rations againfl:  the  Englifh  inhabitants,  unno- 
ticed by  the  Marquis  Duchilleau,  it  was  found 
neceflary  to  petition  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  at 
Martinico,  fetting  forth  the  diftreffed  fituation 
of  the  Englifh  planters  in  this  ifland ;  praying 
for  arms,  with  permlffion  to  defend  themfelves 
againft  the  runaway  negros,  and  to  endeavour 
to  apprehend  fuch  of  them  as  had  been  guilty 
of  murder. 

In  confequence  of  this  petition,  the  Mar- 
quis de  Bouille  gave  direcflions  to  the  Governor 
pf  Dominica,  to  give  arms  to  fuch  of  the 
Englifh  as  were  on  the  plantations,  to  endea- 
vour to  put  a  flop  to  the  fanguinary  and 
0^4  ihocking 


232  THE    HISTORY    OF    THE 

fliocklng  ravages  committed  againft  them,  and 
to  fend  out  parties  in  the  woods  to  apprehend 
the  runaways,  in  order  to  their  being  punifhed 
for  fuch  daring  crimes. 

Thefe  orders  of  the  Marquis  were  accord- 
ingly put  into  execution ;  and  though  attended 
with  no  material  fervice,in  point  of  reducing  the 
runaways,  yet  were  the  means  of  preventing, 
in  a  great  meafure,  their  further  depredations, 
till  after  the  ifland  was  reftored  to  the  Englifh. 
However,  at  times,  they  ftill  robbed  the  eftates 
of  provifionsj  efpecially  plantations  that  were 
nigh  their  camps  in  the  woods,  yet  not  in 
fo  daring  a  manner  as  they  had  done  heretofore, 
doing  it  generally  in  the  m.oft  fecret  manner, 
in  the  night-time,  when  they  were  under  no 
dread,  of  bein'g  apprehended. 

This  dread  was,  however,  not  occailoned 
by  any  apprehenfions  of  being  oppofed  by  the 
Engliih  inhabitants,  as  afterwards  appeared ; 

but 
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but  from  that  of  the  parties,  who  ufed  at 
times  to  be  fent  out  after  them  in  the  woods. 
But  thele  latter  being  compofed  only  of  people 
of  colour,  were  no  ways  induftrious  in  that 
fervice,  and  aftually  never  apprehended  one  of 
them.  In  this  refpedl,  however,  an  Englifh 
manager  of  a  plantation,  Mr.  John  Tombs, 
had  much  greater  fuccefs ;  for  on  the  runaways 
coming  to  rob  the  eftate  on  which  he  lived,  he 
oppofed  them,  and  adually  took  fome  of  them 
prifoners. 

But  being  apprehenfive,  that  thofe  who 
cfcaped  being  taken  might,  with  others,  take 
an  opportunity  to  revenge  the  lofs  of  their 
companions  and  booty,  he  contrived  to  learn 
their  intentions,  by  means  of  a  trufty  negro 
belonging  to  the  eftate,  whom  he  fent  into 
the  woods,  as  if  he  were  a  runaway  himfelf, 
on  account  of  bad  ufage. 

Mr.  Tombs  having  procured  feveral  blun- 
derbuffes  and  muikets  for  the  occafion,    in- 

ftrudted 
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ftrufted  th^  other  negro  men  of  the  plantatloa 
in  their  ufe ;  exercifing  them  for  feveral  days 
previous  to  the  intended  attack,  which  he 
was  informed,  by  his  faithful  fpy,  was  to  be 
made  on  fuch  a  day,  in  the  night-time,  when 
the  runaways  thought  to  take  him  in  bed,  and 
intended  putting  him  to  death  in  ^  moft  cruel 
ynanner. 

They  accordingly  made  their  attempt  on  the 
very  day  he  was  advifed  of,  coming  in  great 
numbers,  about  midnight,  to  the  eftate,  with 
expeftations  of  glutting  their  vengeance.  Fear- 
ful of  giving  the  alarm,  or  making  their  ap- 
proach known,  as  foon  as  they  came  out  of 
the  woods,  near  the  borders  of  the  eftate,  they 
cxtinguifhed  their  lighted  flambeaux,  march- 
ing filently  along  in  the  road  that  lead 
to  the  manager's  houfe,  wholly  unapprehea- 
five  of  danger. 


As 
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As  foon  as  they  had  put  out  their  lights, 
their  guide,  the  faithful  fpy,  left  them,  and 
joined  his  mailer,  acquainting  him  of  their 
approach,  and,  with  thofe  that  were  with 
him,  immediately  on  hearing  the  trampling  of 
the  feet  of  the  runaways,  fired  a  fmart  volley 
from  their  blunderbufles  and  mufkets  among 
them. 

This  unexpedled  difcharge,  fo  feafonably 
made,  put  the  afiailants  into  great  confu- 
fion ;  from  which  however  recovering,  they 
returned  the  fire  for  fome  time,  but  fo  uncer- 
tain and  irregular,  that  it  did  no  execution. 
This  was,  however,  not  the  cafe  from  the  fire 
of  Mr.  Tombs  and  his  party,  as  was  evident 
from  the  cries  and  groans  heard  among  the 
runaways,  who  were  at  laft  obliged  to  betake 
themfelves  to  flight ;  yet  they  took  their  killed 
and  wounded  into  the  woods  with  them. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  on  this  occafion  nei- 
ther Mr.  Tombs,  nor  any  of  his  people  were 

^      hurt 
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hurt  by  the  fire  from  the  runaways,  althoogh 
this  conflicfl  with  them  lafted  near  half  an 
hour.  Whilft,  on  the  other  fide,  there  could 
be  no  doubt  but  that  they  fufFered  confider- 
ably,  both  in  killed  and  wounded,  /rom  the 
great  quantity  of  blood  fccn  on  the  fpot,  and 
traced  to  the  woods,  the  next  morning ;  but 
the  number  of  either  was  never  afterwards 
known,  the  runaways  having  adopted  the 
policy  of  the  French  in  that  refpedi* 

This  aftlon  was  gieatly  to  the  credit  of 
Mr.  Tombs,  and  was  of  eminent  fervice  at 
that  time  to  the  Englifti  planters  of  the  ifland; 
as  the  runaways  finding  how  much  it  was  in 
the  power  of  a  fingle  white  man  of  refolu- 
tion  to  oppofe  them,  afterwards  kept  them- 
lelves  pretty  peaceable,  till  the  French  quitted 
poffeflion  of  the  country.  But  ihortly  after 
that  happened  they  re-commenced  their  depre- 
dations, notwithftanding  feveral  proclamations 
were  ifTued  by  the  Legiflature  of  the  ifland^ 
I  .  offering 
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offering  a  pardon  to  all  that  would  furrender 
themfelves,  except  fuch  as  had  been  guilty  of 
murder. 

To  thefe  proclamations  the  runaways  paid 
no  manner  of  attention ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
they  bid  defiance  to  every  meafure,  and  had 
the  audacity  to  threaten,  they  would  repel  any- 
attempts  to  be  made  to  reduce  them.  In 
confequence  of  this  obftinacy  of  theirs,  and 
their  ftill  continued  ads  of  mifchief  on  the 
plantations,  an  aft  of  the  colony  was  palled 
for  raifing  a  fund,  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fofcing  them  into  fubjeffion.  This 
ad:  was  made  to  be  in  force  for  three  years, 
commencing  in  1785,  and  was  made  by  way 
of  tax  in  the  following  manner,  that  is  to  fay, 

£.     s.    d. 

10     o     o  Per  cent,  on  the  afTefTed  value  of 

rent  on  all  houfes  in  the  towns. 

500  Per  cent,  on  the  afieffed  vdiie'of 

rent  on  all  vacant  lots. 

j6  10     o  Per 
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£.    s.    d. 

1^  lo     o  Per  annum  to  be  paid  by  all  prac- 
titioners of  phyfic  in  the  ifland* 
l6  lo     o  Per  annum  to  be  paid  by  all  prac- 

titioners  of  the  law. 
13     4     o  Per  annum  to  be  paid  by  each  mer- 
chant. 
13     40  Per  annum  to  be   paid   by   each 
vendue  mailer,  tavern-keeper,  &c, 
13     4     o  Per  annum  to  be  paid  by  each  mer- 
chant or  fhop-keeper  (aliens.) 
360  Per  annum  to  be  paid  by  each  ma- 
nager and  overfeer  of  plantations 
in  the   ifland,  whofe  falary  w^as 
200L  per  annum, 
113     o  Per  annum  to  be  paid  by  each  ma- 
nager and  overfeer,  whofe  falary 
vv^as  lool.  per  annum. 
113     o  Per  annum  to  be  paid  by  every  other 

white  man  in  the  ifland. 
J   13     o  Per  annum  to  be  paid  by  each  male 
perfon  of  colour. 

2  10     o  Per 
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f.     s,    d. 
2   lo     o  Per  cent,  on  all  merchandize. 

o  Per  cent. on  all  goods  fold  at  vendue* 


2    10 


t) 


IOC  Per  annum  for  every  negro  flavej> 
tradefman,  or  porter. 

0   10     o  Per  annum  for  every  houfe  negro 
and  flave  on  the  plantations. 

o  10     o  Per  annum  for  every  hogfhead  of 
fugar  made  in  the  iiland. 

o     6     o  Per  annum  for  every  tierce  of  fugar. 

030  Per  annum  for  every  barrel  of  fugar. 

083  Per  annum  for  every  hogfliead  of 
coffee. 

050  Per  annum  for  every  tierce  of  coffee. 

030  Per  annum  fbr  every  barrel  of  coffee. 

010  Per  annum  for  every  loolb.  of  cof- 
fee in  bags. 

060  Per  annum  for  every  hogfhead  of 
rum. 

046  Per  annum  for  every  tierce  of  rum. 

030  Per  annum  foi>-  every  barrel  of  rum. 

The 
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The  next  flep  taken  by  the  Legiflature  for 
reducing  the  runaways  to  obedience  was,  to 
raife  a  body  of  colony  legions,  compofed  of 
white  men,  free  people  of  colour,  and  able 
negro  men  belonging  to  the  different  planta- 
tions, for  the  purpofe  of  fending  them  after 
the  runaways  into  the  woods.  Three  feparate 
encampments,  formed  by  thefe  legions,  were 
eftabliflied  near  the  haunts  of  the  runaways, 
againft  whom  operations  were  immediately 
commenced^  but  it  was  a  long  time  before 
any  material  fervice  could  be  effefted  againft 
them ;  they,  in  the  mein  while,  committing 
the  mofl  fhoqking  ravages,  almoft  within  fight 
of  their  opponents. 

The  number  of  the  legions  was  about  five 
hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  able  of- 
ficers of  the  regiment  then  ftationed  there; 
and  who,  with  a  nu.mber  of  privates  of  the 
fame  regiment,  beca^me  volunteers  in  the  fer- 
vice. 
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the  moft  daring  outrages  on  the  plantations. — 
The  number  of  perfons,  of  which  che  legion 
was  compofed,  was  about  five  hundred,  un- 
der the  command  of  officers  of  the  30th  regi- 
ment of  foot,  at  that  time  ftationed  in  the 
ifland;  thefe  officers,  with  feveral  foldiers  of 
the  fame  regiment,  became  volunteers  in  that 
fervice,  and  had  extra  pay  from  the  colony  5 
the  pay  of  each  perfon  employed  on  the  oc-^ 
cafion  being  as  follows : 


£'S. 

d. 

Captain 

I  13 

0I 

Lieutenant 

I    4 

9 

Serjeant 

0  12 

0 

Corporal 

0    9 

0 

Private 

0    8 

3 

Surgeon 

0  16 

6 

Carriers 

0     3 

0. 

>  per  day, 


The   runaways  fully  acquainted  with    the 

nieafures  taken  againfl:  them,  yet  confiding  in 

R  '       the 


^42  THE    HISTORY    OF    THE 

the  ftrength  of  their  numbers,  and  the  diffi-* 
cult  accefs  to  their  camps  in  the  woods, 
made  no  offer  to  furrender  themfelves ;  but 
rather  feemed  determined  to  abide  by  the  confe- 
quences,  and  deriding  the  attempt  of  reduc- 
ing them  by  force,  threatened  to  do  ftili  greater 
mifchiefs.  They  accordingly  did  as  they  had 
threatened,  beginning  their  attack  on  the 
plantation  of  Thomas  Olborn,  Efq.  coming 
there  in  the  night,  and  doing  confiderable  da- 
mage ;  in  drawing  off  fome  rum  by  the  light 
of  their  torches,  it  caught  fire,  which  being 
communicated  to  the  buildings  on  the  eftate, 
burnt  them  down  to  the  ground. 

Their  mxt  attack  was  foon  after  on  a  fugar 
plantation  at  Rofalie,  belonging  to  the  Lieu- 
tenant-governor and  other  perfons  in  England, 
There  they  came  alfo  in  the  night-time,  mur- 
dered Mr.  Gamble,  the  manager,  Mr.  Arm- 
flrong,  carpenter,  Mr.  Hatton,  and  Mr.  Lilc, 
the  overfeers,  together  with  the  chief  negro 

drivci*' 
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driver  belonging  to  the  eftate.  Having  glutted 
themfelves  with  murdering  thefe  perfons,  after 
ftripping  them  of  their  cloaths,  they  fet  fire 
round  the  bodies ;  doing  the  fam.e  to  the  fugar 
works,  principal  buildings,  and  canes ;  and 
committing  other  confiderable  damages,  to  the 
amount  of  feveral  thoufand  pounds. 

Elated  with  their  fuccefs,  and  having  fa- 
tiated  themfelves  for  that  time  with  murder, 
plunder,  and  devaftation„  they  retired  to  the 
dwelling-houfe  on  the  eftate,  where  they  re- 
galed on  the  ftock,  provifions,  and  liquors 
they  found  in  plenty,  their  chiefs  being  fery^d 
in  the  filver  veffels  of  the  J^ieutenant-governor, 
which,  together  with  other  valuable  articles,  to 
a  great  amount,  they  afterwards  carried  away 
with  them..  On  this  plantation  they  con- 
tinued two  days,  riotting  and  revelhng,  blow- 
ing conk  fliells  and  huzzaing,  as  for  a  great 
vidlory,  having  taken  the  precaution  to  ftop 
up  the  roads  to  the  eftate  by  fellipg  large  trees, 
R  2  and 
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and  placing  centinels  to  give  them  notice.  In 
cafe  of  the  approach  of  the  legions. 

The  latter  were,  at  the  fame  time,  in  their 
encampments  in  the  woods,  while  the  run- 
aways were  committing  thefe  horrid  tranfac- 
tions,  the  knowledge  of  which  was  firll  brought 
to  Rofean,  where  it  produced  the  greateft  con- 
fternation,  as  it  did  alfo  throughout  the  ifland. 
This  matter  occaiioned  the  legions  to  be  greatly 
blamed  for  their  want  of  attention  to  their 
duty;  as  there  was  every  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
that  had  they  been  more  diligent  in  their  fearch 
after  the  runaways,  they  would  never  have 
dared  to  commit  fuch  wanton  mifchiefs,  or 
might  have  been  apprehended  in  the  ad. 
It  was  not,  however,,  fo  much  the  fault  of 
the  legions,  as  it  was  of  the  chief  managers 
of  the  buiinefs  -,  who  being  but  little  ac- 
quainted with  the  fituation  of  the  woods,  had 
fo  difpofed  the  flations  of  the  three  encamp- 
ments, that  they  were  unable  to  do  any  effec- 
tual 
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tual  fervice ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  the  run- 
aways would  never  have  been  reduced,  in  the 
manner  they  were  foon  after,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  exertions  of  fome  private  perfons,  who 
materially  promoted  it. 

Of  thefe,  a  Mr.  John  Richardfon  deferves 
to  be  noticed,  as  having  feveral  times  offered 
his  fervices  for  the  purpofe,  which  had  been 
rejedled ;  yet,  grieving  to  fee  the  bufinefs  fo 
very  ill  managed,  he  formed  a  plan,  to  fhew 
how  eafy  it  was  to  reduce  the  runaways,  by 
boldly  attacking  them  in  their  camps. 

As  he  was  a  carpenter,  he  was  employed  to 
rebuild  the  works  lately  deftroyed  by  the  run- 
aways on  the  Rofalie  eftate;  and  being  at 
work  there,  it  happened  that  a  party  of  the  le- 
gions called  there  in  the  way  to  their  camp, 
in  order  to  refrefh  themfelves.  Mr.  Richard- 
fon prevailed  on  them  to  accompany  him, 
for  the  purpofe  of  attacking  a  principal  run- 
R  3  away 
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away  chief,  whofe  name  "was  ^^  Balla,"  whd 
was  the  commander  of  their  late  expedition 
againft  that  eftate  j  and  whofe  haunt  Mr.  Ri- 
chardfon  very  well  knew,  having  a  long  whil^ 
before  attacked  him  there. 

Mr.  Richardfon  having  ftrengthened  this 
party,  with  the  addition  of  fome  truily  negro 
men  of  the  eftate,  they  fet  out  one  evening  on 
their  expedition,  and  haying  travelled  all  night 
through  the  woods,  wading  through  rapid  ri- 
vers, croffing  over  flieep  mountains,  and  en- 
countering many  difficulties  in  their  way,  by 
noon  the  next  day  they  came  to  the  mountain 
whereon  was  the  encampment  of  Balla.  This 
they  afcended  with  great  difficulty,  it  being 
cut  into  fleps  of  a  great  height  above  each 
other,  which  had  been  done  by  the  runaways 
for  their  own  convenience,  as  being  the  only 
poffiblc  way  to  afcend  the  mountain. 

Thefe  fteps  the  party  were  obliged  to  go  up, 
one  after  the  other,  and  to  have  their  mufkets 

handed 
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handed  to  them,  the  one  on  the  upper,  by 
him  on  the  ftep  below,  till  they  were  all 
afcended.  Mr.  Richardfon  was  the  firft  on 
the  landing-place  on  the  top  of  the  mountain, 
where  hiding  himfelf  among  fome  bufhes,  he 
perceived  the  runaways  going  in  and  out  of 
their  houfes,  preparing  their  dinners,  little  ex- 
pefting  fuch  troublefome  guefts.  As  foon  as 
the  whole  of  the  party  had  joined  him,  they 
rufhed  on  towards  the  houfes,  fhouting  and 
keeping  up  a  brifk  firing  from  their  mufkets 
on  the  runaways  ;  who,  in  the  greateft  dif- 
may  and  confufion,  betook  themfelves  to  flight, 
throwing  themfelves  down  the  fteep  fides  of 
the  mountain,  in  their  hurry  to  get  out  of  the 
w^ay,  by  which  it  is  probable  that  feveral  of 
thea>  were  killed. 

The  party  having  thus  taken  pofl"cffion  of 

the  runaways  camp,  immediately  began  to  de- 

ftroy   it,    by  fetting  fire  to  the  houfes  ;    but 

in  fearching  tkem  previous  thereto,  they  found 

R  4  fonie 
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feme  women  and  children,  among  whom  was 
a  {on  of  Balk's,  who,  with  the  reft,  they  took 
prifoners.  Whilft  fcarching  the  houfes,  the 
runaways  on  the  oppofite  mountain,  on  which 
they  had  retired,  having  recovered  a  httle  from, 
their  fright,  and  probably  difcerning  the  fmall 
number  of  the  party,  made  feveral  attempts  to 
return  and  recover  their  camp,  keeping  up  a 
fmart  firing  for  feme  time,  from  the'place  they 
were  on.  But  they  were  difcouraged  by  a  well- 
timed  thought  of  Mr.  Richardfon's,  who,  as 
often  as  they  feemed  determined  to  return,  called 
out  the  names  of  the  different  commanding  of« 
ficers  of  the  legions  to  attack  the  runaways, 
''  To  the  right  or  left,"  according  to  the  fide 
on  which  they  kept  firing  from  the  oppofite 
mountain.  This  had  the  defired  efFedl,  making 
them  believe  they  were  furrounded  by  the  le- 
gions ;  the  apprehenfions  of  which  caufed  the 
runaways  to  abandon  the  place  with  the  fame 
precipitation  they  had  quitted  their  camp,  leav- 
ing it  in  peaceable  poflefTion  of  the  party. 

The 
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The  latter  then  had  leifure  to  do  their  bu-r 
finefs,  and  to  examine  the  reft  of  the  houfes, 
which  they  found  well  furnifhed  with  provi- 
fions,  a  vaft  quantities  of  cloaths,  valuable  ar- 
ticles of  furniture,  and  feveral  other  things, 
which  they  had  ftolen  from  the  different  plan- 
tations. Such  articles  of  value  as  they  could 
carry  the  party  took  with  them,  after  deftroying 
fuch  as  the  fire  could  not  injure,  and  burning 
the  houfes,  they  defcended  v/ith  their  prifoners, 
and  returned  home  in  fafety,  none  of  the  party 
being  hurt  on  the  occafion. 

This  was  a  capital  check  to  the  runaways, 
and  refledls  great  honour  on  Mr.  Richardfon  -, 
as  by  his  means  it  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  that 
the  runav^ays  were  at  that  time  reduced.  For 
after  this  adlion  they  difperfed,  and  were  fo  much 
diiheartened,  that  they  never  afterwards  dared  to 
affemble  in  any  great  numbers  together ;  but 
flying  from  place  to  pkce  in  the  woods,  were 
either  killed,  taken,  or  uir rendered  themfelves ; 
and  this  noted  chief,  Balla,  foon  after  fell  into 

the 
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the  hands  of  a  party  of  the  legions,  by  whom 
he  was  killed. 

The  runaway  negros  have  fince  then,  been 
feldom  heard  of  in  Dominica ;  for  thofe  that 
were  there  under  another  chief,  named  parcel  *, 
it  is  imagined  have  quitted  the  ifland,  and 
have  retired  among  the  French  fettlements,  or 
jmiong  the  Carribbees  at  Sjaint  Vincent's, 

It  is  computed,  that  the  number  of  them 
that  were  killed,  taken,  or  that  furrendered, 
during  this  conteft,  was  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty.  The  expences  of  the  co- 
lony, on  this  occafion,  was  upwards  of  fifty 

*  Since  this  work  has  been  fent  to  the  prefs,  advice  has 
been  received  from  Dominica,  that  the  runaways,  under 
the  command  of  this  chief,  having  been  joined  by  a  num- 
ber of  other  negro  (laves,  from  different  plantations  of  the 
French  inhabitants,  have  ag«in  comm.enced  depredations 
of  a  moft  ferious  nature  in  that  ifland.  To  this  the  re^ 
port  further  mentions,  they  have  been  encouraged  by  the 
difturbances  which  at  prcfcnt  prevail  in  the  ifland  of  Mar- 
tinique, occafioned  by  the  late  revolution  in  France.  But 
the  particulars  of  this  new  rebellion  of  the  negros  in  Do^ 
jninica  have  not  yet  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Author? 
V/ithfafficient  authenticity  for  infvrtijii. 

2  thoufand 
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thoufand  pounds  current  money  of  the  ifland ; 
a  fum  fo  confiderable,  that  it  appears  hardly 
credible  how,  or  in  what  manner  it  was 
raifed  and  applied.  The  firfi:  I  have  endea- 
voured to  give  fome  idea  of  in  the  former  part 
of  this  chapter ;  and  for  the  fatisfadlion  of  the 
reader,  fhall  here  give  a  flatement  of  the 
firft  year's  amount  of  the  taxes,  which  were 
raifed  for  this  particular  purpofe;  that  is  to 
fay,  from  the  ift  of  May,  1785,  to  the  ifl  of 
May,  1786,  as  follows : 

Amount  of  tax  on  4702  hogf- 

heads  of  fugar,  at  los.  each    2351     o     o 

Ditto  on  571    tierces  of  ditto, 

at  6s.  each  171     6     o 

Ditto  on  745  barrels  of  ditto, 

at  3s.  each  ■  11 1    15     ^ 

Ditto  on  1861  hogfheads  of  cof- 
fee, at  8s.  3d.  each  767  13     3 

Ditto  on  122  tierces  of  ditto, 

at  5s.  each  — — .  30  10     ® 

Amount 
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Amount  of  tax  on  503  barrels 

of  coffee,  at  3s.  each  75     9     o 

Ditto  on  84340  lb,  in  bags  of 

ditto,  at  IS.  per  cwt.  —  42  3  4 
Ditto  on  682  hogfheadsof  rum 

at  6s.  each  *— —  ^04  12     o 

Ditto  on  73  tierces  of  ditto,  at 

4s.  6d.  each          • •  16     8     6 

Ditto  on  109  cafks  of  ditto,  at 

3s.  each  *  16     7     0 

Ditto  on  merchants  and  traders  676  10  o 
Ditto  on  managers  and  overfeers   122     2     o 

Ditto  on  Aliens         • —         726     00 

Ditto  on  inhabitants  (poll  tax)  1206  6  p 
Ditto     on    597    negro    flaves 

(tradefmen)  "  •  597     o     0 

Ditto  on  12429  ditto,  domeftics 

and  field  negros         —  6214  10     o 

Ditto  on  rents  of  houfes  and 

lots  in  the  towns  ~  1397  ^^  ^ 
Ditto  on  taverns,  &c.  1256  10     o 

Amount 
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Amount  of  tax  on  manumit- 
ting flaves             ■                    198  o     o 
Fines  of  the  militia      29  14     o 
Arrears  of  taxes          803  i     9I 


Total 


17014    7  lol 


This  tax,  as  before  obferved,  was  made  to 
be  in  force  for  three  years ;  and  although  it 
has,  in  fome  meafure,  anfwered  the  end  for 
which  it  was  impofed,  has  been  a  very  heavy 
burden  on  the  colony,  and  might,  had  the  bufi- 
nefs  it  was  intended  for  been  properly  ma- 
naged, have  been  leiTened  to  within  little  more 
than  the  firft  yearns  amount. 

The  negro  Haves  in  Dominica  are,  in  gc 
neral,  comfortably  fituated,  and  well  treated, 
efpecially  on  the  plantations ;  where,  if  they 
are  induftrious,  they  have  the  means  of  living 
in  a  manner  very  different  from  that  deplorable 

jflate,. 
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ftate,  which  fome  people  in  England  have  been 
at  the  pains  to  reprefent,  as  the  cafe  in  general 
of  flaves  in  the  Britifli  iflands.  They  have 
there  as  much  land  as  they  chufe  to  cuhivate 
for  their  ovv^n  ufe,  are  capable  of  raifing 
great  quantities  of  all  manner  of  ground  pro- 
vifions,  garden  ftuiF,  and  other  things,  with 
which  they  adtually  fupply  the  markets  every 
Sunday,  and  fome  of  them  to  a  confiderabl^ 
amount* 

They  likewife  breed  hogs,  rabbits,  fowls, 
and  other  fmall  ftock  for  themfclves  5  and 
many  of  them,  who  are  careful  in  raifmg  fuch 
proviiions,  acquire  a  very  comfortable  living, 
excluiive  of  what  is  allowed  them  by  their 
owners.  They  have,  moreover,  many  oppor- 
tunities on  the  plantations  to  procure  other 
things  to  fell,  or  makeufeof  themfelves,  which 
are  not  to  be  had  in  many  other  iilands,  as 
plenty  of  filh  in  the  rivers,  crapaux,  wild  yams, 
and  other  articles  in  the  woods;  by  which, 

thofe 
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thofe  who  are  induftrious  in  their  leifure  hours 
often  make  tolerable  fums  of  money. 

However,  not  intending  to  confine  myfelf 
to  obfervations  on  the  treatment  of  negro 
flaves  of  this  iiland  in  particular,  in  order  to 
avoid  being  Angular  in  that  refpeft,  I  fhall 
extend  my  remarks  on  that  fubjed:  to  the 
ufage,  manners,  and  cufloms  relative  to  them 
in  the  Englifli  Weft  Indies  in  general. 

The  (laves  then,  in  all  the  Britifli  Wejft 
India  fettlements,  are  by  no  means  treated  in 
that  harfli,  cruel,  and  barbarous  manner, 
which  fome  have  defcribed,  to  imprefs 
the  minds,  and  to  impofe  on  the  judgment 
of  this  nation.  For,  on  the  contrary,  the 
treatment  they  receive  from  their  owners,  is, 
as  nearly  a^  can  be,  that  of  a  parent  to  his 
children. 

Every 
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Every  family  has  a  good  comfortable  houfe 
to  refide  in,  which  is  built  at  the  expence  ol 
their  matters ;  who  alfo  furnifh  them  with 
fuch  cloaths  as  is  neceffary  for  them^  with  a 
dodor,  medicines^  and  all  things  needful  when 
lick ;  and  have  nothing  to  expeft  from  them 
In  return  but  good  behaviour,  and  a  necef- 
fary degree  of  labour  for  the  fervice  of  his 
plantation. 

He  moreover  gives  them  a  Weekly  allowance 
of  provifions,  confifting  of  bifcuit,  Indian 
corn,  beans,  fait  fiili,  mackrel,  or  herrings ; 
which,  together  with  what  they  are  able,  if  in- 
duftrious,  to  fupply  themfelves  with  from  their 
own  gardens,  and  the  produce  of  their  own 
flock,  they  are  enabled  to  live  in  a  manner 
which  is  by  no  means  unenviable,  and  pre- 
ferable to  the  fituationof  thoufands  of  people 
in  Great  Britain,  with  all  the  accompaniments 
of  their  fancied  liberties. 

The 
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The  labour  of  the  negros   on    the  planta- 
tions is  by  no  means  burdenfome,  or  difficult; 
the   digging   cane   holes,    and   cutting   down 
canes,  being  the  chief  part  of  their  bufinefs, 
at  either  of  which  a  labouring   white   man, 
even  there,  will  do  nearly  double  the  work  of 
a  negro  in  a  day.     Exclunve  of  thefe,  the  la- 
bour of  the  flaves  is  moftly  confined  to  carry- 
ing dung  in  fmall  baikets,  planting,  and  weed- 
ing the  canes.     The  making  fagar,  rum,  and 
other  articles,  is  the  employment  of  fuch  ne- 
gros only,  as  have  been  taught  thcfe  bufinefles ; 
and  for  which  they  have  good  encouragement 
to  be  induftrious,  by  extra  provifions,  cloaths, 
and   other  things,     given    them    v/hile    em- 
ployed. 

The  field  negros,  when  digging  cane  holes, 
have  ufually,  in  the  afternoon,  half  a  pint  of 
rum  and  water,  fweetened  with  molaffes,  given 
to  each  of  them,  which  is  a  great  refrefliment 
in  that  labour,  and  caufes  them  to  work  with 
S  chear- 
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chearfulnefs.  It  is  pleafiiig  to  fee  them  at 
this  work,  they  being  all  together  in  one  row, 
like  a  regiment  of  foldiers,  and  all  their  hoes 
moving  together;  the  women  finging  fome 
ludicrous  fongs  of  their  own  compofmg,  which 
are  anfwered  in  the  fame  manner  by  the  men, 
and  each  ftriving  to  outdo  the  other.  This 
has  a  good  eifed:  in  foftening  their  labour,  and 
is  much  promoted  by  giving  them  their 
rum  and  water,  which  they  have  alfo  fome- 
times  iu  their  other  work,  efpecially  after 
having  been  in  the  rain. 

The  proportion  of  the  working  field  negros 
on  each  plantation  is,  commonly,  from  one 
third  to  two  fifths  of  the  whole  number  be- 
longing to  each  eftate ;  the  remainder  include 
tradefmen,  watchmen,  ftock-keepers,  invalids, 
houfe-fervants,  nurfes,  and  young  children. 

They  have  generally  one  day  in  every  week, 
out  of  crop  time,  or  the  Saturday  afternoon 

allowed 
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allowed  them,  for  the  purpofc;  of  working 
their  own  gardens,  exclujfive  of  their  leifure 
hours,  which  are  from  twelve  till  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  every  day,  and  Sundays. 
But  was  the  cuflom  to  be  general,  of  allowing 
them  one  day  in  every  week  out  of  crop  time, 
the  neceffity  for  their  working  their  gardens  on 
Sundays  might  be  prevented,  and  that  day 
wholly  appropriated  by  them  to  religious  du- 
ties, which  might  probably  be  the  means  of 
promoting  good  order  amongft  thofe  people, 
and  fecuring  their  future  welfare. 

The  French  planters  in  all  the  fettlements 
belonging  to  that  nation  have  their  negros  bap- 
tized, and  taught  fome  prayers,  which  they 
repeat  on  their  knees  every  morning  before  they 
go  to  work,  and  every  evening  after  finifhing 
it.  This  has  a  good  eifecft  on  their  condudt, 
attaches  them  to  the  interefts  of  their  mafters, 
cements  their  union  with  each  other,  and  is 
produdlive  of  many  advantages  to  the  French 
S  z  planters. 
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planters,  who.,  notwithftanding  their  being 
adually  more  rigid  to  tlieir  negros  than  the 
Englilh,  yet  have  better  and  more  faithful- 
ilaves. 

Once  a  year,  the  following  articles  of 
cloathing  are  diftributed  among  the  Ilaves  on 
every  Englifh  plantation,  viz.  a  good  warm 
jacket,  frock,  trowfers,  and  hat  for  each 
man  and  boy^  a  jacket,  wrapper,  petticoat, 
and  hat  for  each  woman  and  girl.  Thefe  are 
furniflied  them  at  the  expence  of  their  mailers, 
and  are  generally  given  to  them  at  Chriftmas  ; 
at  which  time  they  are  allowed  three  days 
holidays,  viz.  Chriflmas  day  and  two  days 
after;  during  which  time  they  do  no  work, 
but  fpend  it  in  dancing,  fmging,  and  making 
merry. 

This  they  are  enabled  to  do,  by  having 
alfo  given -them  at  this  time  four  or  five 
pounds  of  meat,    the  fame  quantity  of  flour 

or 
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or  rice,  with  feme  rum  and  fugar  to  each 
negro,  befides  taking  from  their  own  flock, 
kids,  pigs,  or  fowls;  with  which  they  feaft 
one  another  during  the  hohdays.  At  this 
time  efpecially,  they  drefs  themfelves  out  in 
their  beft  cloaths  ;  many  of  them  in  good 
linen,  filk  handkerchiefs,  bracelets  and  ear- 
rings of  gold  and  filver,  to  no  inconfiderable 
amount,  in  which  they  vifit  or  receive 
their  acquaintances  from  the  neighbouring 
eflates. 

At  this  time  too,  they  perform  their  of- 
ferings of  vidluals  on  the  graves  of  their  de- 
ceafed  relations  and  friends ;  a  piece  of  fu- 
perftition  which  all  negros  are  addicted  to, 
and  v.hich,  wxre  they  to  negiedl  doing,  they 
firmly  believe  they  would  be  puniihed  by  the 
fpirits  of  thg  deceafed  perfons.  This  offering 
confifts  of  meat,  whole  kids,  pigs,  or  fowls, 
with  broth,  liquors,  and  other  matters  ;  and 
is  performed  in  the  following  manner :  a  man 

S3  or 
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or  woman  accuftomed  to  the  ceremony,  takes 
of  each  meat  laid  in  difhes  round  the  grave, 
and  pulling  fome  of  it  in  pieces,  throws  the 
fame  on  the  grave,  calling  out  the  name  of 
the  dead  perfon  as  if  alive,  faying,  '^  Here  is  a 
*'  piece  of  fuch  a  thing  for  you  to  eat;  why 
**  did  you  leave  your  father,  mother,  wife, 
*'  children  and  friends  ?  Did  you  go  away 
"  angry  with  us  ?  When  fliall  we  fee  you 
*^  again  ?  Make  our  provifions  to  grow,  and 
^'  flock  to  breed;  don't  let  any  body  do  us 
^*  harm,  and  we  will  give  you  the  fame  next 
*^  year ;"  with  the  like  expreffions  to  every 
thing  they  throw  on  the  grave.  After  which, 
taking  a  little  of  the  rum  or  other  liquors, 
they  fprinkle  it  thereon,  crying  out  in  the 
fame  manner,  *^  Here  is  a  little  rum  to 
"  comfort  your  heart,  good  bye  to  you, 
*'  God  blefs  you;"  and  drinking  fome  of 
it  themfelves  to  the  welfare  of  the  deceafed, 
they  ict  up  a  difmal  cry  and  howling,  but 
immecliatcly  after    begin    to  dance   and  ling 

roun4 
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round  the  grave.  The  ceremony  is  then 
concluded,  by  every  one  fcrambling  for  the 
remainder  of  the  offering  left  in  the  difhes, 
the  dogs  devouring  that  on  the  grave ;  and 
the  company  bidding  their  dead  friends  adieu 
for  that  time,  they  all  depart  to  their  houfes, 
and  continue  their  merriment  the  whole 
day  after.  This  praftice  is  truly  laughable 
to  white  people  who  fee  it ;  but  it  is  a  plain 
indication,  that  negros  have  fome  notion  of 
tlie  immortality  of  the  foul. 

The  flaves  belonging  to  people  in  the  towns 
of  the  Englifli  iflands,  are  compofed  of  houfe 
fervants,  tradefmen  and  porters.  The  firft 
live  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  common 
fervants  in  England,  but  do  not  half  as  much 
work,  and  are  fubjed:  only  to  a  moderate 
mianual  corredion,  inftead  of  being  difcharged 
for  their  faults,  and  left  a  burden  on  the  public ; 
or  to  fupport  themfelves,  driven  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  ufing  fuch  means,  as   to  forfeit  their 

S  4  lives 
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lives  to  the  laws ;  the  cafe  too  often  of  fervants 
in  England. 

The  domeftic  negros  a^e  fed,  cloathed,  and 
provided  with  every  neceflary  by  their  owners, 
have  generally  a  good  apartment  in  the  yard 
of  their  maflers,  to  retire  and  to  fleep  in  -,  and 
they  are  in  general  well  treated.  They  make 
tolerable  good  cooks,  wafhers,  and  attendants ; 
but  it  is  beft  not  to  trufl  them  without  check, 
as  ftewards,  butlers,  or  in  the  like  offices.  They 
will  feldom  do  the  duty,  or  affift  one  another 
in  their  feveral  departments,  without  being 
obliged  to  it  by  their  mafters,  whom,  bow- 
ever,  they  feldom  fcruple  to  difobey. 

The  negro  flaves,  tradefmen,  are  chiefly 
carpenters,  coopers,  blackfmiths,  or  mafons  j 
fome  of  whom  make  tolerably  good  workmen, 
if  under  proper  direftions  3  but  they  are  not 
very  Ikilful  in  laying  out  work  themfelves,  or 
contriving.  They  in  general  live  very  com- 
fortable, 
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fortable,  are  well  treated,  and  many  of  them 
make  tolerable  fums  of  money  by  jobs  they  do 
for  others  in  their  own  leifure  hours. 

The  negro  porters  are  in  general  a  very  idle, 
infolent  and  thievifli  fet  of  people,  and  are 
often  guilty  of  much  impofition,  efpecially  to 
ftrangers  on  their  arrival  in  theiflands.  They 
are  commonly  the  ftoutell  and  worft  difpofed 
negros  belonging  to  white  people,  or  to  free 
people  of  colour  in  the  towns,  and  pay  their 
owners  a  certain  fum  daily ;  but  many  of 
them  will  game  away  the  whole  of  their 
earnings,  or  fpend  it  in  liquor,  to  the  great 
injury  of  their  mafters. 

The  characters  of  negros  are  not  fo  various 
^s  one  would  imagine  they  would  be,  from  the 
difference  of  the  country  they  are  brought  from, 
to  the  Well  Indies;  as  very  few  of  them  on  their 
arrival  in  the  iflands  have  the  leaft  appear- 
ance of  having  been  civilized,  or  pofleffed  of 
any  endc^ments  but  fuch  as  are  merely  natural. 

For 
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For  the  generality  of  them,  on  their  firft  in^ 
trodudlion,  appear  as  wild  as  the  brute  beafts  ; 
are  indolent  and  flupid  to  a  degree,  fo  that  they 
hardly  know  the  ufe  of  the  moft  common, 
utenfil  of  hufbandry,  much  lefs  the  methods 
of  cultivating  the  ground, 

Every  thing  appears  to  them  as  entirely 
new,  as  to  the  infant  jufk  come  to  a  moderate 
degree  of  vifion ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  they 
feem  to  be  fo  very  unconcerned  at  the  fight  of 
the  moft  novel  objecls,  that  the  barerecolledlion 
is  not  a  moment  in  their  minds.  They  appear 
infenfiblc  to  every  thing  but  hunger  and  tbirft, 
which  however,  to  fatisfy,  they  have  no 
more  nicety  than  a  hog ;  as  any  thing,  either 
raw  or  drefied,  is  equally  acceptable  when  given 
to  them. 

This  ftupidity  of  theirs  continues  a  length 

of  time  after  their  arrival  in  the  iflands,  before 

moft  of  them  can  be  brought  to  any  degree  of 

2  proper 
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proper   comprehenfion ;    and   with   many  of 
them,  it  is  entirely  unconquerable. 

The  Creole  negros,  that  is  to  lay,  thofe 
who  are  born  in  the  Wefl  Indies,  having  beeft 
brought  up  among  white  people,  and  paid  fome 
attention  to  from  their  infancy,  lofe  much  of 
that  uncommon  ftupidlty  fo  confpicuous  In 
their  nev/  negro  parents ;  and  are  in  general 
tolerably  fenfible,  fharp,  and  fagacious. 
But  there  is  adlually  fomething  fo  very  un- 
accountable in  the  genius  of  all  negros,  fo 
very  different  from  that  of  white  people  in 
general,  that  there  is  not  to  be  produced  an 
inflance  in  the  Well  Indies,  of  any  of  them 
ever  arriving  to  any  degree  of  perfediion  in  the 
liberal  arts  or  fciences,  notwithftanding  the 
greateft  pains  taken  with  them ;  and  the  only 
thing  they  are  remarkable,  for  attaining  to  any 
degree  of  perfedion,  is  Mufick. 


Negros 
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Negros  are  in  general  much  addldled  to 
witchcraft  and  idolatry,  both  of  which  ieem 
to  be  inherent  in  them,  fo  that  though  many 
of  them  profefs  the  Chriftian  Religion,  efpe- 
cially  that  of  the  Roman  Cathohcks,  and 
fome  of  them  pay  great  attention  thereto, 
yet^  in  all  matters  which  concern  themfelves, 
they  )iave  recourfe  to  their  fuperftitious  con- 
fidence in  the  power  of  the  dead.,  of  the  fun 
and  moon ;  nay,  even  of  flicks,  (tones,  and 
earth  from  graves  hung  in  bottles  in  their 
gardens. 

Their  fuperftitious  notions  with  refped:  to 
their  dead  are  truly  ridiculous,  for  they 
fuppofe  that  the  deceafed  both  eat  and  drink 
in  their  coffins ;  and  for  that  purpofe,  they 
put  therein  articles  for  both,  together  with 
a  pipe  and  tobacco,  and  fuch  things  as  they 
know  the  deceafed  was  fond  of  in  his  life 
time.  Moreover,  at  their  funerals  they  be- 
lieve the  dead  body  has  the  power  of  com- 

I  pelling 
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pelling  them  to  carry  it  to  the  grave,  in  which 
road  it  likes,  to  (hew  its  refentment  to  thofe 
who  have  offended  it ;  by  the  coffin's  tumbling 
off  the  flioulders  of  the  bearer,  making  them 
ftand  ftock  ilill,  or  running  therewith  with 
fpeed,  now  one  way,  then  another,  and 
fonietimes  throwing  down  and  trampling  on 
the  people  who  ftand  in  the  way. 

They  have  their  necromancers  and  con- 
jurors of  both  fexes,  whom  they  call  *^  Obeah 
men  and  women,''  to  whom  they  apply  for 
fpells  and  charms  againft  ficknefs,  to  prevent 
their  being  robbed,  or  to  find  out  the  thief, 
and  to  punifh  thofe  who  do  them  any  injury. 
Thefe  Obeah  people  are  very  artful  in  their 
way,  and  have  a  great  afcendancy  over  the 
other  negros,  whom  they  perfuade  that  they 
are  able  to  do  many  miracles  by  means  of  their 
art ;  and  very  often  get  good  fums  of  money 
for  their  imaginary  charms. 

The 


270  THE    HISTORY    OF    THE 

The  method  of  treating  fuch  as  apply  to 
thefe  conjurors  for  curing  any  Imaginary  dif- 
order,  excited  by  lownefs  of  fpirits  or  fearful 
dreams,  is  very  laughable;  they  perfuade 
them  that  they  are  poffeffed  by  the  devil,  as  a 
punifhment  for  fome  hidden  crime;  but  if 
not  v^^ell  paid  for  it,  befides  promifmg  to  fubmit 
to  every  direftion  of  the  Obeah  mafler,  he 
will  not  undertake  the  cure.  Every  preli- 
minary being  fettled  between  the  patient  and 
the  operator,  the  latter  begins  his  work  with 
mumbling  over  a  few  ftrange  words,  and 
having  every  thing  ready,  the  patient  fo  placed 
in  a  dark  room,  that  he  cannot  difcover  the 
cheat,  he  pinches  and  pulls  him  till  the  other 
cries  out  with  the  pain ;  after  which,  the 
conjuror  produces  fticks,  knives,  pieces  of 
glafs,  and  even  whole  bottles,  which  he 
perfuades  the  other  that  he  adtually  took  out 
of  the  place  he  complained  of;  and  then, 
rubbing  it  over  with  greafe  and  foot,  or  fome 

fuch 
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fuch  thing,  the  fimple  patient  believes  himielf 
to  be  perfedly  cured. 

Strange  as  this  circumftance  muft  appear, 
it  IS  adually  no  lefs  true  j  and  many  inftances 
have  been  known  in  the  Weft  Indies,  of 
negro s  who  have  been  perfuaded  by  diefe  Obeah 
people,  that  they  were  pofieffed  in  this  manner^ 
till  they  have  killed  themfelves  in  defpair. 

Thefe  people  are  very  dangerous  on  any 
plantations,  for  although  there  is  no  credit 
to  be  given  to  the  power  of  their  pretended 
charms,  yet,  they  are  in  general  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  quality  of  many  poifonous  herbs 
that  grow  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  which 
they  often  give  to  others  who  apply  to  them 
for  charms  to  be  adminiftered  to  the  perfons 
upon  whom  they  are  to  operate.  By  this 
means  many  white  people  have  been  killed  by 
poifon  under  the  perfuafion  of  thefe  Obeah 

men. 
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men,  that   it    was   to    make  them  love  their 
flaves  by  whom  it  was  obtained. 

Negros  are  in  general  much  addided  to 
drankennefs,  thievery,,  incontinence,  and 
idlenefs.  The  firfl  vice  very  few  of  them 
will  refrain  from  when  they  can  get  liquor, 
and  in  their  fits  of  this  kind,  many  of  them. 
are  very  mifchievous. 

Thieving  from  their  owners  they  look  upon 
as  no  crime,  nor  have  they  any  dread  of  being 
punifhed  for  it,  if  they  do  it  without  detec- 
tion ;  and  fo  general  is  this  crime,  that  there 
goes  a  proverb,  current  in  all  the  iflands, 
**  Shew  me  a  negro,  and  I  will  fhew 
<*  you  a  thief,"  but  were  their  oiFences  of  this 
nature  to  be  as  often  and  as  feverely  puniilied 
there  as  in  England,  there  would  feldom  pafs 
a  day,  without  fome  example  or  other. 


So 
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So  little  are  the  fexes  attached  to  each  oth:r, 
or  constant  in  connubial  .cj'.iti:l:io.is,  that 
it  is  common  for  the  men  to  hiv;:  {c^v^e^al 
wives  at  a  time,  befides  tranlcieat  mif- 
treffes;  and  the  women  to  Isave  their 
hulbands  for  .others,  and  to,fubmit  to  the 
embraces  of  whitp  men  for.  money  or  fine 
clothes.  Mothers  will  difpofe  of  their  virgin 
daughters  to  white  men  for  a  moderate  fum, 
nor  do  they  loolc  upon  it  as  any  crime,  but  an 
honour  to  the  damfel,  who  is  thereby  better 
qualified  for  being  afterwards  taken  to  wife  by 
one  of  her  own  colour. 

Idlenefs  is  lb  very  predominant  in  negfos, 
efpecially  thofe  brought  to  the  ifland  immediately 
from  Africa,  and  \hdc  diflike  of  labour  is  fo 
great,  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  make  them  work ; 
it  is  fometimes  abfolutely  neceffary  to  have 
recourfe  to  meafures  that  appear  cruel,  in 
order  to  oblige  them  to  labo  jr.  Nay,  very  often 
the  fame  means  muil  be  ufed  to  make  them 

T  work 
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work  for  themfelves,  to  drefs  their  ovvri 
viftuals,  or  to  keep  themfelves  free  frorri 
vermine.  This  vice  is  fo  very  remarkable  in 
many  negros,  that  they  will  adually  very 
often,  under  fome  tree,  lleep  out  the  hours 
allowed  them  to  get  their  vid:uals  in,  rather 
than  be  at  the  pains  of  going  home  to  drefs  them. 
They  are  obliged  to  be  attended  by  the  over- 
feers  and  drivers  to  make  them  work  their 
own  gardens,  at  times  allowed  them  for  that 
purpofe,  which  many  of  them  would  other- 
wife  fpend  in  fleeping,  or  doing  lefs  neceffary 
things  for  themfelves.  Many  inftances  have 
htcn  known  of  negros  who  have  unfeelingly 
endured  the  pains  of  the  jiggers,  by  fuifering 
them  to  breed  in  their  fleili,  their  feet  fwelled 
and  perforated  like  an  honey-comb,  rather  than, 
be  at  the  trouble  of  taking  them  out*. 

There 

*  The  jigger  Is  an  infe6l  much  like  a  flea,  which  pe- 
netrates into  the  flefti  of  people,  efpecially  in  the  feet ; 
there  lays  its  eggs,  hatches  them,  and  if  permitted  by 
not  taking  them  out  in  time,  j^ill  confume  the  whole  foot. 

%  Thev 
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There  are  however  many  negros,  efpecially 
among  the  Creoles,  who  are  very  induftrious, 
make  good  hulbands  and  wives,  tender  parents, 
faithful  and  diligent  fervants,  are  obliging 
and  kind  to  their  fellow  fervants,  and  re- 
fpedlful  to  all  defcriptions  of  white  people. 
Thefe  in  return  receive  every  advantage 
^  arifing  from  fo  proper  a  condud: ;  are  well 
treated,  encouraged,  and  protected  ^  and 
though  flaves,  their  fituation  is  far  more  de- 
firable  than  that  of  many  white  people,  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  or  in  Europe. 

They  give  great  pain,  and  have  been  known  to  caufe  the 
amputation  of  the  legs  of  feveral,  who  have  been  fo 
imprudent  as  to  negledt  taking  them  out ;  and  fome  have 
loft  their  lives  bv  the  fame  neglect. 


T  2  CHAP. 
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CHAPTER     XIIL 


OF  THE  PRESENT  TRADE  OF  THE  ISLAND,  THE  FREE 
PORT  OF  ROSEAU,  V/ITH  REMARKS  ON  THE  SAME, 
AND    THE    CONCLUSION    OF    THE    WHOLE, 

THE  trade  of  Dominica  is  at  prefcnt  very 
much  circumfcribed,  as  except  that  carried 
on  by  a  few  Guinea  Fadiors,  and  five  or  fix 
fliips  annualy  to  take  away  the  produce,  there 
is  very  little  commerce  in  the  ifland. 

Rofeau  is  however  a  free  port,  but  its  being 
fo  at  prefent  is  rather  a  difadvantage  to  the 
inhabitants,  as  it  is  confined  to  within  little 
more  than  one  half  its  former  boundaries,  and  is 
befides  under  and  fubjeft  to  fo  fevere  regula- 
tions and  reflridions,  that  foreigners  are  de- 
terred, rather  than  encouraged  to  trade  thither ; 
and  they  abfolutely  look  upon  this  free  port, 

in 
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in  its  prefent  fituatlon,  as  only  a  fnare  laid  to 
aHure  them  to  certain  ruin. 

No  foreign  veffel  is  allowed  to  enter  this 
port,   if  it  appear  to  be  any  thing  above  the 
burthen  prefcribed  by  the  free-port  adl,  which 
is    there  too  rigidly  conftrued.     For,  as   the 
Weit-India  veflels  are  built  for  failing  faft,  in 
order  to  make   iliort  voyages,  they  will   not 
flow  away  goods  equal  to  their  meafurement, 
like  the  vefTels  built  in  England.     This  has, 
however,  been  often  made  a  pretence  for  even 
feizing  veflels,  or  obliging  them   to    quit  the 
port ;  notwithftanding  their  having  on   board 
only  money  to  a  great  amount  to  purchafe  ne- 
groes with  ',  by  which  means  the  Guinea  Fac- 
tors loft  thofe  opportunities  of  difpofmgof  their 
flaves,  and  were  thereby  difabled  from  making 
fo  eUrly  or  fo  great  remittances  to  their  corref- 
pondents  in  England,  as  they  would  otherwife 
liaye  done,  to  the  great  injury  of  them  both. 
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The  frequent  feizures  that  have  been  made 
there,  and  condemning  a  number  of  foreign 
veffels,  under  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  their 
ufing  a  clandeftine  trade,  have  effedually  put 
a  ftop  to  the  refort  of  foreigners  thither ;  not 
can  the  Americans,  from  having  been  repeat- 
edly refufed  admittance,  be  induced  to  have 
any  manner  of  dealings  v^ith  this  ifland. 

Many  of  the  feizures  made  in  this  port 
have  been  perfedly  illegal ;  as  in  the  cafe  of  a 
French  veffel  named  the  Pearl,  which  having 
only  touched  at  an  out  bay  in  diftrefs  for  water, 
was  feized,  brought  to  Rofeau,  and  there  con- 
demned and  fold,  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  fu- 
gar.  This  proceeding  was  however,  by  an 
appeal  of  the  owners  to  the  Admiralty  Court  in 
England,  greatly  reprehended  ;  and  that  Court 
adjudged  the  veiTel  and  cargo  to  be  reflored, 
with  full  cofts  and  damages,  to  be  paid  by  thofe 
who  had  been  guilty  of  making  fo  very  illegal 
a  feizure. 

Moreover^ 
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Moreover,  no  boat  from  a  foreign  veflel  is 
permitted  to  land  on  any  occalion  in  this  port, 
but  only  in  a  particular  fpot  appointed  for  the 
purpofe,  for  if  an  attempt  be  made  to  land  at  any 
other  place,  they  are  immediately  fired  at  by  a 
centinel  on  the  fpot.    This  is  a  moft  extraordi- 
nary, as  well  as  a  dangerous  regulation,  and  has 
feveral  times  been  very  nigh  proving  fatal  to 
both  foreigners    and  the  inhabitants    of    the 
town.     As  the  former,  not  apprehending  any 
danger  from  landing  in  a  different  place,  have 
bQcn  fired  at,  and  the  balls  dropt  into  the  boat 
where  the  latter  have  been  at  work. 

In  (koi't,  fo  many  very  extraordinary  mea- 
fures  are  ufed  for  regulating  the  free  port  of 
Rofeau,  that  it  is  of  no  manner  of  advantage 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  place;  and  in  confe- 
quence  by  no  means  anfwers  the  ends  for  which 
w  13  I    ppointed  by  the  Crown. 

This  is  a  matter  worthy  of  ferious  confider- 
ation  by  the  Britifli  Government,  as  from  the 

T4  ftill 
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flill  unfettled  flate  of  this  valuable  ifland  the 
only  way  to  render  it  of  that  importance  to  the 
mother  country,  of  which  it  is  fo  eminently 
capable,  will  be  by  a  proper  encouragement  to 
trad?;  without  which,  no  fettlement  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  be  its  internal  refources  ever  fo 
extenfive,  can  poffibly  be  of  any  material  ad- 
vantage to  whatever  nation  it  belongs. 

There  feemSj  however,  to  be  a  want  of  know- 
ledge fomewhere   of   the    capabilities   of  this 
ifland  ;  otherwife,   there  is  every  reafon  to  be- 
lieve  that  it  would  not  have  been   fo  greatly 
negleded  as  it  has  been  fmce  its  reftoration  to 
the   Britifh    dominions,    when    at    the  fame 
time,  the  other  powers   of  Europe  were  ufing 
every  means  to  eftablilh  their  Weft-India  fet- 
tlements;    the    Spaniards,    efpecially  in  their 
ifland  of  Trinidad,    inviting  foreigners,    par- 
ticularly Englifh  fubjeds,   to  refide  there,  by 
offering  them   free  grants  of  land  and  other 
great  privileges  3  by  which   means   thoufands 
have  quitted  the  Britifh  fettlements  and  gone 

the/-c* 
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there,  and  many  from  Dominica  -,  whereby  the 
Engliih  fubjedls  of  this  ifland  are  reduced  to 
near  half  the  number  that  were  in  it,  fhortly 
after  the  reftoration,  and  the  generality  of  them 
there  at  prefent  feem  difpofed  to  quit  it,  by 
reafon  of  the  ruin  of  their  trade,  and  other  dif- 
advantageous  circumflances  which  they  labour 
under. 

Emigrations  of  Englifli  fubjefts  from  our 
other  fettlements,  or  even  from  Great  Britain, 
might  be  turned  to  great  advantage  to  the  ifland 
of  Dominica  ;  as  the  lands  there,  if  cleared  of 
the  exceffive  forefts  of  woods,  are  capable  of  far 
greater  improvements  than  the  lands  of  Trini- 
dad, or  of  any  other  ftill  unfettled  country  in 
the  Weft-Indies.  And  if  ample  encourage- 
ment was  to  be  given  by  Great  Britain,  there 
is  no  doubt,  but  that  in  a  few  years  this  ifland 
w^ould  be  in  a  very  flourifhing  fituation. 

This  might  be  done,  by  giving  free  grants 
of  the   unappropriated  lands   in  the    interior 

Northern 
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Northern  parts  of  the  ifland,  which  are  all  in 
ftanding  woods,  in  allotments  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  acres  to  every  family,  to  furnifh  them 
that  were  not  able  to  do  it  themfelves,  with  pro- 
vifions  and  utenfils  for  eighteen  months  by 
Government,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  relide 
on  the  lands,  to  clear  and  cultivate  the  fame ; 
after  which,  their  own  induftry  might  enable 
them  to  proceed. 

Secondly,  to  grant  the  leafehold  lands  which 
have  been  purchafed  from  the  French  inha- 
bitants by  Englifli  fubjecfts,  in  the  fame  man-, 
ner  as  their  other  lands ;  a  confiderable  part 
of  them  fo  purchafed  being  now  under  culti- 
vation, as  fagar  eflates. 

Thirdly,  the  remaining  inflalments  due  on 
lands  in  this  ifland,  not  under  cultivation,  to  be 
given  up  by  Government. 

Fourthly,  that  fome  mode  be  adopted  for 
getting  the  abandoned  eflates  re-cultivated. 

And 
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And  laftly,  the  eftablifhing  a  fociety  for  pro- 
moting agriculture  in  this  ifland,  with  pre- 
miums to  be  given  to  fuch  as  raife  the  greateft 
quantities  of  Weft-India  produce,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  themfelves  and  flayes  at  firft,  after- 
wards for  commerce. 

If  pafture  eftates  were  to  be  eftablifhed  there, 
as  in  Jamaica,  it  would  be  a  material  point 
gained.  And  as  the  cattle  in  Dominica  breed 
extremely  well,  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  in 
a  few  years,  by  good  management,  this  ifland 
would  be  well  furnifhed  with  thofe  ufeful  ani- 
mals. 

The  very  bad  ftate  of  the  public  roads  is  a 
great  difadvantage  to  the  ifland,  as  fome  of 
them  are  perfectly  dangerous  to  travel ;  and  the 
whole  of  them  are  difficult  and  badly  fituated. 
They  are  in  general  dug  on  the  fides  of 
mountains  of  ftupendous  heights  above  the 
rivers  or  fea,  the  billows  of  which  are  con- 
tinually dafhing  at  the  feet  of  them,  in  a  fright- 
Z  ful 
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ful  manner.  They  are  alfo  fo  very  narrow 
in  fome  places,  that  it  is  very  difficult,  as  well 
as  dangerous,  for  two  perfons  meeting  on 
Borfeback  to  pafs  each  other  -,  as  the  leaft  flip 
on  the  edge  would  precipitate  both  the  horfe 
and  rider  to  inevitable  deflrudiion. 

Of  this  defcription,  are  feveral  parts  of  the 
road  from  Rofeau  to  Prince  Rupert's  Bay ; 
where,  together  Vv^ith  the  frightful  profped  of 
hanging  rocks  and  large  ftones  at  a  great 
height  above  one*s  head,  that  threaten  every 
moment  to  fall  and  crufh  the  fearful  traveller  j 
the  tedious  fteepnefs,  ftony,  and  difficult  paf- 
fages,  render  them  perfectly  uncomfortable 
to  travellers. 

The  public  roads  in  the  interior  parts  of  the 
country  are  no  lefs  inconvenient,  they  being 
in  general  very  fteep  cfafcent;  narrow,  and 
fubjedl  to  breaking  in.  One  walks  or  rides 
there  at  a  height  far  exceeding  that  of  the 
monument  in  London ;  fo  that  a  perfon's  he:ui 

turns 
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turns  giddy  on  calling  a  view  to  the  bottom, 
as  he  pafles  along. 

Thofe  who  are  advocates  for  the  abolition 
of  flavery,  may  in  this  illand  have  the  op- 
portunity of  trying  the  fettlement  of  cool 
fituations  by  white  people  only.  Why  not 
employ  the  foldiers  there,  and  allow  them 
extra  pay  for  making  good  bridle  roads  in  the 
interior  parts  of  this  country  ?  this  would  ma- 
terially promote  the  further  fettlement  of  the 
illand ;  and  was  a  good  open  road  to  be  made 
from  Rofeau  to  Prince  Rupert's  Bay,  the  com« 
munication  between  thofe  two  places  would  be 
produdlive  of  the  greateft  utility,  as  other 
roads  might  be  made  to  bninch  from  it  to  the 
windward  and  leward  coafts,  in  a  much  more 
convenient  manner  than  can  be  done  by  the 
prefent  fmall  number  of  its  mhabitants.   ^ 
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